County Assembly of Kisumu Hansard Database Wednesday, 04" May 2022

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU

THE HANSARD
Official Report
SECOND ASSEMBLY - SIXTH SESSION
Wednesday, 04" May, 2022
House met in the Main Chamber at 02:30 p.m.
(The Speaker (Hon. Elisha Jack Oraro) in the Chair)

PRAYERS

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Mr. Clerk, please take us through the order of the day.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Members, welcome to this session. | want to kindly
request House Committees that have critical work which | believe that they are around three of
four which have businesses that needs to be completed.

Honourable Members, | equally want to confirm that the County Executive forwarded to the
County Assembly the Kisumu County Budget Estimates FY 2022/2023 and the Select Committee
of House Business shall be considering it for scheduling for the purpose of tabling in the House.

Honourable Members, | want to appeal that when the Budget Estimates is tabled, let the County
Budget and Appropriation Committee Members avail themselves so that we work on it as fast as
possible. Thank you.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!
STATEMENTS.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Members, it is Statement Hour.
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Hon. Johnson Guya, MCA, South East Nyakach.

Hon. Guya: Thank you Mr. Speaker. | arise citing the provisions of County Assembly of Kisumu
Standing Order No. 42. Please allow me to refer this House to the stipulations of this Standing
Orders read together with the provisions of Standing Orders No. 38 and so many other Standing
Orders.

Mr. Speaker, in this House there has been a trend and a habit where you find Honourable Members
rush to come to this House to attend sittings. Mr. Speaker, the stipulations of the above Standing
Orders states clearly that, the morning session runs from 09:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mr. Speaker,
you will find that a Member arrives in the Assembly at 10:00 a.m. and the Member is denied the
opportunity to sign the attendance register simply because he has arrived at 10:00 a.m. and maybe
there was no business in the Order Paper. The provisions of the Standing Orders states that the
attendance should be here until 12:30 p.m. Mr. Speaker, when I arrive at 10:00 a.m. | am expected
to be here until 12:30 p.m. and that is called a session. So, | have been denied the opportunity to
sign the Attendance Register simply because | arrived at 10:00 a.m. and | am seated here until
12:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, it is not the fault of the Honourable Member for the House to lack business. Mr.
Speaker, on the same breadth, Members have been coming here and if you come at 03:00 p.m.
then, you will find that the Attendance Register has been rushed and kept somewhere because |
am not aware where they are being kept. | can recall Honourable Members have been denied the
opportunity to sign the attendance sheets simply because maybe a Member has arrived here at
03:00 p.m. and because there was no business in the Assembly so, the House adjourned at 02:45
p.m. and | believe that, it is not the fault of the Honourable Member because we are supposed to
be here as from 02:30 p.m. until 06:30 p.m. So, when we are here, we consider that as being in the
House. Mr. Speaker, this has been happening and | wish that you find time in your own heart
because it is in the public opinion that you always keep the Attendance Sheet in your office. Please
find it in your own heart that any Member who comes to the House or any Member who is around
the precincts of the Assembly between the hours of business is considered to be present in this
House.

Mr. Speaker, on the same breadth, allow me also to wish my colleagues the very best in the
forthcoming elections moreso, those who won in the nomination exercise. Mr. Speaker, 1 also came
to realize that in this House, there are several of our colleagues who are going for independent
tickets. Just today | came to realize that, there is quite a number and they have gone a step further
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and formed their own association compete with a Chairman. So, | also want to wish them well for
those who are going to vie on Independent tickets.

Mr. Speaker, today in the morning, just on a lighter note they were cracking some jokes that in this
House, they want to form the Majority because I don’t know how? We are waiting to see. But quite
a number of our colleagues here are also vying on Independent tickets. Allow me also to wish them
well. If they succeed then, we shall celebrate together. If they don’t we shall still remain to be
colleagues and friends. For those who won through the ODM please, we wish you well and ensure
that you carry that ticket with the mantle to ensure that our great party carries the day. It would be
very unfortunate if you have the ticket and lose. Above all we are willing to support because
personally I am willing to support all those who won on ODM tickets.... Mr. Speaker, you know
very well that I am well informed and I don’t need to be informed. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Hon. Muga, what is your point of information.
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Member, Hon. Guya does not want to be informed.
Hon. Guya: Honourable Member, I am well informed, I am well informed.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Hon. Guya, it is my belief that you are through with your Statement,
please let me give her the chance so that we hear what she has to say.

Hon. Guya: Mr. Speaker, | am not through but, I can donate her a bit of my time. Just in case she
want to give information but not to inform me as an individual.

Hon. Muga: Thank you very much Mr. Speaker Sir. | want to inform the House in relation to what
Hon. Guya has raised. | am not aware if there is any day that we have appointed him to be the
spokesperson for either independent candidates or those in ODM Party. This is because, if he is
for ODM, he would have stated how he is going to support ODM Members who carried the day in
his Ward. | believe that is what he would have informed the Members that as a Member of the
ODM Party, we must ensure that we support Members who won with ODM tickets. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Hon. Guya.

Hon. Guya: Thank you Mr. Speaker. | believe that you have noticed that what the Honourable
Member is raising is not even worth being considered as information. For one, | am an official of
ODM Party and she is aware of that and it’s the reason I commenced by wishing my colleagues
who won on ODM tickets the very best of luck. Mr. Speaker, having been in this House for the
past five years, we have all made friends so whether somebody is going to vie on a different party
or through independent, we shall forever remain friends. | also have to wish them well. | have
seen my friend Hon. Ameso is here, Hon. Ogutu the Chair of the Independents is here and | equally
want to wish him well to.
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Mr. Speaker, finally, given that all these colleagues especially those who won on ODM, those who
are going to vie on independent similarly, those who lost honourably, we know that in this House
we had an allocation that is supposed to assist us maintain our Ward Offices and our constituents.
Mr. Speaker, | want to beseech you that if truly you are so human in your heart, then this is the
right time for those colleagues that are going to vie on ODM and other parties like Hon. Philemon
Ojuok, those who have opted for independent and those who lost, this is the time that in your
administration as the Chair of the County Assembly Service Board (CASB) you need to find it in
your heart to assist us. | know here we are, we have Estimates that we approved, my colleague like
the Leader of Minority is facing it rough in Kabonyo/Kanyagwal and if he does not have money,
then, the electorate will be hard on him and this are funds that were allocated in the Budget
Estimates that we as colleagues we need to get access to these allocations to assist us maintain our
Ward Offices. Mr. Speaker, this is the time for you to release to all these Honourable Members
that allocation. | can see Hon. Ngeta is leaving, but I know that he similarly needs that money to
help him in Awasi/Onjiko Ward. So, if you can help us to get access to that allocation to assist us
in the maintenance of our Ward Offices and the constituents in those offices | believe that this will
impact positively on you.

To conclude. | have seen Hon. Agolla has just walked in because some of us like me Hon. Agolla
and Hon. Rashid who are not going to vie now also require that money. So, if you can find time in
your administration as the Chair of the County Assembly Service Board please ensure that if
possible, before the lapse of this week we get that money to help a few of us. | meant give direct.
Thank you. May be Hon. Ameso has something to add to this because I can see him struggling
but you can please accord him time to ventilate on this matter.

Thank you Mr. Speaker. I also wish you well because I don’t know if you will be elected back as
the Speaker of the Assembly but, I wish you well when time comes. Thank you Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Thank you so much. Hon. Guya, | just want to inform you that, |
believe that was a personal statement?

Hon. Guya: Yes Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Hon. Guya, | just want to remind you that it is the responsibility of
the Speaker one, to take care of the Attendance Register. The attendance register is the sole
responsibility of the Speaker not even the Clerk. The provisions of the Standing Orders is very
clear that you referred to that on specific dates the Assembly business commences at 09:00 a.m.
and terminates at 12:30 p.m. On other specific dates, the Assembly business commences at 02:30
p.m.to ends at 06:30 p.m. That same Standing Orders provides that when the business of the House
starts, all Members are supposed to be seated and | believe that is what is provided for. It is quite
unfortunate that you are saying it on Hansard that a Members comes when the Assembly has ended
and they want to sign the Register. We are just from attending a session with the Ethics and Anti-
corruption Commission, and those who were in attendance were the Chief Whip - Hon. Misachi,
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Hon. Nancy Owiti, Hon. Caren Muga, Hon. Olang’o, Leader of Minority — Hon. Oiko Pete and
Hon. Seth Okumu just to mention a few. It was made very clear that, it is unethical and it shows
lack of integrity if we were to go with the coded laws. If we were to go with the freelance of the
free choice, then what you are saying is correct. If we are to adhere to the coded laws which is
what guides us here in this House, then you are totally out of order.

Secondly, | want to put it that, all of us were given a five year term and making a decision to go
and contest or not, it is a personal responsibility and not the responsibility of the Assembly. When
| decide to go and vie for any position, it is a personal responsibility. If I make a decision to vie
for the position of the Speaker, it is a personal responsibility and not the responsibility of the
Assembly. So, on that, | similarly want to rule you out of order. | had stated it here if only you
had come in earlier, | had made my remarks on the same and | wish all the Honourable Members
who took that bold decision to run for any elective position and | wished well for those who
succeeded getting nomination for the various wards in ODM, | wished them the best. | said that it
is a democratic right for anybody to run on any ticket that includes those who will vie on
independent. That is a sole responsibility. Otherwise, any other comments that you have made, |
have taken note and where possible we will act accordingly. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!
Hon. Guya: Mr. Speaker!!
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it Hon. Guya?

Hon. Guya: On a Point of Order. Thank you once again Mr. Speaker. | want to concur with your
ruling but on one point | want to defer with you honourably.

Mr. Speaker, the provisions of the Standing Orders is explicit the morning session is supposed to
start at 09:00 a.m. and run up to 12:30 p.m. So, whether I arrive at the Assembly at 10:00 a.m. or
at 11:00 a.m. the session is supposed to be on until 12:30 p.m.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Order!! Hon. Guya...
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it Hon. Seth Okumu?

Hon. Okumu: On a Point of Order. Thank you so much Mr. Speaker. | arise while citing the
provisions of Standing Orders No. 89 on Statement of Facts. | just want assist my colleague. What
is explicit in the Standing Orders is the time that we commence business in the House. Immediately
the Assembly is adjourned whether it is adjourned after thirty minutes or after one hour or even
after five hours, then the Assembly ceases being a session and it is just prudent that, we do not
sign the attendance register. | believe that, what you are advocating for and the way you are
bringing it out is so wrong. Mr. Speaker, we can operate the Assembly between 02:30 p.m. and
the time that you have mentioned. But, once the House has adjourned and this mace has been
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taken back to the Serjeant-At-Arms for custody, then we cease having an Assembly and you cannot
bring in Honourable Members here to sign the attendance register and the session is off. What we
are being allowed to get here is facilitation for coming for the session of the House. So, if a Member
is late for the House sessions which | believe that Hon. Guya is out of order and misleading the
House that any time even after adjourning the Assembly, we can always bring the attendance
register for Members to sign and the House had even adjourned.

So, Hon. Guya, | know that you want to misinterpret the provisions of the Standing Orders to be
seen to be assisting Members and | believe it is erroneous to mislead this House. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Thank you. | believe that | had made my pronouncement that the
provisions of the Standing Order is unambiguous. The Assembly commences at 09:00 a.m. for
specific dates and 02:30 pm. for specific dates. The Standing Orders provides that when the House
commences Members are supposed to be seated. Thank you Hon. Seth Okumu for putting it
clearer. Even if it happened that you signed within the stipulated times, because he is very right.
Hon. Guya | am informing you that, I am not going to make it an argument because the custody of
the register is the sole responsibility of the Speaker and | have just mentioned to you that we are
from some workshop organized by the EACC and that was part of the agenda and in that forum
and | would again like to inform you that, it was stated that it shows lack of integrity and it is
unethical to sign the attendance register once the House has adjourned. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Members, | would like to request the Select Committee
of House Business to convene immediately after this session.

ADJOURNMENT

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): There being no any other business to transact, the House stands
adjourned to Thursday, 05" May, 2022 at 02:30 p.m.

(House arose at 02:50 p.m.)
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Addendum

The Hansard Team

Zablon Otiende — Senior Hansard Reporter
Edward Odanga — Hansard Reporter
Fanuel Okode — Hansard Reporter
Patrick Okoyo — Hansard Reporter
Jacklyne Otieno — Hansard Reporter
Jesca Otieno — Hansard Reporter

Vallery Achieng’ — Hansard Reporter
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