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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU

THE HANSARD
Official Report
THIRD ASSEMBLY - THIRD SESSION
Thursday, 20" June, 2024
House met in the Main Chamber at 02:30 p.m.
(The Speaker (Hon. Elisha Jack Oraro) in the Chair)

PRAYERS

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Members, | want to refer us to the provisions of Orders
No. 32 (2) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders on the quorum at the
commencement of the County Assembly. I direct the Serjeant-At-Arms that the quorum bell be
rung for the first five minutes. When the quorum bell is being rung, no Member will leave the
House, except the Whip who may go out to whip Members who are out.

(Quorum bell rung for the first five minutes)

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Members, | am not able to spot the Chief Whip, not
even his Deputy Whip. But | can see the Leader of Majority seat is occupied. So can you confirm
if we have quorum.

Hon. Were (MCA, Nyalenda “B”): Thank you Mr. Speaker, we have quorum.
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Clerk, please take us through the Order of the day.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Member you can occupy your seat. Hon. Members, |
have got three communications to make:

One, is in regard to the Kisumu County Assembly Open Day. That is planned for 28" June, 2024
from 09:00 a.m. here in the Assembly pressings. We have planned the Open Day with the
Liaison Committee and it is on advanced stage. | want to request all the Chairpersons of House
Committees who are in the Liaison Committee, to liaise with their Members of their respective
House Committees and explain to them the same. This is because we would like it to be the
responsibility of all Members of the County Assembly to designate the same information to the
public through their various forums and also encourage you as Members of the County Assembly
to participate. We shall have Exhibition booths for each and every House Committee of the
Assembly for purposes of giving information to the public on what we have achieved so far, as
an Assembly from 2013 to date.

Similarly, we shall also have talk shows in our local radio stations and a number of Members
have volunteered but we still request for those who are interested to see the Deputy Clerk for the
same or the Chairperson Liaison Committee, for purpose of allotment of days for talk shows.
The intention of the shows is to inform the public of what we are and what we plan to do on 28"
June, 2024 as an Open Day to the Assembly. | want to encourage all the Members that please,
take this seriously for you to showcase what you have done and what your House Committee has
done. And what the Assembly has done as a whole.

Secondly, | had communicated about the FESTAC Festival that is coming in August 2024 in
Kisumu County. The County Assembly of Kisumu is requested that they will do their first game
with another team that will come from anywhere or any Country. So, | had requested the
Committee of Sports to take lead and | am seeing Hon. Were who has been very instrumental in
coordinating matters to do with sports, is here. So please ensure that you train appropriately
before that time.

Honourable Members, on the same note, | am adequately informed that the Fifth Edition of the
CASA Games, 2024 are likely to be in Bungoma County. We are discussing the possible ways of
ensuring that we participate. And like we discussed earlier, | want to request the Standing
committee of Sports and those responsible for CASA that we find a way that possibly even only
those who are participating probably, are the people who may attend. This is because of the
budgetary constraints that we witnessed last time and that we have seen. Luckily we are going to
pass the budget and before we proceed, everybody will understand the kind of budget we have
and what we need to do. But all in all, start practicing in your respective disciplines. The theme
is all about fostering unity of the Assemblies as a whole.

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor Page 2



County Assembly of Kisumu Hansard Database Thursday, 20™ June, 2024

Finally, I would like to have a small “Kamukunji” immediately after the session. So please do
not leave, maybe we might take utmost fifteen minutes or twenty and we will be done. So you
can disseminate this information to the Members who are out, that immediately after the session
we can have a “Kamukunji”. Thank you. Otherwise, welcome to this session.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!
MOTION

ADOPTION OF A REPORT OF WELFARE AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE
ON THE BENCHMARKING EXERCISE WITH NAKURU COUNTY ASSEMBLY

BY HON. MILDRED AJUMBO
(CHAIRPERSON WELFARE AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Hon. Hendry Ajumbo.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Mr. Speaker, | rise on behalf of the Chairperson, Hon.
Mildred Ajumbo, who is unwell.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Sorry Hon. Maurice Ngeta. Because the Clerks are just reminding
me that | did say that Hon. Hendry Ajumbo. Did | say that?

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Mr. Speaker, yes you did.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): No, apologies, I meant Hon. Mildred Ajumbo. | apologize for that.
Yes Hon. Maurice Ngeta.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | rise on behalf of my Chairperson,
Hon. Mildred Ajumbo. As the Vice Chairperson, allow me to do the Report.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Hon. Maurice, please resume your seat. Honourable Members, |
believe that even in yesterday’s seating, I did remind Members that it is not wrong for a Member
to present a report on behalf of a House Committee. In any case the Standing Orders provides
that in the absence of the Chairperson, it is the Vice Chairperson and in the absence of both, a
Member nominated by the House Committee can preside over their meetings. That is even
provided for in the presentation in the House. That, in the absence of the Chairperson, the Vice
Chairperson can present or a Member of the committee. But it is procedural.

Hon. Ngeta, | have not received any communication whatsoever from either your Chairperson
that you are going to present that Motion. For the last time, | want to ride on the powers given to
me by this Standing Order, that by leave of the Speaker, you present. But please, let us make it a
habit. These things that I am informing you, one day you will recall that | actually reminded
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Members every day that please write to the Speaker and inform my office of you intentions. That
please | am not going to be available and | have nominated so and so to proceed with the Motion
on my behalf. Hon. Maurice Ngeta, | hope that you are advised accordingly. Proceed.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Thank you Mr. Speaker for the correction and the advice as
well. Mr. Speaker and Hon. Members, this Report provides a comprehensive overview of the
benchmarking session conducted with the Nakuru County Assembly sister Committee.

The Select Committee on Welfare and Equal Opportunities during the 2™ to 7 October, 2023
undertook a visit to Nakuru County Assembly. From the visit, the committee thereafter compiled
a comprehensive report touching on various thematic areas covered during the deliberations.

Mandate of the Committee.

Mr. Speaker Sir, the committee on Welfare and Equal Opportunity is mandated to look into the
Welfare of Members of the County Assembly and Staff to ensure Equal Opportunity to all and
promote healthy working environment.

Obijective of the Benchmarking.

The objective of the Benchmarking with Nakuru County Assembly Committee was to compare
the achievements and challenges experienced by the two Committees.

Executive Summary

Mr. Speaker Sir, the Committee on welfare and Equal Opportunities resolved to undertake a
bench marking tour to Nakuru County, having done background research and getting to know
how the County Assembly of Nakuru have worked tirelessly under the Committee on Members’
Welfare, Catering and Library Services to develop programs and activities aimed at improving
welfare of Members and Staff of the County Assembly of Nakuru.

Membership of the Committee

Mr. Speaker Sir, the Standing Committee on Welfare and Equal Opportunity is currently
constituted comprises of the following Members:-

1. Hon. Mildred Ajumbo - Chairperson

2. Hon. Maurice Ngeta - Vice Chairperson
3. Hon. Eunice Alando - Member

4. Hon. Ann Acholla - Member

5. Hon. Emily Oginga - Member

6. Hon. Mariam Abeid - Member
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7. Hon. Tom Onditi - Member
8. Hon. Carolyn Opar - Member
9. Hon. Carren Odhiambo - Member

Secretariat

I. Mr. Benard Abuodha - Committee Clerk
2. Ms. Brenda Chasi - Clerk Assistant
3. Mr. Risper Waywa - Sergeant At Arm
4. Ms. Jesca Otieno - Hansard

Acknowledgement

Mr. Speaker Sir, special appreciation goes to Speaker, Kisumu County Assembly, members of
the Committee on Welfare and Equal Opportunities, and the staff who participated in the
exercise. The Committee wishes to extend its gratitude to Nakuru County Assembly for the
warm reception they accorded to committee.

Mr. Speaker Sir, on behalf of the Select Committee on Welfare and Equal Opportunities,
pursuant to the provisions of the County Assembly Standing Orders no. 163 (c) and 182; it is my
pleasant pleasure and privilege to present to this House the Report on Benchmarking exercise by
the Committee with the Nakuru County Assembly counterparts and other sectors from 2™ to 7%
October, 2023.

Visit to Nakuru County Assembly

Interactive session with the Counterpart

Mr. Speaker Sir, the Committee was privileged to join Members of County Assembly of Nakuru
in the plenary session at the members’ gallery. The committee noted that, during the plenary
session, it is not mandatory for the members of the County Assembly of Nakuru to be in official
coats for them to contribute on the debates during plenary sessions. After the plenary, the
committee held a joint sitting with their counterpart committee of Nakuru County Assembly
chaired by Hon. Dorine Korir, Chairperson of the committee on Members” Welfare, Catering and
Library Services. The deliberations focused on the major areas that the two Committees have
ventured into as part of their mandates and challenges faced by the two Committees in the
process of executing their mandates.

Committee Findings

During deliberations, the committee came out with the following findings.
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10.
11.

The committee on Members’ Welfare, Catering and Library Services has a clear mandate
which is domicile in Standing Order 194 of Nakuru County Assembly Standing Orders.
The quote of Standing Order 194.
(1) There shall be a committee to be known as Members’ Welfare, Catering and
Library Committee consisting of a chairperson and 16 other members.
(1) The Members’ Welfare, Catering and Library Committee shall liaise and
consult with the County Assembly Service Board on the welfare, including the
fitness of members and staff and the provision of catering and library services for
Members.
Nakuru County Assembly has a total of 75 Members of County Assembly, 55 are elected
Members while 20 are nominated Members.
At the plenary, all members’ seats are installed with tablets. Members are able to access
order papers and papers being laid on the floor of the house through the tablets. This
move has made Nakuru County Assembly go paperless.
All the leaderships of the Assembly have well-furnished, enclosed offices including
Committee chairs while other members have well-furnished enclosed offices which hold
a maximum of three members per office.
County Assembly of Nakuru has a cafeteria which is managed by the committee on
Welfare, the catering services provide free breakfast (tea plus varieties of
accompaniments) while lunch at a subsidised rates for both members and staff.
In Nakuru County Assembly, one of the members of the Assembly Service board, from
among the MCAs, sits in the welfare committee. The member act as a link between the
committee and the Board.
Nakuru County Assembly started a cafeteria in April 2022 with a budget appropriated by
the Assembly of Kshs. 200,000. The money from the cafeteria is a revolving capital, it
doesn’t run on profit but to enable welfare of members taken care of.
Under benevolent, Nakuru County Assembly has contracted Lapfund for bereavement for
the nuclear family members where Kshs. 100,000 is paid to the family in case of death
for both MCAs and members of the staff.
Nakuru County Assembly has a well-equipped Library, which is also managed by the
committee. The Library is well stocked with essential documents used in the assembly for
research. The library also provides books and equipments for research for members and
staff who want to further their studies. The library accommodates up to 15 members.
The Committee also established that Nakuru County Assembly has a total of 124 staff.
Nakuru county Assembly is in the process of constructing breastfeeding parlour, créche,
and babies changing station. This is aimed at providing space for lactating members of
the Assembly and Staff, where babies can be kept while carrying out their duties at the
Assembly precinct.
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12. The committee noted that the major challenges affecting the operations of the two House
Committees is the inadequate funds allocated for the committee operations and failure or
delay in implementations of the recommendations from the committees.

Comparison between Nakuru County Assembly and Kisumu County Assembly

NAKURU KISUMU
No. of Members of the County
Assembly.
75 Members 47 Members
Mandates of the committees Mandates of the committee are | The mandates of the

domiciled in Standing Order
194 of Nakuru County
Assembly Standing Orders.

committee not included in the
Kisumu county Assembly
Standing Orders.

Catering Services

Provide free breakfast to both
members and the staff.

Provide subsidized lunch to
members and staff.

Provide free tea to both
members and the staff.

Does not provide lunch

Membership of the | 17 Members 9 Members
committees
Bereavement Has contracted Lapfund for | Has no such arrangement,

nuclear family where Kshs.
100,000 paid to the bereaved
family

contribution is voluntary in
case of death.

Proposed Benevolence Fund Policy.
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After the committee engagement with its sister committee from Nakuru County Assembly,
Committee resolved to develop Kisumu County Assembly benevolence fund policy.

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU
COMMITTEE ON WELFARE AND EQUAL OPPORTUINITY

BN IR A 1 e R TN s PR Il fmE =R = F—1 1A IF~ P~ 8N s

Preamble

It has been noted that when death confronts Members of County Assembly of Kisumu, there has
been no clear structure for the Assembly to assist the bereaved family in terms of Financial
Support in aid of funeral expenses. This fund would be therefore a guarantee to get the funds
when need arises. These funds shall be used purposely for death.

Obijective of the Policy

1. Outline the amount to be contributed when a member is bereaved and the person
responsible for the management of the collected funds.

2. Outline the eligibility requirements and the criteria for receiving the assistance from the
benevolent fund.

Purpose of the fund.

The benevolent fund is a self-contributory fund for all the MCAs and made available to them
when they are bereaved.

Sources of the fund.

All MCAs shall make a compulsory contribution of Kshs. 5000 when a member dies and
contribute Kshs. 2000 when dependence of the MCAs die for the purpose of catering of funeral
expenses. Members will also contribute Kshs.1000 in case of demise of former MCAs. The
dependence include those outlined under eligibility.

Contribution to the fund shall be done when one is bereaved and managed by Benevolent Fund
Committee.

Benevolent Funds Committee
The funds committee shall comprise the following;

1. The chairperson, for the time being, of the committee on Welfare and Equal Opportunity
shall become the chairperson of the fund Committee.
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2. Two other members, secretary and Treasurer, shall be nominated among the Members of
the committee on Welfare and Equal opportunities when there is bereavement.

Eligibility
All MCAs shall qualify to receive assistance from the benevolence Fund on need basis. A part

from the principal contributor (MCAS), the following shall also benefit from the funds;

Spouses
Children
Parents
Parents in law.

oo o

General Guidelines

Clear records must be kept by the benevolent Fund Committee to ensure that history of
contribution of all the members to the kitty. The records shall be kept by the committee on
Welfare and Equal Opportunities.

The members of the Benevolence Fund must fill a form outlining the names and particulars of
the beneficiaries.

Closure of the Funds Account.

The benevolence Funds account shall be closed when the intended purpose is achieved.
Policy Approval. Approved by

Committee Recommendations

From the mentioned findings, the Committee hereby recommends the following to the
Honourable house.

1. That the Assembly of Kisumu County to consider having a clear mandate of the
committee on Welfare and Equal Opportunities outlined in the Standing Orders of the
Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. This will empower the committee to carry
out its mandate as guided by the law.

2. That the Assembly to develop a well-structured cafeteria. This will enable continuity in
the provision catering services to both Members and the staff.

3. That the assembly to adopt the proposed benevolence funds policy by the Committee to
ensure that members have a clear structure for contribution during bereavement.

4. That the Assembly to construct breastfeeding parlour, créche, and babies changing
station. This will provide space for lactating members of the Assembly and Staff where
babies can be kept while carrying out their duties at the Assembly precinct.
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5. That the Assembly to install fixed tablets at the members tables in the plenary, this is to
enable members access order papers and papers to be laid online and also to protect the
tablets from destructions due to movement from one place to another.

Conclusion

Mr. Speaker Sir, Human Labour is well utilized when laborer’s welfare is well looked into. This
motivates individuals to fully carry out their mandates hence increases production in the area of
specialization. It is therefore important to create a healthy environment for the Honourable
members and the staffs of this County Assembly to enable them carry out their respective
mandates efficiently.

Mr. Speaker Sir, the committee wishes to inform the members of the house to adopt the report
and the recommendations listed so that the County Assembly of Kisumu may consider
borrowing from the sister Assembly of Nakuru County and apply the same at Kisumu County
Assembly to compel the welfare of members and the staffs to higher standards. Thank you. May
| call Hon. Lawino Opar to second?

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Ajwang, MCA Kaloleni Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon. Lawino Opar.

Hon. Lawino (Nominated MCA): Thank you Mr. Speaker for giving me this opportunity to
address the welfare of Members. Mr. Speaker, | take this opportunity to thank this House
Committee for the elaborate work that they did because we know that the welfare of Members is
very crucial, and if members are not well taken care of, I do not believe that they will be okay. |
must thank the Assembly because they have already addressed some of the issues in the
recommendations made. Looking at one of them, they mentioned the issue of the IPads. Already,
for this we have started going paperless. Therefore, | must sincerely thank the Assembly.

Madam Speaker, the other concern that was there is the completion of the Ultra-modern County
Assembly Chambers. It will allow Members the convenience of having their offices and handling
their activities with ease. Those offices will have spaces for lactating mothers. Since we came to
this assembly in 2022, | have not seen any expectant Member. Maybe once we complete the
building of new Assembly chambers, even me as old as | am, | could consider having a child
because our welfare will have been taken care of.

(Laughter)

This place will even be convenient for children to play around. Having a cafeteria will also help
Members save time as Members themselves are ones who are going to run the cafeteria. It will
give the Members value for money and | guess they will ensure there is balanced diet.
Additionally, it will equally help Members generate more income. Right now, our pockets are
empty and the cafeteria will be a good stream of income.
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Madam Speaker, another key issue that i wanted to tough on is the issue of Bereavement. When
one is bereaved, it is a very painful hour. It is time when you need Members to console with you.
It is always a time to come together. | believe that when we have a robust welfare, it is going to
make Members to contribute fairly and equally. Therefore, no Member will complain of unfair
treatment when he or she is bereaved. There will be a Regulation on the contributions will be
developed. On that area, Members should come together and agree on the amount and the
Member of the family to be taken care of in case of any bereavement. With those few remarks, |
beg to second.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Carren Ajwang’, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable
Members, now that the Motion on the Adoption of the Report of Welfare and Equal
Opportunities on the Benchmarking Exercise at Nakuru County Assembly has been presented
and seconded, | want to propose a question that the Motion on Adoption of the Report of Welfare
and Equal Opportunities Committee on the Benchmarking Exercise at Nakuru County Assembly
is open for debate.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Carren Ajwang’, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Yes, Hon
Okoyo.

Hon Okoyo (MCA, Central Kisumu): Thank you Madam Speaker. Allow me to start by saying
that this report was long overdue as has been mentioned, | believe that it should be implemented.
Madam Speaker, | do not know why most Members fear getting eye lenses. If the Mover had
glasses, the report could have been read in under twenty or thirty minutes. The Member who read
this report did not want to use glasses. Madam Speaker, we have taken about an hour or more.
Let me now go straight to the point...

(Hon. Dede rises on his feet)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Carren Ajwang’, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): What is it Hon
Dede?

Hon Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Madam Speaker, the Member should substantiate how lack of
reading glasses affects reading of the report. Thank you.

Hon Okoyo (MCA, Central Kisumu): Madam Speaker, |1 would like to inform my senior
Member that his age and the age of the Member who was reading the report are different.
Therefore, the Member may decide not to have glasses because he has good eyesight. The
Member who read the report is older.

Hon Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Point of order Madam Speaker
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The Temporary Speaker (Hon Carren Ajwang’, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Hon Dede,
please allow the Member to proceed.

Hon Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Madam Speaker, but | have been adversely mentioned.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Carren Ajwang’, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable
Member, you do not need to respond.

Hon Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Madam Speaker, | want the Member to inform me my age
because the Member on the floor is comparing me with Hon Ngeta. It seems that the Member
knows my age very well. Thank you

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Carren Ajwang’, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Proceed Hon
Okoyo.

Hon Okoyo (MCA, Central Kisumu): Madam Speaker, | have not mentioned any name. Kindly
protect me on this. Madam Speaker, | am very happy because the report is now with us in this
House. Indeed, we need to have a place for the young female Honourable Members so that the
young ones can lactate. Let me say this because | heard my beautiful colleague, the Nominated
MCA from Kajulu say she is old. | want to say that there are no old ladies in this House. | want
to inform that Member that she is free to sire a child and come along with him or her to the
Assembly.

Madam Speaker, sometimes | meet Members who have stomach problems because we eat from
various places. | remember there is a day Hon Ochele informed me that he could come to the
Assembly because he took lunch from another place. | believe that if we fully implement this
report, we will not have Members complaining because the issues to do with dinning out of the
Assembly precincts will have been addressed conclusively.... Madam Speaker, kindly protect
me...

(Hon. Ochele rises on a Point of Order)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Carren Ajwang’, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon
Ochele.

Hon Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): (On a Point of Order). Thank you Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker, | take offense the way the Member for Central Kisumu is being notorious for
mentioning names of Members without tangible evidence. Madam Speaker, since | reported to
this Assembly in 2022, | have never suffered from any stomachaches not at my home or at the
Assembly. Therefore, I find it obnoxious for the Honourable Member to use me as an example of
people who eat like dogs. On the same note Madam Speaker, Hon Okoyo should be advised that
my brother read the report eloquently but you mentioned him like in a demeaning way. Kindly
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respect members and debate in a dignified way. Madam Speaker, as I conclude....to clear the
time you gave me. | want to say, | withdraw and apologize. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable Members,
let me consider seniority.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon. Were.
Hon. Were (MCA, Nyalenda “B”): Thank you...

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren): Honourable Member, it is not yet confirmed. So, |
assume that the Member is properly dressed. Proceed.

Hon. Were (MCA, Nyalenda “B”): Thank you, Madam Speaker. I also rise to air my voice on
the report...

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Serjeant-at-Arm could
you please confirm if Hon. Were is properly dressed.

(Mr. Ogada confirms)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren): Okay Honourable Members let us proceed. | saw Hon.
Oraro on his feet.

Hon. Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central): Point of Order Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): What is the problem
Hon. Member?

(Laughs)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable Members, is
it a matter of a Member to occupy the seat of the Leader of Majority. This is because | am not
able to see the Whip. Hon. Dede please to take the seat. Hon. Dede, please can you confirm if we
have quorum to proceed.

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): Thank you, Madam Speaker. There is quorum to enable us
proceed with the business of the House. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Let us proceed
Honourable Members.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Hon. K’Omudho it is
your time.
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Hon. K’Omudho (MCA, Muhoroni Koru): Madam Speaker, many thanks. Good afternoon
fellow colleagues. | am privileged this afternoon to contribute to the very good and a very a very
articulate report which has been presented to this House by our very senior member Hon. Morris
Ngeta. This was well captured by this House Committee on Welfare.

Madam Speaker, | want to summarize my contributions. Also, the summary would touch
basically on three areas. First, it is regarding the Partitioning of the Private Offices of the
Members of the County Assembly of Nakuru. Where, our able members of this House
Committee visited. We get to learn that there is privacy as compared to what we undergo
currently. Madam Speaker, together with the Honourable Members, it is a pity that majority of us
when we receive visitors, we have to discuss with them by the roadside. This is because; even
the office itself is not enough to hold two or three members. How | wish the matter was carried
on like yesterday so that, it gets to see the light of the day. Also, we get to copy paste issues that
we gather from a number of the Assemblies we have been able to visit Countywide. | remember
personally, on a different mission as the Chairperson of the Ward Development Committee. We
have done various visits across the divide. We have witnessed how wonderful even particularly
Bungoma who have very magnificent offices. The Members, have got their own office spaces.
They are able to discuss their matters with the Wards residents visiting them within the
Assembly precincts.

Madam Speaker, secondly, is the issue that goes with the establishment of a Cafeteria. Well, |
would not mention the names like other senior Members have mentioned here or my colleagues.
| believe that it is high time we got a much organized set up of where the Members could enjoy
their meals. Madam Speaker, a number of Honourable Members like where | come from drive
for almost a hundred kilometers from my jurisdictions that is Muhoroni Koru Ward. Very far
indeed we are talking about seventy kilometers. Some of us to make it here in the morning
session that commences at 9:00 a.m. you must forgo your breakfast. When we come here, it is
terrible because you have to go through the various House Committee meetings also before for
the sessions in the morning. Madam Speaker, with an empty-bellied character, this equally
reduces concentration power. How | wish we had an organized setup for the cafeteria like
yesterday.

Finally, on the issue of provision of Lactation Areas. Yes, this matter is required like yesterday
for the coming Assembly. Probably, we may have the young mothers coming in. As at today, |
also believe like it was stated we have very beautiful fact, let me use the word very many
beautiful that are really longing for this facility. So, how | wish this facility was also brought
here like yesterday.

Additionally, is about the issue of bereavement. Madam Speaker, we are in a situation whereby
bereavement in the Assembly, is conducted as per the groupings. If you happen to not belong to
any group in the Assembly, you may be bereaved tomorrow here, even if you lose your sister no
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one will bother about it. If you happen to belong to any group the people will assemble
accordingly to some hotel in the evening and they will form committees to give you something
so that, you will be able to send off your beloved one with dignity. Why could we not have
something centralized? Are we really being biased when it comes to bereavement? When people
die, people are all the same. Please give people the same treatment. Many thanks, Madam
Speaker. Once more together with my colleagues.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Yes, Hon. Kelvin Oraro.

Hon. Kelvin Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central): Thank you, Madam Speaker. If | start with the issue
on the dress code. It should be a routine and not to remind Members about respecting the House.
So, in that case Madam Speaker, | also rise to discuss this report. Unfortunately, there are some
reports which when we discuss, we should not treat them like any other ordinary report that can
be read by the mover discussed and left like any other report. This is a report by the Welfare and
Equal Opportunity Committee and the report is geared toward improving the Assembly or the
welfare of the Members who are serving in the Third Assembly. So, for that reason, there are
some reports that are supposed to be done in an enclosed space. Where we can get direct
feedback rather than treating it like any other ordinary committee report.

Nonetheless, as others have done Madam Speaker, | will also contribute saying that the report is
good. The opportunity of giving a House Committee a chance to benchmark in a way is also to
be informed on how other counties are conducting their welfare activities. Also, for that reason
the House Committee went to Nakuru, and they came back with good news on what they saw in
Nakuru. Maybe one area that | do not agree with, is the issue of Breastfeeding. It is always good
if a member does not give birth in the next five years. It is always a good practise that if you are
a good Member you can avoid. That is my opinion. So that, you are active and you can do a lot
of things in the next five years without being expectant. That can be optional. We are in the
Assembly and it is about opinion. Can you leave me to say my opinion...

(Hon. Members rise on their feet)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Order!! Honourable
Members, please give the Member time to debate.

Hon. Kelvin Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central): Madam Speaker, besides that, even if we give
Members like the Hon. Matara the opportunity to give birth, it will not sound well. To see Hon.
Matara coming out with a baby and breastfeeding. It does not augur well. That is my opinion.
Why because, anybody will always believe that a Honourable Member will always have a house
help and if it about breastfeeding and many other stories. That is my opinion. Let me proceed
Madam Speaker, | am being interrupted but | was just trying to give my own opinion on the
same. It is not about pleasing but, I was looking at it in a different optics. That is why in the first
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Assembly, maybe one Member or so but rarely will you find the female Members expecting.
This is because; they are very active and working for the public, the nation, and the residents of
Kisumu County. So, they always try to save themselves.

Secondly, Madam Speaker...
(Hon. Okoyo rises on a Point of Order)
Hon. Okoyo (MCA, Central Kisumu): Point of Order Madam Speaker...
Hon. Kelvin Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central): Madam Speaker, allow me. Protect me to proceed.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren, MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Hon. Okoyo you need to
be standing when you are saying a point of Order. Please proceed and what is your Point of
Order?

Hon. Okoyo (MCA, Central Kisumu): Thank you, Madam Speaker. | do not believe that this
report was only meant for Honourable Members. Whatever facility which the report is
recommending, was for the Honourable Members and the Staff who were working for the
Assembly. So, if the Honourable Member who is on his feet, is urging that this facility is only for
Honourable Members, then, the Member should understand that we have staffs who are still
young and we cannot stop them from doing what can make them pregnant, thank you Madam.
Speaker.

(Laughter)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren): Proceed Hon. Oraro.

Hon. Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central): Thank you. Atleast Hon. Okoyo is seeing sense that the
report is not only for Members but is about for the entire Assembly workforce. While talking
about that, our staffs some have gone for maternity leave and they have always come back and 1
believe that as good practice you will realize that many women and especially a certain class...

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Caren Ajwang MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable
Members, please use your microphone while contributing.

Hon. Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central): Sorry Madam Speaker.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Caren Ajwang MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon. Opar.

Hon. Opar (Nominated Member): Thank you, Madam Speaker. It is my considered opinion that
the Honourable Member is misleading this House. First. | believe that the male Members with
them, they can do that thing and then their babies are taken care of elsewhere and they want to
limit the ladies which is very wrong.
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Secondly, | do not believe that this report is only about the other workers. It is even for the
Honourable Members. That is because, when your time is ripe, it is ripe. You do not wait for 5
years. Again, it is my belief that the Honourable Member knows that numbers count and in
politics we talk about numbers. Now if we don’t produce how are we going to get the votes and
that is why we have not gotten what we want, It is the reason as to why | believe that the is
misleading this House.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi Ward): Madam. Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Caren Ajwang MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo Ward): Yes, Hon.
Ochele.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi Ward): Madam Chair, | am just on my feet to seek for
the information from the Member who had just sat from a point of order. We should be
understandable in our expression when the Member states that men can do that thing, | just want
that thing to be said what is this that thing

(Laughter)
So that it goes on record. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Hon. Opar (Nominated Member): Thank for that correction. What | meant is with male they
give the women children to bear and then those children are born outside. Their wives are not in
the Assembly but us as female Honourable Members, we come with the evidence here in the
Assembly because we are the ones to carry. So, we just have to carry those children here but with
the male Honourable Members, their wives carry the children elsewhere. In addition, | believe
that they should be corrected because even their wives maybe they are working somewhere and
they need those children. Even these other areas should get the lactating areas. So, this thing
should cut-across, thank you.

Hon. Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central Ward): Madam Speaker, please allow me to proceed...

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Caren Ajwang MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo Ward): Proceed
Hon. Oraro and your time is almost up.

Hon. Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central Ward): Thank you Madam Speaker, you allowed other
Honourable Members to interrupt me and that’s why my time has been cut short. That was just
part of the issues that | was to highlight and even when implementation was to be done, it is
debatable. Whatever 1 am contributing on is not just talking but it is debatable. Also, I hope the
Chairperson of Labour and Social Welfare Committee is very keen listening because, we are not
only talking about the Members because the Members equally represents the workforce of the

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor Page 17



County Assembly of Kisumu Hansard Database Thursday, 20™ June, 2024

entire County. If you start opening areas to breastfeed babies then we are talking about hygiene
and many other things.

So, Madam Speaker, if | continue the other area that was of important to this Assembly is the
issue of cafeteria. | believe that as a Member, it would be advisable to whether Members invest
on it or the Assembly does it through the Assembly Service Board so that Members can be paid
and sometimes deductions are made from their salaries. So that; they can have a place to dine
when they are very comfortable, eat whatever they wish, offer different meals which | believe
can be done. If it can be an investment of the Members within, the staff or the Assembly takes it
over, it can be a good thing to majority of the Members. Sometimes Members are embarrassed
when they go to some hotels. You find out that somebody just approach you when you actually
plan for your meal as a person and you feel embarrassed when you can see as a Member; |
cannot an extra plate for another person who approaches you.

So, sometimes when you get an occasion where you can go even without cash, and somebody
can take in and say these are Members they know how to balance their things it can really assist
Members, and doing that in a way will always bring people together. Remember meals are places
where people eat, those are the places where people can always sit together and discuss a lot of
things. | normally see that at the lounge where we take tea you find Members talking even
exchanging some of the things they seeing in their lives because they get room to sit together.
So, having a cafeteria will be a noble idea and if made possible, it should be implemented very
fast by the time will be opening if they can do that, we will really appreciate.

Finally, Madam Speaker, the issue of Bereavement which | believe in a different forum
something like a constitution that can be formulated to guide on the same should always be put
in place. Because the rate at which Members lose their close relatives and apart from that
colleagues that does not work with us; This is because, someone can be bereaved, and you find
out that name will communicated to this House and Members will contribute and because of lack
of adequate finances some of them do not contribute. When you don’t have a clear way or
guideline on contributions that is where problem starts and when we talk about welfare, we want
to look at it and discuss about it. So that at the end of the day we come up with resolution from
within that can drive Members. Nobody wishes for his or her relative to die. But, when death
knocks at the door, we should always be there and see how we accompany, and as Assembly |
normally see even in Secondary Schools when a close relative die, an Assembly can even
prepare a budget where they can say we can always cater for such a thing if a Member losses; a
loved one or either a son/daughter, a parent, a spouse or something like that. So, welfare is very
important and we need to come up with a law or a guideline that will always guide that when it
happens.

Madam. Speaker, it is not only for this Assembly, but for those who will also be coming, they
will come in and find that the Third Assembly had done something on the same and that can be
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always a tradition of this House. For those many things that | have said, | wish to implore this
House that this report that we are discussing be implemented. Those parts of the report that can
be implemented should be done very fast and we move ahead. For the Chairperson or the mover
of the motion, thank you for the good report that can make we Members’ our welfare improve.
Thank you, Madam. Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Caren Ajwang MCA, Kaloleni/ Shaurimoyo Ward): Yes Hon.
Dede.

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North Ward): Thank you, Madam Speaker, for according me the
opportunity to also air my sentiments concerning the report. Foremost, | take the opportunity to
congratulate this House Committee for the good work they have done. A benchmark sets pace
for the Members present. During the benchmark we study all those we do and those we don’t
have; both the negativity and the positivity.

Madam Speaker, to begin with, is the issue concerning Bereavement. We find that a times in the
mid of the month, a Member can be bereaved yet we do not have finances at that particular time.
To compare it with the Nakuru County Assembly, you find that they have aligned with the LAP
FUND Team of which at any particular time of bereavement they can get money even if they do
not have money. Concerning the area of bereavement, like in Nakuru County, you find that there
is an area covered unlike in the Kisumu County where you will note that when my friend or my
grandparent has passed away and | am being contributed for.

Madam Speaker, we find that in Nakuru County Assembly, it’s clearly stipulated that if a nuclear
member of the family passes on, there is a way this is being contributed for by Members and
staffs. Unlike ours which you find that your relative, for instance a grandfather, the area of
coverage also matters a lot.

Madam Speaker pertains to the issue of the Cafeteria, even though it has been addressed but
comparatively | believe that it was just to make the story sweet, by this House recommending
that Kshs. 200,000 can serve 199 Members in one year for both breakfast and lunch like it is
done in Nakuru County Assembly. It has been clearly stated that they have allocated Kshs.
200,000 for the program. Besides that, in page 14, if you get the comparison, you find that in the
catering services they provide breakfast and lunch to both Members of the Assembly and staffs
unlike in the Kisumu County where we only provide only the tea.

Madam. Speaker, my worry is even though it is Kshs. 200,000 from my opinion | see it to be on
the lower side but it is good that they have clearly stated that they spend the Kshs. 200,000 for
the cafeteria services while in Kisumu County we are offered tea and we don’t know the
allocation of that. So, we are worried that in Kisumu County, we don’t know how much we
spend on that tea even though the one in Nakuru County Assembly is less but indicated. In
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Kisumu County Assembly Members and Staff are offered the 10 o’clock tea and four o’clock tea
but it is not indicated how much is spend on this service.

Madam Speaker, when it comes to crib solution, you will find that our people are going to get
employment. Why do | say so? Breastfeeding mothers will bring their children for the attention
and they have stated clearly that with this, there will be a professional to handle the children.
That will create job opportunity to someone who did childcare at any level and that is a plus to
us. To add on the issue of the staffs, you will find that in Nakuru county we have 124 support
staff who are permanently employed and it is good because they work in progress from the
beginning to the end. Being that you are permanently employed, you are entitled to many
benefits like access to credit that can be serviced for a longer period. Some of our staffs are on
fixed three years contractual terms making it difficult for them to access credit services from
local banks.

Madam Speaker, in comparison with the mandates of the committee, you will find that our
counterpart Nakuru County Assembly, this House Committee is found in Standing Order No.
194 while in Kisumu County Assembly the mandate is not included in the Sectoral Committees,
and if it placed on the Standing Order and given a mandate it will help with the continuity of the
Members.

Madam Speaker, with regards to the recommendations provided by this House Committee, you
will find that the technology used in Nakuru, where IPads/ tablet are permanently mounted at the
assembly. | tend to differ with that being that our portable tablets can help in research while we
are out of the premise of the Assembly and when they are if fixed you cannot refer to some of the
issues which are to be handled in the next meeting.

Finally, the recommendations made in this report have come at the right time being that within a
very short time, we shall complete of our new Ultra-modern Assembly that is currently
underway, | support the report. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon. Ochele.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Thank you once again Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, matters welfare are matters that are to be treated with a lot of respect, intelligence and
be handled as a private matter. If these Members had concern with the report then they should
have highlighted on a number of issues that are very pertinent but private for these Members. It
is not a report that is geared towards enticing members of the public and therefore, generally
Madam Speaker in future, I'm just urging that any report that touches on Welfare Committee
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should be treated and handled in an informal seating ‘Kamukunji’ where Members can discuss
openly on any matter that pertains to their life.

Madam Speaker, It is like we are exposing how we live in our house to our neighbors. I just urge
the committee members and the leadership of the Assembly that in future we treat any report
from the welfare as a ‘Kamukunji’ report. Otherwise, thank you so much.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon. Were.

Hon. Were (MCA, Nyalenda B): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, | also rise to
support the report from this House Committee. Madam Speaker, | will also concur with Hon.
Ochele that welfare reports are normally treated and presented during our informal meetings.

Madam Speaker, | only want to react on one recommendation concerning the Bereavement.
Madam Speaker, we don't need rocket science to make policies and regulations that governs our
welfare. Madam Speaker, | want to urge our Welfare Committee to work on regulations that will
guide our welfare so that we can start implementing them.

Madam Speaker, doing a comparison with what is happening in Nakuru Madam Speaker; you
will find that they had approached the LAPFUND in relation to this issue. Madam Speaker, we
have several companies that are even offering the last mile. Madam Speaker, we can also go the
same way. We have KCB and several others. So, we should not sit pretty waiting that miracle
will happen. We can as well define our destiny and work on something that will help us in
ensuring that our welfare is addressed. Madam Speaker, | beg to support things.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon. Sammy.

Hon. Samwel Onyango™ (MCA, Railways): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker | did
not plan to contribute but, | want to concur with Hon. Ochele. Madam Speaker, | have received a
text from the public and they are saying that people are demonstrating about the Finance Bill,
2024 and we have not given the bursaries but we are here busy discussing how we should get tea.

Madam Speaker, it is my belief that we should be sensitive about the welfare of Members, they
can be discussed behind the cameras, it is exposing us.

Madam Speaker, the economy is harsh, we have issues of school fees yet we are here discussing
on how we should take tea yet the public is following the debate. So, | want to urge this House
Committee, that, in future there are matters that should not discuss in the Assembly, they can be
done informally
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Madam Speaker, the report is good but it is was brought at the wrong time. Now that people are
dying and we are here discussing how to take tea, and yet our people have not gotten bursary and
they are seeing that we're not discussing about that. So | support Madam Speaker, but | believe
that let us also have our privacy. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni Shaurimoyo): Hon. Ouko.

Hon. Ouko Kennedy (MCA, West Kisumu): Thank you Madam Speaker, Madam Speaker, first
| would like to congratulate this House Committee and the mover of the motion for highlighting
most of our concern. Madam Speaker, the purpose of benchmarking is to pick some good
practices there that we can put into use down here.

Madam Speaker, money was spent on this House Committee, which went to benchmark with
their counterparts County Assembly of Nakuru. Madam Speaker, we must also take note that we
also have families despite the fact that we are leaders. We are also human beings. We are also
human beings and we also need to enjoy from our money. It is not just a matter of working for
the people that you forget yourself. Madam Speaker, when we talk about PIC/PAC, we talk
about public funds but when we talk about welfare of the Members then | talk about myself.

Madam Speaker it is prudent that | must think about myself even before giving my voters
something. How will 1 do it if I am hungry? How will I do it if | cannot get decent burial? Many
a times we contribute caskets worth Kshs. 30,000 and above but when it comes to my funeral
then I don’t know what will happen. Madam Speaker, it is upon this House Committee to come
up with a proper regulation so that we have our welfare working. Madam Speaker it is also very
important that we had some Last Respect offers from a reputable Insurance Company. We have a
consultant within the House and therefore we should take advantage of such kind of people since
the Member was brought here by God so that he can open our eyes on that. We have frequently
had a lot of challenges contributing to a Member when a Member is bereaved. We can cushion
ourselves out of that by use of an Insurance Policy. Madam Speaker we must think about
ourselves and | am very proud to be a Member of the County Assembly discussing matters
concerning my welfare. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Yes Hon. Wajewa.

Hon. Wajewa (Nominated Member): Thank you Madam Speaker. | wish to call the mover to
reply.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni Shaurimoyo): Hon. Ngeta.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Thank you Madam Speaker. Let me begin by congratulating
the Members of this House Committee and the technical staff for their excellent work. This

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor Page 22



County Assembly of Kisumu Hansard Database Thursday, 20™ June, 2024

discussion is not just about tea; it concerns the fundamental rights and welfare of our Members
and staff.

Madam Speaker, |1 would like to address the issues raised by Hon. Onyango by emphasizing that
welfare is a fundamental right for both Members and staff. | also want to congratulate my sister-
in-law, Hon. Opar, for her efforts. It is quite embarrassing that lactating mothers are facing
difficulties. Although we do not have any breastfeeding Members, many of our staff members
take extended leaves to breastfeed their children. This prolonged absence affects the performance
and duties of the Assembly.

Madam Speaker, | applaud my brother, Hon. Ochele, for highlighting pertinent and private
issues. We, as Hon. Members, do not have offices here. Before sessions or committee work,
Members are left wandering around and can only rest in the lounge. We need offices where we
can host guests and discuss issues privately. Having dedicated offices would allow us to manage
our duties more effectively and handle personal matters when there are no Assembly activities.

Madam Speaker, breastfeeding is a private process, and we need to provide a room for
breastfeeding mothers. Additionally, some Members have dietary preferences and health needs
that should be accommodated. For instance, some do not consume white “ugali” or white tea.
Establishing a cafeteria would allow us to request suitable meals, tailored to our health needs,
especially as some of our Members, like Hon. Pete and Hon. Okoyo, are advancing in age.

(Loud laughter)

Madam Speaker, | would like to congratulate Hon. Vitalis and Hon. Oraro for their support and
for highlighting key areas. This House is one of order and rules, where we are committed to
making laws. It is not a place for populism.

Therefore, | request Hon. Okoyo to refrain from making dramatic displays on the floor of the
House. Let us focus on the important work that has brought us here. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable Members,
now that the Motion on Adoption of the Report on Welfare and Equal Opportunity Committee
on the Benchmarking Exercise at Nakuru County Assembly has been presented, seconded and
debated upon, I therefore want to put a question on the same.

(Question put and agreed to)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable Members,
the Motion on Adoption of the Report on Welfare and Equal Opportunity Committee on the
Benchmarking exercise at Nakuru County Assembly is hereby adopted today 20™ June, 2024 at
16:20 hours.
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Honourable Members, | further direct that the recommendations of this report and of the House
debate be forwarded to the County Assembly of Kisumu Service Board for action and
implementation of the same. Additionally, I direct that the Select Committee on Implementation
to follow up on the implementation of the same. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Next Order!!

ADJOURNMENT

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Carren (MCA, Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo): Honourable Members,
there being no any other business to transact, the House stands adjourned to Tuesday, 25 June,
2024 at 2.30 p.m. Thank you.

(House rose at 04.21 p.m.)
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