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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU

THE HANSARD
Official Report
THIRD ASSEMBLY - THIRD SESSION
Tuesday 20" August, 2024
House met in the Main Chamber at 2:30 p.m.
(The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Nereah Okombo) in the Chair)
PRAYER

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Clerk, take us through Order Paper
of today.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Next order!!

PAPER LAID

REPORT ON THE SUITABILITY OF MR. FREDERICK MARIWA FOR
APPOINTMENT TO THE POSITION OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER,
WATER, ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES AND CLIMATE CHANGE

AND
VETTING OF NOMINEES FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE CITY BOARD
BY

HON. KENNEDY OOKO, MCA, AHERO
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(LEADER OF MAJORITY)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Hon. Leader of Majority.

Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero Ward): Thank you Madam Speaker. Mr. Chair,
| stand to lay the following Papers. First, pursuant to the provision of the Public
Appointments Count Assemblies Approval Act No. 5 of 2017 read together with Orders No. 182
(6) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders, | wish to table today, Tuesday, 20th
August 2024 Reports of the Select Committee on Appointments;

1. On the Suitability of Mr. Frederick Mariwa for appointment to the position of County
Executive Committee Member, Water, Environment, Natural Resources and Climate
Change.

2. Vetting of nominees for the appointment as Members to the Kisumu City Board. Thank
you.

(The Leader of Majority lays the report before the House for consideration)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you, Honourable
Members. | confirm receipts of the said Papers and since they are already before the House
Business Committee, we will not refer them back to the House Business Committee.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Next order!!

NOTICES OF MOTION

REPORT ON THE SUITABILITY OF MR. FREDERICK MARIWA FOR
APPOINTMENT TO THE POSITION OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER,
WATER, ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES AND CLIMATE CHANGE

AND
VETTING OF NOMINEES FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE CITY BOARD
BY
HON. KENNEDY OOKO, MCA, AHERO
(LEADER OF MAJORITY)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Hon. Leader of Majority.

Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Thank you Madam Speaker. | wish to give
Notices of Motion. That, pursuant to the provision of Orders No. 45 (1), of the Kisumu County
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Assembly Standing Orders. That, this House adopts the Reports of the Select Committee on
Appointment Committee;

1. On the Suitability of Mr. Frederick Mariwa for appointment to the position of County
Executive Committee Member, Water, Environment, Natural Resources and Climate
Change.

2. Vetting of Nominees for the appointment of Members to the Kisumu City Board. Thank
you.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Next order!!

STATEMENTS
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Hon. Leader of Majority.

Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Thank you Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, |
have two Statements to make.

STATEMENT ON THE INTENT TO RECONSTITUTE HOUSE COMMITTEES.

Honourable Speaker, in the spirit of reconciliation and healing which is happening in the
country, symbolized by broad-based government and to foster unity and collaboration within our
Assembly, | wish to communicate the decision of the Selection Committee to reconstitute House
Committees.

Madam Speaker, the planned reconstitution is not merely an administrative adjustment, but a
profound opportunity to renew our collective focuson serving the interests of the
constituents through robust legislation, representation and oversight. Madam Speaker and
Honourable Members, this decision has been reached after a thorough consultation within the
leadership of the Assembly and with His Excellence the Governor and the ODM party, where
each party strongly concurs that embracing a more inclusive and balanced approach is a key
milestone in enhancing the operational efficiency of the House Committees and realizing the
Assembly's core mandate. Our primary goal is to create a collaborative environment where
constructive dialogue can flourish and where all Honourable Members are empowered to
contribute to the legislative process with renewed vigour and mutual respect.

Madam Speaker, we believe that this restructuring will strengthen our ability to address present
issues effectively and to work together towards a common goal. Honourable Speaker, as |
conclude, I wish to extend my gratitude to all Honourable Members for their continued
dedication and commitment. Let us move forward with a shared sense of purpose and unity as
we continue to strive for excellence in our duties and responsibilities.
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Finally, I wish to urge all of us to embrace this process. Together, we can build a more
harmonious and effective Assembly, ready to meet the challenges ahead with a renewed spirit of
cooperation and understanding.

TENTATIVE BUSINESSES FOR THE WEEK COMMENCING WEDNESDAY, 21ST
AUGUST TO TUESDAY, 27TH AUGUST, 2024

Madam Speaker, my second statement is on normal weekly statement briefing the Members on
the programs we have for the following week, the week that is starting from tomorrow. This is to
bring to the attention of the office that for the week commencing Wednesday, 21st August to
Tuesday, 27th August, 2024, the Select Committee on Assembly House Business at its last
meeting approved the following statement that the following tentative businesses to appear in the
Order Paper as follows.

Wednesday, 22" August, 2024 at 02.30 p.m.

The Leader of Majority will move a Motion for adoption of the Report of the Select Committee
on Appointments Con the Suitability of Mr. Frederick Mariwa for appointment to the position of
County Executive Committee Member, Water, Environment, Natural Resources, and Climate
Change.

Thursday, 23rd August, 2024 at 2.30 p.m.,

The Leader of Majority will move a Motion for adoption of the Report of the Select Committee
on Appointments on the Vetting of Nominees for appointment of Members to the Kisumu City
Board.

Tuesday, 27th August, 2024 at 02.30 p.m.,

The Leader of Majority will issue a Statement pursuant to Orders No. 41 (2) (c) on the
businesses coming before the County Assembly for the week commencing Wednesday, 27th
August, 2024. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you Hon. Leader of
Majority.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Next order!!
MOTION

STANDING COMMITTEE OF INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY, AND PUBLIC WORKS
REPORT ON THE MATTER OF MACHINE-BASED PROGRAMME IN KISUMU COUNTY

BY
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HON. REUBEN OKOTH RAKWACH, MCA, KOLWA EAST
(CHAIRPERSON, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY, AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): Hon. Reuben Rakwach.

Hon. Rakwach (MCA, East Kolwa): Thank you Madam Speaker. This report emphasizes the
review of a statement delivered by Hon. Mildred Ajumbo concerning the Machine-Based
program. During a session convened on Thursday, October 12, 2023, the MCA representing
Central Seme Ward invoked Standing Order 41(2)(b) to request a statement from the Committee
on Infrastructure, Energy, and Public Works regarding the Machine-Based program.

In the statement, the Hon. Member sought that the committee to investigate and report on;

i.  Whether there is an operational work plan for the Machine-Based program detailing
manner of operations of the machines in terms of Sub-Counties or wards.

ii.  The procedure for requesting and or applying for utilization of the Machines within the
Wards particularly to mitigate disasters.

During the discussions on the statement, the committee identified several gaps in the
implementation of the Machine-Based program. Furthermore, the committee formulated
recommendations based on these observations.

Observations

After engaging with stakeholders and analyzing the submissions from the department, the
committee noted the following observations:

Work Plan for Machine-Based Program:
1. Comprehensive Work Plan for Machine-Based Program Operations at Sub-County Level:

The department has developed detailed work plans for the Machine-Based program for each of
the seven sub-counties. These plans cover the fiscal years 2022/2023 and 2023/2024, clearly
outlining the operational schedule of machines in each sub-county.

2. Deviation from Work Plan Implementation:

Despite the clarity of the work plans regarding the timing of road construction activities in each
sub-county, it was found that the department did not consistently adhere to these plans.
Consequently, certain wards did not receive the anticipated benefits from the program.

3. Impact of Inclement Weather:
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The committee observed that adverse weather conditions, particularly during the rainy season,
significantly hindered the progress of the Machine-Based program in some sub-counties.

4. Insufficient Equipment:

The committee noted a shortage of essential equipment within the department, which limits its
capacity to effectively execute road construction projects across the county under the Machine-
Based program.

Request for Machine-Based Program During Disasters:

1. Lack of Consultation with Area MCAs During Emergency Requests: The committee
noted instances where the department halted the Machine-Based program due to
emergencies, such as funerals and natural disasters like floods resulting from heavy
rainfall. These emergency road constructions occurred without prior consultation with the
respective area MCAs.

Recommendations:
Work Plan for Machine-Based Program:

1. The department should ensure strict adherence to the developed work plan for the
Machine-Based program. This commitment to the plan's implementation will facilitate
seamless program operations throughout the county, ensuring every ward benefits
annually.

2. The department must consistently develop comprehensive work plans outlining proposed
road projects, including clear timelines for commencement and completion of works.

3. Development of work plans by the roads department should account for seasonal
variations, particularly during rainy seasons, to mitigate adverse effects on road
construction activities.

4. Prioritize the procurement of additional equipment for the Machine-Based program to
enhance the department's capacity to undertake road construction projects, consequently
increasing the number of roads constructed in each ward.

Request for Machine-Based Program during Disasters:

5. Any emergency road construction requests should involve consultation with the
respective area MCA to enhance accountability. Notification to the MCA regarding
emergency road projects in their ward ensures transparency and stakeholder involvement.

Other Recommendations:
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6. Include the length of proposed roads and all associated activities in ward-specific budgets
to provide clarity to MCAs on planned departmental activities under the Machine-Based
program.

7. Ensure at least one road is constructed under the Machine-Based program in every ward
by the end of each fiscal year.

8. Allocate separate funds for; (1) projects proposed under the Machine-Based program and
(2) emergency road maintenance resulting from either disaster or funeral.

9. Engage the road maintenance team in consultation with area MCAs to ensure
prioritization of roads in dire need of maintenance.

10. The roads department should submit transparent and accurate implementation reports to
the committee for review and further action at the conclusion of each fiscal year.

Conclusion

It is now my pleasure to move this motion that, this House adopts this report of the
Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works Committee report on a statement by Hon. Mildred
Ajumbo on the matter of Machine-Based program. May I call upon the super Member who is,
was the former Chairperson for the same House Committee, Hon. Seth Kanga to second.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): That is the Majority Chief Whip
who today at a meeting forgot that he was the Minority Chief Whip. Hon. Seth Kanga

Chief Whip (Hon. Kanga, MCA, Market/Milimani): Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, | rise to second the report as read by our Chairperson, the Hon. Ruben Okoth Rakwach,
the MCA for Kolwa East. Madam Speaker, it's now, we are in the Second Financial Year and we
are running into the Third Financial Year where we have experimented and we have witnessed
what is going on the issue of the Road Maintenance Fund which was allocated to the
Department.

Madam Speaker, going by the recommendations as the Chairperson and the team went on site to
check on the progress on the roads as per maintenance by the Road Maintenance Teams or the
funds allocated to that Department. Mr. Speaker, all the Members in their respective wards had
reservations of what is going on. Mr. Speaker, the Chairperson has also narrated that the
department has been working without consulting the relevant MCASs in their respective ward.

Madam Speaker, it is my belief that this is an omission which must be rectified because as
representative of the people, we have the absolute mandate to report to the people who elected us
on the status of their, not only the roads but all the departments. Madam Speaker, the
recommendations are good but if not implemented to the latter, we will just be speaking in this
horrible house without getting notable results.
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Madam Speaker, | want to urge the Honourable Members of this House to support the
recommendations of this House Committee as read by our able chair so that we find a lasting
solution to the problem of our road affecting this County, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, the issue of roads is a thorn in the flesh to our County. If you go to the rural
parts of this county, Madam Speaker, the people will be talking about roads. In funerals, it's
about roads. Madam, Speaker, there is a tendency, | believe, which must be stopped. The issue
of one funeral happening in an area, then people calls the Governor, the Council of Elders call
the Governor, the religious leaders, then money allocated towards the said purpose is
appropriated, is used towards those funerals. | believe that this is not sustainable. Madam
Speaker, the County Government should devise a way of maintaining our roads without
necessarily waiting for funerals. Madam Speaker, if you go to funeral ceremonies, church
ceremonies, the pastors, the preachers, the mourners, the people addressing mourners, even the
visitors are just talking about the state of our roads, Madam Speaker. And we are the
representatives of the people.

Madam Speaker, going by the recommendations of this House Committee, | stand to second the
motion. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Honourable Members, a report by
the Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Energy, and Public Works on the matter of Machine-
based Programme in Kisumu County has been moved, seconded by the Majority Whip, who is
also a Member of that House Committee. | therefore want to propose a question of debate and
the motion of adoption of this report is therefore open for discussion.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Honourable Olima.

Hon. Olima (MCA, South West Nyakach): Thank you, Madam Speaker, for according this
opportunity. Madam Speaker, having listened to the Chairperson of the Standing committee on
Roads and Infrastructure, | want to confirm that the findings of this House Committee are very
genuine.

Madam Speaker, according to my experience with the Roads and the Roads Department, Madam
Speaker, the findings of this House Committee and as alluded by the Majority Whip are very
right to me, but | want to disassociate from the supporting the motion on one or four grounds on
their recommendations.

Madam Speaker, it is this House that allocates funds and | want to believe that all departmental
allocations, the Committee of Roads is involved in allocating funds to this department.
Therefore, the allocated amount is known. Madam Speaker, let's not deviate from the main
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function and the main reason why the Machine-based Programme was initiated in Kisumu
County.

Madam Speaker, the reason as to why Machine-based Programme was initiated in Kisumu
County was one, we used to have our machines running. But again, we were still contracting our
roads to businessmen who are coming to do our roads in terms of contracts. We agreed as an
Assembly that we need to use our machines as well to help us do more kilometers of the roads.

Therefore, an allocation was made to fuel and service the machines so that as we do the
contracted roads we can do the Machine-based Programme at a cheaper cost as opposed to the
contracted roads. Madam Speaker, our experience is the same it’s very, very expensive to do a
road with Machine-based Programme as opposed to contracted because to get fuel to fill a tractor
or a grader or an excavator in South West Nyakach, you'll need close to 10,000 or 20,000 liters
for ferrying the fuel. Ferrying the fuel alone will take almost half the amount of being used on
the ground because the fuel has to be sourced from one point. It's only Kisumu.

Madam Speaker, you take a truck for example, carry fuel on it all the way to Nyakach and it
comes back to collect again. It's even become much more expensive to do Machine-based
Programme. Our thinking then to introduce the Machine-based Programme was that we could
have machines stationed in every sub-county so that each and every sub-county have their own
machine.

These machines are used at that level and the procurement of fuel is done at the local areas.
There is no way we are going to take a fuel tanker from Kisumu to Oseng Tete in Chemelil Ward
then the same truck comes back at the cost of the same allocation and that is the reason why 1
want to disagree with the Chair when the Chair stated that the allocation should be varied.
Madam Speaker, you've heard of the Chair saying we have some funeral roads. These funeral
roads we call them emergency roads whether they are done for funerals, for weddings or for any
other thing. It is my belief that this House always allocates money for emergency funds.
Something that is unforeseen when we're doing the budget so that we know in the event we have
a funeral we don't go to our allocation for road Machine-based Programme to use the same
amount to do a funeral road or a wedding road.

Madam Speaker that is why | feel that this House Committee did not do justice to the question
that was brought before this House. There is ho argument that should come from the Department
that they use the money allocated from Machine-based Programme to do a funeral road. It's not
possible, it's not allowed, that is mischief and that is stealing from the public.

Madam Speaker, this department should be responsible. If somebody wants a machine, they can
offer the machine but something to do with the fuel and facilitation of that machine should come
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from our Emergency Funds which you always allocate in this House every financial year. If we
allow the department to use the monies allocated from the Machines-based Programme to do the
funeral roads and all that, | want to assure you that we are going to lose out because nobody can
quantify how much a funeral road is going to cost.

Madam Speaker, again, nobody can do a Bills of Quantity (BQ) when the emergency is there. It's
a matter of taking machines, there is murraming, gravelling, and again there is wood, nobody can
quantify that. While we want to believe that all wards should benefit. Some wards get 10
funerals; some have not gotten any funeral to date. How do they benefit? Somebody like me, I've
asked for those machines when | have funeral roads, none has been done. Some people, in case
even a single kid dies in their world, a funeral road has to be made. We are very clear that we
have money allocated for special funds like the Emergency Funds that can be used for the same.

Madam Speaker, again on the issue of the recommendations by the Chair, | believe that
somebody must take responsibility. It can never be that the information came from this House,
went to the department, and the department brought a blame to everybody. There must be
somebody to take responsibility, and this one | want to request this House Committee, that
moving forward, if you have to use allocations meant for Machine-based Programme, can we
have a department through the departmental heads, somebody specifically for the Machine-based
Programme, so that somebody can take responsibility on the plans, because as the Chairperson
stated, the plans are okay. The drawings are okay, they have the manual on how to do the roads.
But then if you go there, who do you ask those things?

Madam Speaker, | believe that, we have the Sub- County Engineers and Inspectors; we need to
have somebody responsible for our Machine-based Programme. So that, when we want to know
what Machine-based is doing in which Ward, and who has to follow the timelines, it has to be
somebody responsible. Therefore, | want to urge to this House Committee that we should get
somebody specifically responsible for that Machine-based Programme.

Finally, Madam Speaker, it is my belief that even the planning and the way the department does
their programs, it should be made to be fair, so that no single Sub-County has their five roads
done, and some Sub-Counties doesn't get any. It should be done rotational; it should be one road
per sub-county as you go around the seven sub-counties, so that all of us are seen to be working.
It should not be that some specific Wards, theirs are done whereas others are not done, and some
sub-counties benefit more than the others. | believe that if you are here on issues like Machine-
based Programme, which is universal to all the Wards, we need to have fairness in planning, and
implementing the same. Madam Speaker, that is my contribution to that.
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Madam Speaker, it is my prayer that this House Committee should add more of the
recommendation I've made, so that this issue can see the light of the day, when Members agree
that it is being fair and we do the roads for all of us. Thank you so much.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you, Honourable Gard
Olima.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Hon. Dede.

Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Thank you, Madam Speaker, for this opportunity. Foremost,
| want to appreciate this House Committee for the work done. This statement was raised in this
Honourable House, and through the observations, we found that there were claims of shortage of
equipment, which are being used for the Machine-based Programme.

Madam Speaker, and the equipment's which the department is claiming to be short of is being
used in the contracted work. For instance, when the machine was dispatched to Hon. Lumumba
Owade’s Ward, it was taken to another ward for contracted work, which brought a lot of
commotion in this county.

Madam Speaker, concerning the work being done by the Machine-based programme, as the
program was being done, it was supposed to be distributed equally to each and every ward in all
the sub-counties. Yes, by the time the machine-based was brought to us, we saw that there was
supposed to do eight kilometers per sub-county, which was narrowed down to 1.6 kilometers per
ward in each and every sub-county. When the Machine-based Programme was being undertaken,
we noticed that in other wards within Kisumu County, over 10 kilometers were done in certain
wards. Sorry to mention this is where the leadership comes from.

Madam Speaker, we equally noticed that the department where the County Executive Committee
Member for Roads comes from, numerous kilometers of roads were done, and that hinders others
from getting equal share of the machine-based work being done. According to my observation,
Madam Speaker...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Order!! Hon. Dede, that is
a very serious allegation. Can you please substantiate that the County Executive Committee
Member for Roads did so many roads where he comes from? Can you provide that evidence?

Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Thank you, Madam Speaker, Kisumu North Ward is
bordering the Kajulu Ward. And this brings a lot of commotion among my people. By stating
how many roads are being done in a neighbouring ward, yet my ward, | don't do any road. So, if
you go to the ground, it clearly stipulates that in that ward, Kajulu Ward, which I'm talking
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about, | neighbour that ward, and if you can go there and verify, you'll get that there are more
than the number of kilometers stipulated to be done, Madam Speaker. So, to expand from that,
it's impossible, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Hon. Dede. How can you
tell whether those roads were machine-based? How did you tell? They could have been CRF or
any other project.

Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Madam Speaker, the budgets are passed in this House, of

which we have the budget and it's in a public domain that in a particular area, there are roads to
be done by the CRF and the ones to be done by Machines-based Programme.

(Hon. Ngeta rises on a Point of Order)
Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi-Onjiko): A Point of Order, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Whom do you want to inform,
Hon. Ngeta?

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi/Onjiko): The speaker on the floor, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Hon. Dede, do you want to be
informed?

Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Madam Speaker, if the Honorable Member wants to inform
Hon. Dede, kindly inform the House, but not me, I don't need his information. Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi/Onjiko): Madam Speaker, Hon. Dede, who is also my friend, has
raised...

Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Madam Speaker...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Hon. Dede. Please allow
the Member to give his information as you have allowed him to inform the House. Hon. Ngeta
please go on.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi/Onjiko): (On a Point of Order) Madam Speaker, Hon. Dede has
raised two fundamental issues. One is that the machines have been doing contractual job, of
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which the Member cannot table evidence. Number two, is that the machines have been doing a
lot of work in Kisumu East Sub-County...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! the Member did not
mention Kisumu East. He has talked of Kajulu Ward.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi/Onjiko): Madam Speaker, Kajulu Ward is in Kisumu East, |1 do not
know whether it is in Nyando, but Kajulu Ward is in Kisumu East...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Hon. Ngeta.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi/Onjiko): So, Madam Speaker, I'm talking on a serious issue, Madam
Speaker, and It is my opinion that you need to lend me your ears and allow me to make my
conclusion. Madam Speaker, Honorable Dede is supposed to give us evidences of the said roads,
and of the said contractual projects that has been done by our machine, so that we can deal with
the department if we have tangible evidences. Madam Speaker, this is a House of rules, we are
legislating here on behalf of our people, and we need to give the naked truth before this House.
Madam Speaker, thank you.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): Hon. Sammy, Hon. Ngeta was on a
point of information. Hon. Dede, your time is up, but you've been informed, and the accusations
you are making are very grave. Can you substantiate, or you need time to substantiate, or do you
want to withdraw your statement?

Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Thank you, Madam Speaker. | informed the Honorable
Member who has brought the information, that is now misleading the House by saying that |
talked of a Sub-County, yet | was particularly to a ward called Kajulu Ward in Kisumu sub-
county.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Honorable Dede.
Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Yes, Madam Speaker.

(Hon. Adega rises on a Point of Order)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Honorable Adega, I'll give

you time. Hon. Dede, can you substantiate your statement? Do you have evidence of the roads
done in Kajulu Ward, and the evidence of the county machines doing contracted jobs?

Hon. Dede (MCA, North Kisumu): Thank you, Madam Speaker. To show that the roads were
done with Machine-based System, there was a statement which was brought to this House on
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Thuol Ong’adi Jamna Road, which was not on any budget, yet it was captured under the
Machine-based Programme. So, it was not in the Budget Estimates for the FY by the time it was
being undertaken...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Hon. Dede. We have a
Member representing that Ward. Hon. Adega, tell us something about Thuol-Ong’adi-Jamna
Road.

Hon. Adega (MCA, Kajulu): Madam Speaker, thank you so much for giving me this
opportunity, Madam Speaker. My colleague could be drunk. When | came to this House, I...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Hon. Adega. Kindly use
parliamentary language.

Hon. Adega (MCA, Kajulu): Much obliged, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Remember, your colleague is a
Honorable Member.

Hon. Adega (MCA, Kajulu): Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, when | was sworn
in to this House, there was a statement raised concerning Jamna-Thuol-Ong’adi-Osiepe Road,
that road was not constructed. The road is categorized as Machine-based and was done very well
and handed over. There was no construction done on that road. So, my colleague should not just
poke my ward. Please let the Member concentrate with his ward, and if you have a problem with
the department, please face them directly.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Hon. Adega

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Honourable Adega, you are out of
order and you have to talk through the Chair.

(The Chief Whip, Hon. Seth Kanga rises on a point of Order)
Chief Whip (Hon. Kanga, MCA, Market/Milimani): Point of order, Madam Chair.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Members, order!!

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Honourable Chief Whip.
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Chief Whip (Hon. Kanga, MCA, Market/Milimani): Madam Speaker, we are deviating from the
core statement which was sought by the Honourable Ajumbo. Madam Speaker, if you look at the
content of the statement which was sought, there were two issues which were sought.

Besides, they have been responded to appropriately by the chair in his statement. So, bringing
Thuol Ongadi and such, are not in this issue.

Madam Speaker, the two issues which were raised by Honourable Ajumbo are answered directly
from the Statements read by the Chairperson of Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works
Committee. So, let us stick to what was sought by Honourable Ajumbo, rather than bringing
issues like the ones being raised by Honourable Dede. In Addition, for your information, Madam
Speaker, the Chairperson talked about equity, not about equality. Equity means giving some
place what it deserves. This is because; you cannot maintain roads in a Market/Milimani Ward. It
is almost ninety per cent tarmacked. So, a lot of money is given to rural roads. That is why we
are talking about equity. Therefore, let us stick to the two Statements which were sought by
Honourable Ajumbo, rather than bringing issues which will jumble up the whole problem. Thank
you, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you, Honourable Members.
I believe you stand informed...

(Hon. Seth Okumu rises on his feet)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Honourable Seth, can you please
resume your seat? Order!! Honourable Seth. Order!! Honourable Dede, you have passed the
limitation time. So. I am giving you 30 seconds to summarize.

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): Thank you, Madam Speaker for allowing me additional time.
Madam Speaker, during my contributions, I was distracted while | was debating. As | proceed, |
will request Honourable Member for Kajulu Ward to expunge the ward. The Member needs to
substantiate that I am drunk or what did I take....

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Honourable Dede!!
Order!!

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): Honourable Members, I believe
that we are done with the issues of Points of Orders and Points of Information. If you want to

contribute on the subject matter on the floor, I will give you time.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes Hon. Okumu.
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Hon. Okumu (MCA, East Seme Ward): Madam Speaker, | just wanted to inform the Members
that we have Honourable Chairpersons, not Honourable Chairs. The House Committees are
headed by the Chairpersons and | hear all Members talking about Honourable Chairs. | don't
believe that we are headed by Chairs in those House Committees. We are headed by people and
they are Chairpersons, Chairmen and Chairwomen. Thank you so much, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, the Member is right. He got
that one from the Speaker of the National Assembly. Yeah, so | believe that the Member learnt it
somewhere. So, you are well informed, Honourable Members.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Honourable Benny Oiko Pete.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo/Kanyagwal Ward): Madam Speaker, you are seeing the temperature
when this matter is being discussed. That shows how important, how the matter of machine-
based touches the Members and the people we represent. That is why you see Members
digressing, which is very important, Madam Speaker, when a matter is sensitive the way this one
is. The Machine-based Programme was started by the Governor of this County. Besides this
being a government programme, it is expected to succeed. In Addition, from this report, are there
successes and failures? The temperatures are high because people are not seeing success and that
is what we expected. The report has elaborately captured this. Madam Speaker, you know people
know what is happening on the ground and particularly on matters to do with roads.

Even now, if you look at the current budget, people are very infuriated Madam Speaker. So, you
may think we are discussing this, and because of the other emotions, we jump to others. So, let
the House note that. That is because these records we go through. Just as Honorable Dede is
saying, he is neighbouring a Ward and the Member is witnessing what is going on. Yet the
Member is being pinned down. So that happens in so many Wards. We do not fear to say that.

Madam Speaker, this was a programme started by the County Government of Kisumu. Then, it
was our hope that it will succeed. But to our dismay, since this programme started, there has
been no success. | believe that it started in the financial year 2020/2021. At that time, Honorable
Adui Nyang® (Hon. Seth Kanga) was the Chairman. He would inform you of how it failed and
how you we were frustrated...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Honorable Bennie Oiko
Pete, who is Adui Nyang’?

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo/Kanyagwal): That is Hon. Seth Kanga. That is his rural name.
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The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): I can see Honorable Seth Kanga
has acknowledged that name. You can continue.

Chief Whip (Hon. Kanga, MCA, Market/Milimani): Madam Speaker, Adui Nyang’ is nowadays
my official name, yes.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Hon. Oiko Pete please continue.

Chief Whip (Hon. Kanga, MCA, Market/Milimani): Madam Speaker, | can be referred to as
Adui Kanga or Adui Nyang’.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): You are getting an affirmation
from Honorable Seth Ochieng Kanga to call him Adui Nyang’. Please continue.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo/Kanyagwal): Madam Speaker, this is because of the ladder the
Chief Whip has climbed with that name. So, Madam Speaker, during the Second Assembly,
when this programme was started, it was all frustrations. It continued to the Third Assembly, still
frustrations. That is the truth of the matter, Madam Speaker. Then we ask ourselves, why should
a government programme like this fail? Why should it be frustrated? We expected proper records
on this . The roads that were to be done per ward, were they done? Very few examples have been
given here, which were not done properly. But, for the Machine-Based Programme, how many
roads were to be done per ward? And, were they done? Also, | want to inform this House that,
when it started, some Honourable Members took all their allocations under roads to the Machine-
Based Programme and it failed. But there were some Honourable Members who were there by
then, like the former and the current Leader of Majority. These were clever people who never put
their money allocations under Machine-Based Programme. And note that. They were clever,
Honourable Members who never put their money under Machine-Based Programme. The
hopeless people like us put their money under Machine-Based Programme and we failed
miserably.

(Hon. Seth Okumu rises on a Point of Order)
Hon. Okumu (East Seme Ward): On a point of order, Madam Speaker.
Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal Ward): Madam Speaker...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): On what Point of Order,
Honourable Seth?

Hon. Okumu (East Seme Ward): Madam Speaker.
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The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): What Point of Order are you rising
on Honourable Seth?

Hon. Okumu (East Seme Ward): Madam Speaker, | am rising while citing the provisions of
Standing Orders No. 89 on Statement of Facts..

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Honourable Members, which facts
do you want to be stated?

Hon. Okumu (East Seme Ward): The Honourable Member is saying that the Honourable Ken of
Ahero Ward and the Honourable Seth Ochieng. No, the Honourable former Leader of Majority
put their money, put their money. I am wondering if they had money to put.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Honourable Seth.

Hon. Okumu (East Seme Ward): How we can get those monies as Honourable Members and
also put?

(Laughter)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Order!! Honourable
Leader of Majority, what is it?

The Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam
Speaker, | want to fully agree with the Honourable Member from Kabonyo/Kanyagwal that it is
true. | did put my allocation under Contractual Roads but not Machine-Based Programme that
time. He is very right. I have said, my budget allocation...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo/Kanyagwal): Madam Speaker, they succeeded. With us, we failed
miserably. That is the plain truth. Madam Speaker, this was a government programme. So, where
are we going on with this programme? Where are we heading to with it? We are talking about
the two financial years since this government came back. And it is lamentation. It is lamentation.
Remember, last year when the department came here with the records they and the first day, they
could not explain. And when they were reminded of those records, they decided to withdraw
them. That shows...
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The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Honourable Oiko.
Honourable Oiko, we had a resolution of the House on 21% Wednesday, 2024 on limitation of
debate. You have consumed your five minutes, but being a senior Member, 1 am giving you
another three minutes to summarize.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal Ward): Madam Speaker, there are times when the
debate becomes more lively, then the time gets consumed.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): Honourable Oiko...

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo/Kanyagwal Ward): Madam Speaker, without the Member knowing
that the time is being consumed. This is the situation where we are. But Madam Speaker, the
problem we have with the Machine-based Programme, when it started and up to now, the
department is not serious with this programme. So, as an Assembly, we need to put the Governor
down and tell him the truth. That this program has failed. There's nothing to hide. This program
has failed. That is the truth. Because we know what is going on in the Wards. Some Wards are
much more favored by the department than others. And if you want us to prove that, we simply
go to the Budget of the previous years and we see how many roads were located under County
Revenue Funds and which other roads were done. Where did the money come from? It is not that
we cannot interrogate all this. We can, we know what is happening. So let us be fair...
Honourable Member, | am not looking at you. Why are you furious?

(House laughs)
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Hon. Pete, kindly concentrate.

Hon. Pete (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): So what | am telling Hon. Members are: Look at the
Financial Year 2022/2023. The Kshs 54 million we are being told here, Kshs 11 million was not
used. Why? So, Let us go to Financial Year 2023/2024. The Kshs 96 million. The balance which
was not used is not captured here. But silent it is being said Kshs 54 million. So the messages to
the Governor, the Roads Department and the Finance Department have failed this program. And
then we move on. Thank you Madam Speaker. That is the message.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you Hon. Pete.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Hon. Leader of Majority.
The Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Thank you Madam Speaker. | rise to

support the adoption of this Report. However, Madam Speaker, much has been said and this
House this Committee of which | am a Member, has highlighted very important issues and also
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made recommendations. It does not stop us from making further recommendations if there is
need. It is only that the Honourable Member who brought the Statement could have been limited
with her concern.

Of what | have gathered here, there are concerns that are being raised which ought to be put as
further recommendation to the House Committee. It is not the time to interrogate or take the
responsibility of the Finance Committee to know how much money was allocated, how much
money has been used. It is right but not for this Committee at this particular time to base their
recommendation on how much money was used. But we can bring it up as a recommendation,
further recommendation that that also be looked at.

Madam Speaker, it is true, Honourable Members that a lot needs to be done. We are not angels
as Members of the Committee but we are also open to your suggestions and recommendations. If
you deem it fit that there are other recommendations, kindly please bring it up and then we
amend or we add more to the recommendations. It is not for us to defend what is not correct. As
Hon. Oiko Pete has rightfully said it, that there are so many Wards that the job that was supposed
to be done has not been done.

Madam Speaker, | am privy to that information because in my Ward for the last 2 years,
Machine-based Programme was supposed to do 4 Kilometer road. For last 2 years, out of the 4
kilometers only 200 meters has been done to completion. | therefore say that we should
recommend for such interrogations and that report again be brought to this House, a
comprehensive report of what has been one for the last two years with the Machine-base
Programme, how much was allocated, how much was used and where is the balance and why?
Thank you, Hon. Members and thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Hon. Kelvin Oraro.

Hon. Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central): Thank you, Madam Speaker. In the entire Report brought
by our able Chairperson, Hon. Reuben Rakwach, on the Performance of Machine-based
Programme and maybe from the Statement that was sought by Hon. Mildred, | have noted one
key observation among the observation given and the observation is clear that we have few
machines and the few machines has made it impossible to do a work that can be applauded by
almost all the elected MCA:s.

Secondly under observation, it has been noted that due to emergency requests from the Governor
or the office of the Governor about the funeral arrangement or other roles that can be done,
sometimes you will see a grader being taken away to go and assist somewhere. The only thing
that | am worried about is that the entire report was trying to give the MCAs a lot of power

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor Page 20



County Assembly of Kisumu Hansard Database Tuesday, 20" August, 2024

indirectly when dealing with the roads, that MCAs should be consulted. But in real terms, the
way it starts, there is a section where it explains how you approach a Ward Administrator rights
to the Department and etcetera.

Madam Speaker, one thing that is very clear is that there is no proper structure on Machine-based
Programme and this programme could not even target and no areas to do during which month
and which months to go to other areas. Most Wards from Kano Plains, starting from Kisumu
East, you can only work during a certain period of time. There are other Wards that you can
work any time within the year.

Madam Speaker, the point is that do we have a structure that we can count on and be proud of
the roads made by the machine? From the history of Hon. Oiko Pete, | was glad that the first
road that was launched for Machine-based was done next to Bambo High School or Mixed
Secondary School where | was teaching. And my understanding about Machine-based
Programme when His Excellency Governor, was trying to explain is that he was seeing the
reason to reduce contractual roads so that we can concentrate on machines and do many
kilometers of road which will be a little bit cheaper than going the way of contract.

Madam Speaker, but with time, we can say that the Machine-based Programme has not lived to
the expectations that the Governor and the team were having for that Department. And if by
chance we are going to continue with the Machine-based Programme, then I will advise my able
Chairperson that either we come up with a policy, not the Executive Committee Member
concerned with Roads come up with a Policy, and even a way or now to operate with these
machines. | remember when | was an MCA, there were those structures that were bought by His
Excellency the Governor Ranguma, former Governor, and all of a sudden you find that there is
no proper structure and you cannot follow up.

Madam Speaker, | remember it costed the County Government lot of money to buy machines.
And these machines must have a structured way or now to get them, how to work, and even a
calendar showing that this particular month the machine will be in Kisumu East, for example.
This particular month will be in Nyando. So that in a way, even if you are an elected Member,
you can check and know when your time will come, which road is supposed to be done, and the
roads should also be approved within the Assembly. But when we have machines working
without a proper structure, according to the equation, then going by the prerogative that the
Executive Member can just decide to change it so today that it goes to Manyatta “B” because
there is a big person who has died in that ward, then they take away the grader. That is not the
way forward.

Finally, Madam Speaker, | was lucky to have two of my roads done by the Machine-based
programme. One was done with murram, another one, there was no murram and it was poorly
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done. You do not know where to lodge your complain, and they do not come back, they do not
care. And majority of the people I represent, the residents, were crying, asking me to intervene.

So we do not know who is even supposed to supervise this programme. You find that it is the
Engineer coming; the Ward Administrator and most of them were trying to run away that they do
not own up the project, and it now becomes difficult. So, if we are going to go the Machine-
based approach, let it have proper structures, and even months given, and areas that it is
supposed to cover.

Madam Speaker, 1 do not want to go the direction that Hon. Dede had taken, who is trying to
play, to blackmail the County Executive Committee Member for Roads. Madam Speaker, for
your information, the Member is a Chairperson of the Standing Committee of Water and
Environment. If you look at the Department of Water and where they have allocated resources
this Financial Year, almost half of that Budget is in North Kisumu Ward. And we are not
complaining. Thank you, Madam Speaker. | support the Report.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order!! Hon. Dede!
(Hon. Dede speaks off the record)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): Which Statement of Facts? Hon.
Oraro has sat down.

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): No, but | have been adversely mentioned, Madam Speaker.
Hon. Oraro has mentioned me that all the Budget for the Water has been allocated to my Ward.

Madam Speaker, can the Member produce the evidence to show that...

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): Hon. Dede, you could not produce
evidence of the roads done in Kajulu. How do you expect the Member to honour your request?

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): No, Madam Speaker, | have been mentioned concerning the
budget.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Order! Resume your seat.
(Hon. Dede speaks off the record)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Hon. Dede, please resume your
seat.
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The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Yes, Honorable Kennedy.

Hon. Ouko K (MCA, West Kisumu): Madam Speaker, somebody is trying to interfere here. |
don't know if you can protect me. He's mumbling some words, I don't know if it’s directed to you
or to the House.

Madam Speaker, thank you very much. May | first thank the Honorable Member for Central
Seme for bringing this to the attention of this House. Again, may | also commend the Chairman,
for Roads, for bringing this? Madam Speaker, you understand that this is an issue of concern to
almost all the Members of the County Assembly and especially, those who are elected and are in
charge of the wards. Madam Speaker, you understand that it is confirmed here that in some
wards, the work was not done. | believe that these were proposed wards where the project was to
be done. Madam Speaker, it is confirmed that there is a comprehensive work plan for the
Machine-based Programme. Tis has been confirmed by the Committee of the House.

Madam Speaker, we have also confirmed that these officers at the Department always deviate
from the work plan. Madam Speaker, we failed to understand why they put down the work plan,
but they failed to follow it. The moment this is done, we might or we cannot get any result.

Madam Speaker, it is always very important that we stress this, that they don't and they desist
from deviating from the work plan. If they follow the work plan, it will be very good. Madam
Speaker, somebody has a very elaborate program for this Machine-based Programme. But it is
unfortunate at the same time that somebody knows very clearly that they have insufficient
equipment. Why do you have elaborate programs without enough equipment? | believe that we
should plan with what we have. If we have a small number of equipment, we should plan for a
small exercise.

But this is where they are creating a situation to make us believe that they will deliver, but in the
real sense, they don't have the same equipment needed for this kind of works. Madam Speaker,
we have experts in the county. Somebody is complaining about the weather and the weather
patterns. An officer is waiting until the weather changes, and now complaining back to the
Assembly that they can't do the work because of the adverse weather patterns. And we are all
aware that the weather is like to change. There are dry periods and there are wet seasons. And
you see, somebody is taking us for a ride, and this is quite unfortunate for the House, because |
expect Machine-based Programmes to reach my ward and somebody is also telling us they only
have a program for sub-counties. But where are the developments? The developments are not
done in the sub-counties. Developments are done within the ward where we are representing and
that is where our interest is.
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So, Madam Speaker, at times we fail to understand what is happening with our officers. You
know, the only thing which will cure this Machine-based Programme, we should be having a law
controlling this.

If we don't have a law or policy controlling the operations, because we have a lot of money, we
are injecting a lot of money, we are allocating a lot of money to this project, but it is only left for
somebody to control the way they want. This is because if somebody is preparing a
comprehensive work plan, and they can't follow this, this is because there are no Regulations
which can make us actually get a handle on this kind of person. Madam Speaker, when
somebody is messing on these issues, we need such kind of regulations to re-enforce what is
there.

So, Madam Speaker, as much as we may expect to see a good improvement, so long as we still
don't have any regulations to re-enforcing what we are talking about, we still will just have to
fail. | therefore ask and requests the Chairperson, kindly please, this is your department, come
with the regulations so that everything is re-enforced, and we will be safe as members of the
County Assembly. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you, Honourable Kennedy
Ouko. You took exactly five minutes, which is very commendable.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta B): Yes, Honourable Adega.

Hon. Adega (MCA, Kajulu): Thank you, Madam Speaker. Going by the mood of this House,
Madam Speaker, may I call the mover to reply?

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”’): Honourable Members, the mover
has been called to reply, but I still want to ask if we still have Members who want to give their
voice to the debate on their Floor?

(Silence)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Silence means none, Honourable
Ruben, kindly reply.

Hon. Rakwach (MCA, Kolwa East): Thank you, Honourable Speaker. Honourable Speaker,
may | take this opportunity to thank all the Members who have contributed to this report, and |
have to point out some of the key points that have been raised by the Honourable Members who
have added their voice to this report.
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Madam Speaker, the Chief Whip talked about the implementation matrix. | expect the report to
be adopted by this House, but if it is not implemented, then all the efforts that this House
Committee plus the House will be put into vain. So we'll continue pressing hard as a House
Committee, but we also request the Committee on Implementation to also help us if at all this
report will be adopted this evening.

Honourable Gard Olima talked about Machine-based Programme as being more expensive in
Nyakach than contracted projects. | believe that the Machine-based Programme was introduced
to cut down on cost of doing road projects so that we can do more distances on our roads as
opposed to the contracted ones. Madam Speaker, maybe, if the Member has observed that
Nyakach is not doing what it is meant for, so the Members from Nyakach can opt for other
programs other than the Machine-based Programme.

Madam Speaker, there is the issue of cost of maybe ferrying fuel, with proper management, this
one can be sorted. A situation whereby fuel is not being transported in piecemeal, then it just
becomes cost effective.

Madam Speaker, the funeral roads or emergency roads, | believe that this one is common, and
even the Honourable Members who are talking, maybe having a contrary opinion to the funeral
roads. Here, I've been approached by several Members when there is a funeral, and maybe some
dignitaries are expected to attend the funeral. So it is only that when you are not granted, or
maybe it is not an opportune time for you to be assisted, you will always say it is bad. But when
you are assisted, you appreciate.

Madam Speaker that is why in our recommendations, which the Honourable Member did not
agree with, | believe that took care of this one. This is because we recommended that we can
have two forms of fund on this. We have one for the Machine-based Programme, which will
follow the work plan strictly and then another one can now take care of these things, these
emergency programs on our roads, like when there is a funeral or when there is a disaster.
Madam Speaker, after the rains, you will realize that maybe a road has been swept, and it was
not programmed under Machine-based Programme. What will you do? Will you just leave it for
the whole financial year? There must be something. Even if it is not possible, the people will
come to you, your people. Where will you run to? If it is cast on stone, that road which has not
been put under machine-based cannot be intervened upon if there is a request. So let us just put
more funds for emergency.

Because you can only plan for what you know. But there are some things that you cannot see,
and that is why they are called emergency. Someone to be responsible for the Machine-based
Programme, | think there are some people who are responsible like we have the Director of
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transport, who is fully in charge of this, with the assistance of other officers. Madam Speaker, for
fairness. | believe that this report, and the recommendations, there is also an element of fairness.

So the only thing which remains here is implementing this report. Then these lamentations will
just go away.

Honorable Dede talked about the machine, which sometimes do work on contracted roads. |
believe that this one is a fact. It is something which happened, and | thank Honorable Owade, the
Chief Oversight Officer. This is bbecause this happened in Nyakach and there were even some
show course letters that were issued so here we don't need any evidence the evidence was there
and that's why show course letters were given, thank you Honourable Owade now that you are in
Roads Committee | know we will improve and do much more better than what we have done in
the past.

Madam Speaker, this allegation of the CEC Member doing several roads in his area, it is my
belief that this one is untrue because there is was a statement raised on Ng’adi Thuol Jamna-
Osiepe which came to this Assembly and after a statement is brought here always Members will
expect the respective House Committee to act upon that statement. That the statement was
processed and we brought a report here, if CEC Member decided to do something on that road as
was requested by the Member and recommended by a House Committee and passed in this
House. | believe that it is not wrong for CEC Member despite the fact that he comes from that
area even if he comes from that area he also votes in Kisumu County and even people from that
area are paying tax to this County.

So even if they benefit from a coffer from this County, I don't see anything wrong with that, and
if there were numerous projects that were done by Machine-based Programme, the most
honourable thing to do is to come and state the roads by their names, the distances, and even give
us photos of the signboards indicating the name of the road and even the program that is funding
that is the funding agency. This is because maybe even a road has been done by KERRA or a
Member has even requested for a company to assist so we should talk under statements of fact
Honourable Members.

Honourable Oiko Pete; Thank you for your contribution, however when it comes to the budget
for roads, | believe we can only fulfil it during the supplementary period, so if there is any
readjustment in any department, it may be raised then. Now, it's all over, but if you look at other
departments, I'm not sure why roads are where people usually complain about equity. If you look
at KISIP projects, there are just select wards, and we know why: they only serve the selected
informal settlement. If you go to water as previously observed, you will notice that some Wards
have profited more than others. Go to the city; we have 14 city wards, and not all of them have
been awarded projects fairly. For example, in my ward, there is no single project for which the
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city has given funds, and possibly in some other wards as well, such as Kajulu. So, if we talk
about parity, let us discuss across the department and not be unfair to the roads department,
Honourable Speaker.

Madam Speaker, it is my belief that we also need to record on Hansard that we, the Honourable
Members, do not put our money on Machine-based Programme or contracted projects, but we
know the proposal comes from the County Executive and we interrogate, agree or disagree, and
we are only allowed to change to one per cent. So let us follow the law and be cognizant of the
law as we make our contributions on the floor.

Deputy Majority Leader discussed further recommendations, and | believe this one is allowed,
which is why the report is being brought to the House so that other Honourable Members who
did not have time to contribute to a report or to a statement at the committee level, this is where
they have an opportunity, and no one is barred from doing so, and even causing amendment is
allowed here. So if any Member feels that there is an amendment, there is a further
recommendation, and this is the time other than just taking time discrediting what has been
recommended without giving an alternative.

Honourable Oraro, my brother, presented instances of a road in Obama; | was merely curious,
but the Member then gave examples of two highways completed in his ward. The one behind the
Black Pearl; that road was done beautifully, and it was even well murramed. So we must
sometimes give credit where credit is due. The one done on the side of Lando-Ouko, I believe, is
where murraming was not done, but a Member should not state here that he knew but didn't
know where to report the situation, where to complain, or what to do, so why are you here?
You're here as a representative of the people. If you are the one who is tongue-tied, does not
know, and does not know what to do, how are you portraying your people? We are familiar with
the Department of Roads, and we know that anything related to roads is administered by the
department, and the office is open to any elected or nominated member of the Assembly. So let
us take responsibility.

Madam Speaker, the lack of a clear work plan and structure has led to strict implementation of
the findings presented to this Assembly. Hon. Ouko, thank you for confirming that our
observations were correct. The fact that the department sometimes waits for the weather to
change is when they start making excuses. For example, right now, I'd like to say that this
Department has not received money for Machine-based Programme and there is nothing they can
do because there is no money. When the County Treasury allocates money and it starts raining,
that is a challenge we must accept. So, it is only necessary that this one become a common
obligation for the County Executive so that the Department of Finance and Economic Planning
sends funds to our Department of Roads in a timely manner so that we can now crucify them if
they deviate from their work plan and have the money in their accounts.
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Finally, a member mentioned that the work plan only covers Sub Counties. Our wards are in
Kisumu East. In October, I believe that by the end of those two months, all roads in Kisumu Sub
County will be completed. Thank you Honourable Speaker thank you Honourable Members for
supporting uh this report. Honourable Speaker | beg to reply thank you thank you.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Honourable Chairperson,
Infrastructure, Energy and Public Work. Honourable Members, a motion on adoption of a report
by the Standing Committee on Infrastructure Energy and Public Works on the matter of
Machine-based Programme in Kisumu County was moved, seconded and sufficiently debated
upon, it is therefore my duty to put a question On the adoption of the same.

(Question put and agreed to)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Honourable Member, the report of
the Standing Committee on Infrastructure Energy and Public Works on the matter of Machine-
based Programme in Kisumu County stands adopted today Tuesday 20th august 2024 at 1558
hours.

Honourable Members, | direct that the report together with the Hansard to be prepared and sent
to the relevant department for action. | also want to add that the Select Committee on

Implementation to ensure that the recommendations therein are implemented as appropriately.
Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta “B”): Next order!

ADJOURNMENT
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Okombo, MCA, Manyatta B): Honourable Members there being no
any other business the House stands adjourned until tomorrow Wednesday 21 August 2024 at

09:00 a.m.

(House rose at 03.59 p.m.)
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