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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU

THE HANSARD
Official Report
THIRD ASSEMBLY — THIRD SESSION
Wednesday, 18" September, 2024
The House met at the Main Chamber,
County Assembly Building, at 2.30 p.m.

[The Temporary Speaker (Hon Oginga) in the Chair]

PRAYER

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Clerk, can you please take us
through the Order of the day?

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Next order!!
STATEMENTS

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Samuel
Onyango.

Hon Onyango (MCA, Railways): Thank you, Madam Speaker. | rise pursuant to the provisions
of Orders No. 41 (2) (b) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders to seek for a
comprehensive statement from the Chairperson, Standing Committee on Labour and Social
Welfare regarding the ongoing investigation into allegation of embezzlement of revenue
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collected by certain employees of Kisumu County Revenue Board who have since had their
duties temporarily suspended.

Madam Speaker, it is in the public domain that about 25 (twenty-five) employees responsible for
revenue collection within Kisumu County Revenue Board are under investigation for the
embezzlement of collected funds. The lack of detailed information on this matter has raised
concern among the public about the integrity of revenue collection process and steps being taken
to address these allegations. In light of these concerns, | request that the Chairperson Table
before this Hon House the following information:

1. Details of employees under investigation. A list of specific positions or roles of the
employees under investigation, and the duration for which their duties have been
suspended.

2. Nature and extent of allegation. A detailed description of the allegation of embezzlement
including the amount of revenue that is suspected that have been misappropriated.

3. Status of the investigation, the current status of investigation including which authorities
or bodies are conducting the investigation and any progress made so far.

4. Duration of suspension. A clarification on how long the employees in question are
expected to remain suspended from their duties and under what condition they might be
reinstated or terminated.

5. Impact on revenue collection, an assessment on how suspension have impacted overall
revenue collection process within the county and any measures put in place to mitigate
any negative effect.

6. Steps taken to prevent future occurrences. Information on any reforms or changes in
policy, procedure, or personnel that have been or will be implemented to prevent
instances of embezzlement within the Kisumu County Revenue Board.

7. Disciplinary actions. A summary of any disciplinary actions taken against the employees
under investigation and a legal or administrative procedure being followed to ensure
accountability.

8. Public communication strategy. Details on how the Kisumu County Revenue Board
relevant departments are communicating with the public to maintain transparency and
trust regarding this matter.

Madam Speaker, these concerns are critical to ensure transparency and accountability within the
Kisumu County Revenue Board. They will provide clarity on the steps being taken to address the
allegation of embezzlement and to ensure the public that appropriate measures are in place to
safeguard resources.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Members, as per the
Statement, | would like to commit the Statement on the Floor of the House to two joint House
Committees, which is the Standing Committee of Labour and Social Welfare and that on
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Administration of Law, Justice, Constitutional Affairs, Good Governance, and Security. | would
like to request these two House Committees to bring back a report to the House within 21 days.

Honourable Members, it is still Statement Hour. Hon. Moses Ochele, please approach the Chair,
you have a Statement.

Hon Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Thank you Madam Speaker, | am aware that | was to
give a status Report on the Petition on the encroachment of Dunga Beach Reserves. Madam
Speaker, may | request the Chair to allow me to do it tomorrow, in the afternoon.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Okay, | will allow that for today,
but next time, you have a copy of the Order Paper early enough for you to prepare.

Hon Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Much obliged.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Next order!!
MOTION

MATTERS OF CONSTRUCTION OF ONGOI BRIDGE ALONG CHEMELIL ODUWO
MUHORONI ROAD IN CHEMELIL TAMU

BY
HON. REUBEN RAKWACH, MCA, EAST KOLWA
(CHSIRPERSON, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE)
The Temporary Speaker (Hon Oginga, Nominated): Yes, Hon Reuben Rakwach

Hon Rakwach (MCA, Kolwa East): Thank you Madam Speaker. Honorable Speaker, 1 rise to
Move a Motion on adoption of the report of Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works Committee
on this matter of Construction of Ongoi Bridge along Chemelil Oduwo Muhoroni Road in
Chemelil Tamu Ward.

Madam Speaker, the report was posted last week on our official Assembly WhatsApp group. |
hope that Members can get it from there. Right now, | seek your indulgence to present the
Committee Report, so | hope | will be somehow brief in the interest of time. Honourable
Speaker, under Executive Summary, this report aims at addressing various concerns related to
the construction of Ongoi Bridge.

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, this report aims to address various concerns related
to the construction of Ongoi Bridge along the Chemelil — Oduwo — Muhoroni road, situated in
Chemelil/Tamu Ward, Muhoroni Sub-County. The focus of this report is specifically on the
Ongoi Bridge, which has been severely damaged and washed away by recent floodwaters. This
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incident has resulted in the severance of a critical road link, impacting access to essential
services and facilities. The affected road is a vital connection to Oduwo Health Dispensary,
Oduwo Market, three local schools, and other important community activities. The report will
provide a detailed analysis of the damage, assess the implications for local residents, and propose
necessary actions for repair and mitigation to restore connectivity and support the ongoing needs
of the community.

This report addresses the issues outlined herein in response to a formal request from the
Chairperson of the Committee on Infrastructure, Energy, and Public Works. The purpose of this
statement is to provide a comprehensive overview of the emergency plan developed by the
Directorate of Special Programs, Emergencies, and Disaster Management. This plan outlines the
immediate actions required to repair the Ongoi Bridge and restore safe and efficient
transportation along the Chemelil — Oduwo — Muhoroni Road in Chemelil/Tamu Ward.

The statement was issued by Hon. Fredrick Adonija, Member of the County Assembly (MCA)
for Chemelil/Tamu Ward, concerning the construction and recent issues related to the Ongoi
Bridge. This statement addresses the concerns raised about the bridge's current condition, which
has been adversely affected by recent events. Hon. Adonija's statement emphasizes the need for
urgent attention and action to address the construction-related problems, repair the damaged
infrastructure, and ensure the bridge's functionality is restored to support the local community
effectively

In addressing the matter, the committee convened a total of four sittings and conducted a
comprehensive site visit to assess the situation on the ground. These efforts were undertaken to
ensure a thorough understanding of the issues related to the construction of Ongoi Bridge along
the Chemelil — Oduwo — Muhoroni road, situated in Chemelil/Tamu Ward, Muhoroni Sub-
County.

Acknowledgement.

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, the committee extends its gratitude to all
stakeholders who participated in the proceedings, their cooperation and contributions have been
invaluable in compiling this report.

Additionally, the committee expresses its appreciation to the offices of the speaker, the clerk of
the Assembly and that of the area MCA; Hon. Fredrick Odari for their unwavering support,
which has been instrumental in enabling the committee to fulfill its duties effectively.

May | also take this opportunity and thank Members and secretariat of the standing committee
for their tireless commitment in consideration of the statement.
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On behalf of the committee and pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order No. 193 (5) (), it is
my duty and privilege to present to the County Assembly, the Committee’s report on a statement
sought by Hon. Fredrick Adonija Odari on the matter of the construction of Ongoi Bridge in
Chemelil Tamu ward.

Mandate/Legal Framework

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, the Assembly standing committee on Infrastructure,
Energy and Public Works is established under Standing Order 193 and the Second Schedule of
Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. The committee is mandated to look into all matters
relating to energy, County transport, including County roads, street lighting, traffic and parking,
public roads transport and ferries and harbors, excluding the regulations of international and
national shipping and matters related thereto; County public works and services including storm
water management system in built-up areas, firefighting and disaster management.

Members of the Committee
Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, the Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Energy
and Public Works comprises of the following Members:

1. Hon. Reuben Rakwach Chairperson

2. Hon. Anne Atieno Vice Chairperson
3. Hon. Ken Ooko Member

4. Hon. Lumumba Owade Member

5. Hon. Seth Kanga Member

6. Hon. Jenipher Obonyo Member

7. Hon. George Abaja Member

Secretariat

1. Mr. Peter Anditi - Principal Clerk Assistant.
2. Mr. Benard Abuodha - Clerk Assistant

3. Ms. Kennedy Okise - Sergeant at Arm

4. Mr. Edward Odanga - Hansard.

Establishment from the site visit.
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Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, the Standing Committee established the following
from the site visit. Ongoi Bridge, situated along the Chemelil — Oduwo — Muhoroni road, is
classified as a KeRRA (Kenya Rural Roads Authority) road. This classification indicates that the
bridge is part of the national rural road network managed and maintained by KeRRA, which is
responsible for overseeing the development and upkeep of rural roads throughout Kenya. The
bridge serves as a critical infrastructure component within this network, facilitating essential
transportation and connectivity for the communities in the Chemelil/Tamu Ward and
surrounding areas.

The bridge was originally constructed by European engineers during the colonial period. This
early infrastructure project was part of broader efforts to develop transportation networks and
facilitate trade and movement in the region. The construction of the bridge, undertaken under
colonial administration, played a crucial role in connecting various communities and supporting
economic activities. Over the years, the bridge has undergone several modifications and repairs
to adapt to changing needs and conditions, reflecting its enduring significance in the region’s
transportation infrastructure.

The Ongoi Bridge, originally constructed during the colonial period, was subsequently swept
away by the river during an episode of excessive swelling. Following this, the Special Programs
Directorate undertook the task of rebuilding the bridge. In an effort to combat erosion along the
riverbank, gabions were installed as part of the restoration work. However, these gabions were
also eventually carried away by the river’s strong currents. As a result of these challenges, the
current state of the bridge is now estimated to span more than 20 meters. This ongoing issue
highlights the need for effective long-term solutions to address both the structural integrity of the
bridge and the management of riverbank erosion.

Response from the department.

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, the department submitted a response to the
committee via a letter dated August 22, 2024, referenced
CGK/CECM/METR&PW/ASSEMBLY/VOL.11 (117). The report detailed that emergency
repair work on Ongoi Bridge was carried out by the Special Programs Directorate. However, it
was noted that the department does not have a specific budget allocation for the restoration of the
bridge. Given that the Chemelil-Oduwo road is classified as a KeRRA (Kenya Rural Roads
Authority) road, the department has engaged in consultations with KeRRA regarding the
necessary actions to reconstruct the bridge. The aim is to facilitate the restoration of safe and
efficient movement along the road, addressing both the immediate repair needs and long-term
maintenance of the bridge. (SEE THE ANNEX 1)

Obseravations
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Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, the Standing Committee observed the following for
the deliberations on Ongoi Bridge;

THAT, Ongoi Bridge is strategically located along the Chemelil — Oduwo — Muhoroni road,
which plays a crucial role in connecting various communities in the region. This road is
classified as a KeRRA road, managed by the Kenya Rural Roads Authority. KeRRA is
responsible for the planning, development, and maintenance of rural road networks throughout
Kenya.

THAT, the classification of Ongoi Bridge under KeRRA indicates that it is part of the national
rural road infrastructure that supports economic activities, facilitates access to essential services,
and promotes regional connectivity. As a KeRRA road, Ongoi Bridge is integral to the broader
transportation network, highlighting the importance of its upkeep and the need for effective
management to ensure its continued functionality and service to the local population.

Recent heavy downpours have dramatically altered the banks of the river, eroding the
surrounding landscape and causing the river to widen to approximately 20 meters in width. The
intense rainfall has led to significant runoff, which has further contributed to the widening of the
river, reshaping its course and impacting the nearby environment. As a result, the once narrow
channel has expanded considerably, inundating adjacent areas and altering the natural flow of the
river.

THAT, the local community has created a makeshift footbridge using tree branches to address
the lack of proper infrastructure. Unfortunately, this improvised footbridge is fraught with
dangers. The bridge is unstable and uneven, with loose branches and gaps that make it
treacherous for pedestrians. This is particularly concerning for schoolchildren who use the bridge
daily to get to and from school. The hazardous conditions heighten the risk of slips, trips, and
falls, posing a serious safety threat to the young pupils, students and other users. Without a more
secure and well-constructed bridge, the community remains vulnerable to accidents and injuries,
emphasizing the urgent need for a safer, more permanent solution.

Recommendation.

Mr. Speaker Sir and Honourable Members, this Standing Committee therefore strongly
recommends;

THAT, the Department of Infrastructure, Energy, and Public Works urgently collaborate with the
Member of Parliament for Muhoroni Constituency to address the issue of the compromised
bridge. Given that this bridge is situated along a classified KeRRA road, it is essential that
prompt action is taken to ensure its construction. The current condition of the bridge poses
significant risks to the safety of commuters and residents in the area. A coordinated effort
between the Department and the local MP will facilitate a quicker response and the

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. Page 7



County Assembly of Kisumu Assembly Debates Wednesday, 18" September, 2024

implementation of necessary measures to restore the bridge to a safe and functional state. This
collaboration will also ensure that the road's classification and its importance to the local
infrastructure are duly considered in the resolution process.

Conclusion

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, it is now my pleasure to move this motion that, this
House adopts this report of the Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works Committee report on a
statement by Hon. Fredrick Adonija in regards to construction of Ongoi Bridge in Chemelil
Tamu Ward. Hon Speaker, may | call upon the Chief Whip, Hon Kanga to second. Thank you.

The Chief Whip (Hon Kanga, MCA, Market/Milimani): Thank you Madam Speaker. | wish to
second Motion as presented by our Chair Honourable Rakwach. Madam Speaker, going by the
recommendations of this House Committee, it is clear that the road does not fall under the
jurisdiction of County Government. The roads squarely fall within the Kenya Rural Roads
Authority.

Madam Speaker, this House Committee recommends that the department of Infrastructure liaises
with the local Member of Parliament (MP), Hon James K’Oyoo because both of them represent
the people of Muhoroni. Hon. James K’Oyoo represents at the constituency level, and then the
Hon. Odari represents Chemelil -Tamu Ward at the ward level. So, it's is imperative that these
two custodian of people's interest to work together to ensure that KeRRA allocates money
towards the construction of Ongoi Bridge and they work in solidarity for the benefit of members
of the public in Muhoroni Constituency. Not really as Muhoroni only, but as Kisumu County at
large, because the road cuts across the constituency and it is a benefit for the people, the
sugarcane transporters, the farmers, and everybody in Kisumu. The traders who go to our
markets, in various markets within the County.

So, | urge the Honourable Odari, who is very much aware of the issues and the Member is very
passionate with the issues of Chemelil- Tamu Ward and this is because, when Honourable Odari
always speak in this House, he is always very much concerned with the issues of his Ward. |
applaud him for that. So, my plea is to urge him to liaise with the area Member of Parliament so
that they sort out this matter once and for all. With those few remarks, Madam Speaker, | beg to
second. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Members, and now
that the report by the Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works on the
matter of the Construction of Ongoi Bridge along Chemelil Oduo Muhoroni Road in Chemelil-
Tamu Ward has been presented, seconded and as per our Standing Orders, | want to propose that
the report is now open for debate.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honorable Tom Nyaoke.
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Hon. Nyaoke (MCA, North Nyakach): Thank you Madam Speaker. | want to first thank the
Chairperson for Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works Committee for a very good report that
has been brought before this House. Madam Speaker, this report is both technically sound and
precise to the point. Madam Speaker, an example of Ongoi Bridge is to set an example to other
projects that also have the same or similar situation in our wards. Madam Speaker, some of those
areas, maybe roads or bridges, which really fall under KeRRA and therefore fall under the armpit
of the MPs have been left now on the shoulders of the MCAs. There are a lot of roads or bridges
that you find people making noise about and they say, oh, the MCA has not done one, the MCA
has not done two. But ideally, those roads or bridges do not really fall under the ambit County
Government management. With this good report, | think it is going to be used as the basis for
some of other similar projects that are happening in our wards, Madam Speaker. It was very
important; the same way the Chief Whip has just mentioned, Honourable Adonija Odari has been
so keen on this particular bridge, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, with this good report, how and wish the Member can share this report with the
Honourable James K’Oyoo so that they see how to help those people who are supposed to be
using this bridge, Madam Speaker. | am certain that in receipt of this, even sharing this kind of
excellent report, which has really pointed to the direction at which we should go, will help the
people of Chemelil Oduo on the problem that they have. Thank you, Madam Speaker. | beg to
support.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Alice Wajewa.

Hon. Wajewa (Nominated Member): Thank you Madam Speaker. First, | want to start by
applauding the Standing Committee of Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works for the work
well done. The report is detailed and elaborate. | totally agree with all the recommendations
presented by this House Committee. Having been born and brought up in that area, in Chemelil -
Tamu, those days when we were growing up, the roads and the bridges were well maintained
because they were being maintained by the sugar factories. They were getting money that is from
CESS which was levied from sugarcane farmers. So, the factory, both Chemelil and Muhoroni
factories were maintaining the roads and even the bridges. Those days, those roads were super,
and it is so unfortunate that this kind of services cannot be gotten as a result of the CESS being
collected by the County Government is not ploughed back to the intended projects which are
infrastructural in nature.

Madam Speaker, recently | passed through that road and it was pathetic. It is a shame that those
kinds of roads can still be seen around, especially in a County like Kisumu County. It means that
there is somebody who is sleeping on the job. | want to agree with the recommendations of this
House Committee that the Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works should
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collaborate with the MP so that they can see what to do about the roads. This is because to my
understanding, it is my belief that there is some push and pull. I think maybe they do not possible
if these matters are not mitigated by both the MP and KeRRA. .

The MP maybe feels that he is not concerned because | understand that the CESS which is
collected from the factories for the maintenance of the roads is remitted to the county. So, what |
want to say is that the relevant department should sit down with the MP of the area so that they
find a way of repairing these roads to avoid upheavals which could result into an emergency
situation. We are going to lose lives, especially of our children who are using that bridge. I
support the report fully and I hope something is going to be done as soon as possible. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Ken Ouko

Hon. Ouko (MCA, West Kisumu): Thank you Madam Speaker. I would like to support the
motion. First, may I commend the Chairperson for handling this matter comprehensively and
with a lot of professionalism? Indeed, the Chairperson who is an Engineer by profession and we
expect that from him. Thank you, Chairperson. Madam Speaker, at times, the intervention of the
House is very important. This is just a consultative approach. It requires a lot of consultative
approach. We are not blaming anybody. You know, when one of our Members brings a
Statement to the House, it is upon the House now to intervene and help. I really understand and
support the recommendation that we collaborate with the office of the MP so that the bridge can
be handled. Madam Speaker, we have a lot of problems as MCA:s.

Madam Speaker, you are aware that, during the promulgation of 2010 Constitution of Kenya, it
was very clear that the Civic Education, which was meant to educate the people on the devolved
functions like the roads that were devolved and to be undertaken by County Governments, it was
not done adequately. Or if it was done, maybe people have forgotten about what should be done.
They do not understand this because the first representatives who we elected by the people who
have the daily physical presence are the MCAs. This is not only limited to Honourable Odari's
Ward. It is also spreading across the County. Our constituents only know that almost all of the
functions belong to the MCA:s.

Madam Speaker, | really sympathize with us. When will we be actually protected from being a
punching bag from the Wananchi and even to the leaders we are elected with? Madam Speaker,
you understand we are always in the village and most of the MPs are never there when needed.
So, this actually brings the reason why we are being punched on a daily basis be it night or day.
Madam Speaker, I am lamenting that when will these representatives known as MCAs have
peace? And it is quite unfortunate.
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We should help this fellow, Honourable Odari, so that at least some intervention can be sought.
Madam Speaker, Honourable Ochele is trying also to lament here, but not on a microphone.
Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated MCA): Yes, Hon. Mildred Ajumbo.

Hon. Ajumbo (MCA, Central Seme): Thank you, Madam Speaker, for noticing that | am here. |
want to support the motion on the floor that the Chairperson, Standing Committee on Roads and
the seconder who is the Chief Whip for have supported the motion and the Statement that was
brought by Hon. Odari on the status of the bridge in his Ward in Chemelil-Tamu.

Madam Speaker, it is high time the Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Energy and Public
Works liaised with the Department of Infrastructure, Energy and Public Works when it comes to
roads that are under the KeRRA and the County Government roads. Quite a number of MCAs
have similar issues. In my ward, there is also a road that was washed away; the entire bridge that
has cut off the upper part of my Ward and the lower part, and everyone else is abusing the MCA
for not having done that bridge in two minutes. You can imagine a bridge that would cost even
millions of Kenyan shillings and the road is not under County Government.

So, there is a lot of confusion on the ground when it comes to the road network because the voter
on the ground does not know the difference between roads under KeRRA and under the ambit of
the County Government. So | also want to stand and sympathize with Honourable Odari that by
the time he was bringing the Statement here, he did not know the classification of the road in his
Ward, but many times it is also good to liaise with the office of the MP and the Chairman of the
Roads in the Committee of Constituency Development Fund (CDF) so that they can give you a
list of the roads that they have classified in your Ward as KeRRA and also County Government.
| equally want to support the motion and encourage us to sit down with the office of the MP so
that they can give us the list of roads classified under Kenya Rural Roads Authority (KeRRA)
such that we do not have to come here to the Assembly to bring certain Statements. Thank you
Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Geoffrey
Warindu.

Hon. Warindu (MCA, Miwani): Madam Speaker, let me take this opportunity to laud this
House Committee and the Chairperson for a precise, clear but, untimely report.

(Hon. Rakwach consults with fellow Honourable Member)
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Hon. Rakwach, | beg for your attention. | want to laud you and your House Committee for the
precise, clear but, untimely report. 1 want to believe that the Statement was brought in the House
more than a year ago, and it has been responded to right now. We also want to appreciate,
despite the road being classified under the Kenya Rural Roads Authority (KeRRA) roads, the
County Government had made an effort through the Department of Special Program and had
repaired the bridge. But, due to the heavy rains, the bridge was again broken, and I can really feel
for the people, the school-going children, and the community that are using that road.

Madam Speaker, we are being informed that right now they are using a man-made bridge
constructed of sticks, which is so risky to the school-going kids. I also want to inform this House
that it needs a joint effort, and | want to believe that it is not just going to die just like that, and
also believe that the department will be making an effort through the office of the Member of
Parliament of Muhoroni, so that we ensure that we have a complete work done in that bridge.
Otherwise, thank you so much to the Committee, for the good report and | support.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Odari.
(Hon. Ochele and Hon. Odari rise on their feet)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): | thought Honorable Odari was
on his feet?

Hon. Odari (MCA, Koru/Muhoroni Ward): | am around, Madam Speaker.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Okay, go ahead.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Koru/Muhoroni Ward): But, let me give time to the senior Member so that
he first contributes then | will give my contributions later.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes Honourable Moses Ochele.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Thank you Madam Speaker. May | take this
opportunity to commend the Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Energy
and Public Works, Honourable, Engineer, Rakwach and his very able team. Madam Speaker,
though the report is long overdue, but, it was necessary that it be brought. Otherwise, we would
have declared it to have been overridden.

Madam Speaker, when Honorable Odari brought this Statement, there was a huge outcry at that
section of his Ward, because the people we represent are not aware to differentiate which road
belongs to KeRRA and which ones are for the County Government and moreso, in our rural
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areas. Therefore, when such incidences occur, the only remedy for us as representatives at the
lower cadre can seek, is to rush to this House, so that the facts can be verified. | believe that this
is what Honourable Rakwach has done with the Committee, and they have done it well. He has
also presented it in a summarized version, which is very much digestible to all of us.

Madam Speaker, it is a common norm in our Wards that the MPs and their team, as much as they
know the roads that they are supposed to work on, Madam Speaker, they rush to blame MCAs.
When they fail to do the roads, they rush to blame the MCAs to have failed in their role as
representatives of the people in the Ward. It happens everywhere, and very rampant in Nyando
Constituency. Again, in our own observation, we know that Honorable K’Oyoo is one of the
most responsible MPs when it comes to matters of roads. He has done a number of them which
are very good.

Madam Speaker, now that the issue is before us, and the Chairperson has determined that the
road does not belong to the County Government, it is not in our wisdom now, to direct that the
communication from this House be taken to the Member of Parliament. It cannot be done that
way. The only way that we can reach the MCA, our only channel, is if that solution can get its
way to the Senate. But, | do not believe that it has reached to that extent. Therefore, may | ask
my Honorable colleague, Honorable Odari, to seek audience with the area Member of Parliament
(MP), and then our team from the Department, which is the Department of Roads, to share this
report with the Honourable Member representing Muhoroni Constituency? If not so, then it
should have access to the KeRRA Officers, so that they can actually give their plan on this
particular road.

But Madam Speaker, last week and the other week, the Department called upon us to have a tete-
a-tete with them, and at the end of it, they were giving out the clusters of roads. Then, us as a
team from Nyando Sub County, we were given the roads which we should not talk about. A list
of about nine roads, which are earmarked for KeRRA, and have been budgeted for.

How | wish that the people of Muhoroni did the same. If they did not get this, then it is good that
they get it from the Department of Roads. This will help some of our colleagues, like Honourable
Odari to do a thorough Civic Education on which roads are earmarked for the Counties, and
which ones are for KeRRA and by extension, the MPs. Madam Speaker, what our people lack
most is awareness. If we can get documents that can create this awareness, then | believe that we
can be exonerated from the day-to-day blame that we are facing.

Madam Speaker, now Honourable Dari has two documents. He will have the document from this
House, which will be speaking explicitly on our roads. Then he will be having access to that list
from KeRRA from the Department. These two documents will help our brother Honourable
Adonija to ease the burden on his heart, and to allow those people to give him peace. That is
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because; the Member does not sleep neither does he rests. Again, | heard the Member of
Parliament for Muhoroni, even going to radio and funerals saying all MCAs from Muhoroni
Constituency have failed to make roads. And who has failed? The mess is his and he is insulting
all of them that they have failed. So, it is now glaring that it is the MPs lying and he will be
exposed.

The best way that he will be exposed, is for Honourable Adonija to do this, Madam Speaker, get
that list, get this, and then that matter will be resolved, and it will be solely rested upon his
shoulders. Thank you, Madam Speaker. | support.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honorable Bennie Pete
Oiko.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): Madam Speaker, | also want to make a little
contribution on this matter of KeRRA Roads in Kisumu County. Every Ward or every
Constituency has KeRRA Roads. The problem we have in Kisumu County is that we do not sit
down as political Leaders with the County Government and our MPs to discuss matters of these
KeRRA Roads. The assumption has been that they are within the domain of the MPs, and the
MCAs have nothing to say about them. But, Madam Speaker, that should not be the case. Like
the matter we are discussing today was an emergency matter some time back. The MP did his
part. The bridge collapsed. When the bridge collapsed, the County Government of Kisumu, who
is the father of all people in Kisumu County, came up and the road was, the bridge was done.
Unfortunately, it was washed by heavy rains again.

When such a thing happens, the County Government cannot wait, and its people suffer. Like this
bridge serves schools, markets, and the community. When there is an emergency, like when this
bridge collapsed all of a sudden, there is no crime in the County Government repairing or
building the new bridge, like the way it did in the Year 2022.

Madam Speaker, if it has collapsed again, it will now call upon the office of the MP. Then the
people of Kisumu will not wait for someone from Nairobi yet they know that their government is
here. So, we should know that there are instances where the government of Kisumu will come up
very fast to help its people. That will be very much in order. Besides, that will now call for
communication between the County Government and that of K KeRRA, so that there is no
duplication of work. But, we must also know that KeRRA has a bigger budgetary allocation. If
we are working together with our MPs, we will even plead with them to beg for more funds, so
that more of our roads, our bridges, are done. Then, as a County, we should identify that the
allocation being given to KeRRA is about Kshs 67 Million per Ward, which is very little to do
the roads and the bridges. We can air our voices on this, so that the Nairobi Office can be made
aware that there are some Counties and some Wards whereas that budgetary allocation is too
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little to serve them adequately. Then, we can beg if we realize that the allocation is not adequate
as it is now...

(Hon. Ochele rises on his feet)
Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi Ward): On a point of Order Madam Speaker!

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Ochele, whom do
you want to inform?

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi Ward): Madam Speaker, | want to inform the
Honourable Member on the floor.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Go ahead.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Thank you Madam Speaker. The core mandate of
this House is to ensure that our budget is properly made, properly designed and equitable.
Madam Speaker, in the roles given to this House, we have no leeway of helping Parliament in
deliberating their issues. The Kenya Rural Roads Authority (KeRRA), Kenya Urban Roads
Authority (KURA) and Kenya National Highway Authority (KeNHA) are National Government
issues and we have very able, representatives of the people, in the National Assembly, in the
Senate, to talk about the additional funds on KeRRA, KURA and KeNHA, if need be.

Madam Speaker, even if we shout, in the entire remaining three years, there is no way our voice
will reach Parliament, because that role of KeRRA is not ours. Ours is just to ensure that with the
little resources we have, we have roads called County Government roads, under Prof. Peter
Anyang Nyongé. But if you believe too much in National Government, then you are in the
wrong place in this House. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Oiko Pete.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): Madam Speaker, what Hon. Ochele has echoed,
maybe it is for his own interest. During heavy rains, it had been asked that the National
Government should help the County Government with more funds to improve on their destroyed
roads. At that time, it is not the MPs talking; it is the Office of the Governor talking to the
National Government. And it should also be noted that, this road we are discussing, was done by
the office of the MP Muhoroni, first time. Then the second time, when it was washed by the
heavy rains, the County Government did it. Why did the County Government do that? It was
serving its people, which is very much in order. So, let us not create the impression that the little
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money we get from the treasury in Nairobi, we cannot beg for more. That is the picture
Honourable Ochele is creating.

(Hon. Ngeta rises on his feet)
Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Madam Speaker, Point of Order!!

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Maurice Ngeta.
What is your Point of Order?

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Madam Speaker, | want to inform the House. The same
bridge we are talking about, Madam Speaker, has never been done by KeRRA, which is the
functions of the Members of the National Assembly. Madam Speaker, it was done by the County
Government kitty, through the CRF.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Point of Order, Madam Speaker. | want to inform
Honourable Ngeta.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Odari, you stood on
a Point of Order. So | do not know what Point of Order you are rising on. Honourable Maurice
Ngeta please conclude.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Madam Speaker, as | conclude. This said bridge was done
by the European Union, during the colonial period, Madam Speaker. So | want the Honourable
Member who is my best friend, Honourable Pete Oiko, to understand this.

(The Chief Whip rises ion a Pont of Order)
The Chief Whip (Hon. Kanga, MCA, Market/Milimani): Point of Order, Madam Speaker.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Whip.

The Chief Whip (Hon. Kanga, MCA Market/Milimani): Madam Speaker, sometimes you need
to guide the House accordingly. The Honourable Ngeta has just arrived with the House right
now. The Member should have first goner through the report which has been read by the
Honourable Rakwach. Madam Speaker, the Honourable Rakwach did indicate that we held four
meetings and the product of those four meetings is the report which is being read. I do not know
what the Honourable Ngeta is talking about. Please, Honourable Ngeta, before you speak, you
know the people are watching us, even the residents of Awasi Onjiko, whom elected you twice,
are watching. So sometimes you need to go down and read the Report before you debate on it.
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Equally, Madam Speaker, | equally want to inform the Honourable Oiko Pete. The era of
begging is no more. The Constitution clearly indicates how money is supposed to be divided to
both the National and the County Governments while taking into consideration all the other
parameters. Like the issues of marginalized groups and all the others. That squarely belongs to
the National Assembly, where the Member of Parliament represents when appropriation is being
done. And equally to the Senate.

| likewise agree with the Honourable Ochele, whom equally informed this House that this report
should be presented to the Senate. This is because that is where the division of revenue is being
conducted. Based on those few remarks, Madam Speaker, |1 beg you to guide the House
accordingly so that we debate within the confines of the report which has been presented by the
Chairperson, Standing Committee on Roads and Infrastructure. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Oiko Pete, it is
my belief that you stand guided.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo/Kanyagwal): Madam Speaker, | stand guided but I am well
informed because this House also ought to be well informed. We know of instances when
counties are being asked to provide their requests as per the disasters they have faced. And we
know that at the time of the budgeting, what comes to the counties as per the Budget Estimates,
we also know. So let no one deceive us that there is no time that the counties cannot beg the
National Government. This is because the National Government is the main source of revenue
for the County Governments. That is well known in this county. And when that happens, it is not

begging.

So Madam Speaker, on KeRRA roads, when there is an emergency, whether the road has been
washed away, the bridge has been damaged, we will expect KeRRA office to act. But the County
Government will not watch its people suffering because KeRRA has not acted and that is why
Kisumu County Government should be applauded when it took action in 2022 to repair this road.
Honourable Members should equally be aware that when that is done, the Government has
served its people and the message will go to KeRRA that this is what the County Government
has done. | beg to submit.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Adonijah Odari,
please proceed.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Thank you very much Madam Speaker. Foremost, | want
to appreciate the good work which has been done by the Standing Committee on Roads and
Infrastructure, led by Honourable Rakwach. Madam Speaker, | want to give a brief history of
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this bridge. It is true it was done by European engineers. In 2018-2017, it was washed away by
the heavy rainfall. But it was repaired by our area MP, Hon. James Onyango K’Oyoo. In 2022,
November, it was again washed away. | brought a statement here and the Department of Special
Programs went on the ground and they repaired it. In 2023, March, it suffered the same fate.

So, | have heard Honourable Member stating that the Ongoi Bridge has not been repaired by the
area MP. Please get it right that our area MP has also tried his level best to assist the people of
Oduo Community. Madam Speaker, | believe today or any other day from today, | can sleep
because of this bridge, going by the recommendations which has been brought by this House
Committee that Ongoi Bridge falls under KeRRA, that the County Government should
collaborate with the area MP so that it can be constructed. This bridge, when we went to the
ground with the Honourable Members, the quotation alone for this bridge to be constructed is
Kshs 40 million, which Kisumu County cannot do it considering that huge amount. And, |
thought that...

(Hon. Onyango rises on a Point of Order)
Hon. Onyango (MCA, Railways): Point of Order Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Sammy
Onyango.

Hon. Onyango (MCA, Railways): Madam Speaker, | want to inform the Member that Kisumu
County is constructing a road worth Kshs 300 million in Seme Sub-County. So, the County can
construct any bridge as long as it is within the County. But, in this case, this road is within the
KeRRA. So, the Member stating that the County cannot construct a bridge worth Kshs 40
million, in my belief is misleading the Members.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes Honourable Odari continue.
Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Thank you very much Hon. Sammy. It is good they are
constructing roads in Seme of that much you have quoted. But, it is very unfortunate that in
Muhoroni Sub-County, where farmers are remitting CESS to the County, they cannot do it. We
are being referred to the National Government. So, thank you. | just want to support the...

(Hon. Ochele rises on a Point of Order)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Ochele.
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Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Madam Speaker, please allow me to inform
Honourable Odari. That nobody is referring the Chemelil -Tamu Road to National Government.
But, these roads are classified. They are not classified by this House. They are classified by the
National Government. So, they are roads for County Government and they are roads for National
Government. So, nobody is referring Honourable Odari to the National Government but the law
itself. We did not do the classification. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Odari, | believe that
you are adequately informed that your concern about the road, is a National Government road,
not the County Government road. So, let us stick to the issue and debate on the right issue.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Thank you, Madam Speaker. | support this Report.
Therefore, thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Okoyo.

Hon. Okoyo (MCA, Central Kisumu): Thank you Madam Speaker, going by the mood of the
House, may I call the mover to reply?

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Rakwach.

Hon. Rakwach (MCA, Kolwa East): Thank you Madam Speaker. | heard Honourable Samuel
Onyango laughing that it has taken me a microsecond to stand up, but the mood of the House
dictated that | do so. Madam Speaker, let me take this opportunity to thank the Honourable
Members who have given their positive comments on the report that has just been read.

Let it go on record that the Chief Whip, | have to thank you. | have to appreciate the good work
that you have been doing in the Committee of Roads, the Committee of Infrastructure, and even
the elaborate and compressive secondment you have given to this report. Thank you, my big
brother. It is worth noting that you are worth bigger things in this republic.

Honourable Tom Nyaoke, thank you very much for the support. In your words, you said that the
report is very sound, and | know you also have an engineering background.

Madam Speaker, | would really request the Select Committee on Selection that when you will be
doing the realignment, if there is a chance in the Committee of Roads, then you consider
Honourable Tom Nyaoke, because | know his effort. The stakes has been raised. The likes of the
Honourable Chief Whip have really raised the worth of the membership of the Roads, such that
if such a chance occurs, then it is good we consider these members with engineering
backgrounds, those who have been in the construction sector.
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Honourable Alice Wajewa, thank you very much. You rightly observed that in the olden days
when you were in Muhoroni, the roads were so good, but nowadays they have been deteriorated,
and especially the KeRRA ones. | think that one should ring a bell to our Members of
Parliament, so that at least they should look at the KeRRA roads with some good eyes,

Madam Speaker, to Honourable Ouko, thank you very much. You are the watchdog of the public
resources in the county, and for you to say that a report is good, it is good indeed, because you
have got another eye that most of the Members may not have due to the duty that you have in the
Committee of PIC PAC.

Honourable Ajumbo Mildred, thank you. We really look forward to the recommendation that
you have given, that the classification of roads be made public, so that Members of the public are
made aware of how the roads have been classified which ones are the KeRRA roads and the
County roads, such that if there is a problem with the KeRRA road or KeRRA bridge, they know
where to take the matter to. When it is with the county roads, they know that the office of the
MCA is there.

Honourable Warindu, thank you for supporting the report. You are concerned about a non-
prompt response. | think it was not for granted, but it allowed us time to really dig deep and get
the history of the bridge, and even the classification of the bridge. Now we have a report which is
being appreciated and which is going to also make the area Member of the County Assembly
sleep, as he has rightly stated.

Honourable Ochele, thank you, my big brother and my chairperson Standing Committee on
Justice and Legal Affairs, for supporting the report and shedding a lot of light. You also share the
sentiments with the Honourable Mildred Ajumbo, and | would really follow up as the
Chairperson Standing Committee on Roads, so that we get the document where these roads are
classified, so that during public participation, this document is made available to the members of
the public, such that when they are choosing the roads that go to the ADP, they are informed of
the road number A, number B, and number F are KeRRA roads, so those ones don't propose
them to be made part of the county ADP. So that even if no intervention is done on them,
whether there is an emergency or not, they know it is not within the mandate or the obligation of
the MCA, but of the area Member of Parliament.

Honourable Oiko Pete, | believe that Honourable Ngeta was trying to inform the House that the
road was done by the European engineers during the colonial period. Therefore, the MCA had
also explained it, that the MP also did something, after which the Directorate of Special
Programme also did some repair. Remember, these ones were repairs, and in repair, the cost was
less. When eventually, now, the whole bridge collapsed, it can now not be repaired, but there has
to be a reconstruction, and the report has captured that it is spanning more than 20 meters. | saw
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it personally, it is spanning the bank, from bank to bank, and it’s a clear span of around 22
meters.

Madam Speaker, if you want to route the piers of that bridge, then you cannot route it at the
bank, where the currents of the water will sweep the piers. You have to give it some allowance,
so it means the deck will have to span approximately 30 meters, and you can really configure
how big that bridge is and the cost that can go into reconstructing that bridge. Even if you look
at, from the bed of the river to the bank, the top most portion of the bank, you will get to know
that the river is very deep, and I believe that the depth of the river can be more than 8 meters.

So you can really try to configure even the heights of the piers that can be used to reconstruct
this bridge, and all that measurement goes with the cost. So, it is a bridge that | know will cost
more than Kshs 50 million if proper work, which is structurally sound, is to be done. It would
have been easier if the road or the bridge is classified under county, such that even if we follow
up for Kshs 50 million to be allocated, then it is being allocated for a facility that belongs to the
county.

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, please remember, the Directorate of Special
Programme, there is no budget that is passed here, specific money for a specific project and a
special programme. It is money which is just being given there as a blanket, then they are the
ones who decide where they are doing their intervention in case of any emergencies. But in the
case of Kshs 50 million, it is money that even the Directorate of Special Programme doesn't
have. Madam Speaker, in this House, we have never allocated or appropriated to this Directorate
them such a huge amount. So if it were to be appropriated, then it would have gone through the
normal budgeting process. And now budgeting or appropriating money for a road or a bridge
which is classified under another entity, which is not a county entity, it is out of order. And we
are going to be out of order, Honourable Speaker. | hope the member is now well informed.

Honourable Odari, | thank you for supporting the Motion and you have said that you can now
sleep. But | urge you not to sleep very much. Yeah, you can just sleep a little because |1 know you
still have several things in your world to address.

It was observed that our report is long overdue. There is also another one which is overdue,
which is coming next week and it is my hope that this House Committee has done a good work
on that. Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, it will also go along in addressing the issues
that were raised.

Otherwise, Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, , let me take this chance also to thank the
Members of the Standing Committee on Roads and Infrastructure for the work that they did this
is because the report depicts that, we had four sittings and we even had to conduct a site visit

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. Page 21



County Assembly of Kisumu Assembly Debates Wednesday, 18" September, 2024

and you are all aware where Muhoroni is. It is very far from the assembly presence. And even
this road connects Chemelil with Muhoroni. So the committee did a very wonderful work.

Madam Speaker and Honourable Members, this is to the secretariat. We also have to thank the
Office of the Speaker and the Office of the Clerk for the support that they had given towards this
cause. Otherwise, Honourable Speaker, | reply thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Members, now that
the report by the Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Energy, and Public Works on the matter
of the Construction of the Ongoi Bridge along Chemelil — Oduo- Muhoroni Road in Chemelil -
Tamu Ward has been presented, seconded, and debated, it's time for me to propose a question.

(Question put and agreed to)

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Members, the report
by the Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Energy, and Public Works on the matter of the
Construction of Ongoi Bridge along Chemelil - Oduo- Muhoroni Road in Chemelil - Tamu Ward
has been adopted today, Wednesday, 18th of September, 2024, at 15:52 hrs.

Honourable Members, | direct that the Committee on Implementation to liaise with the
Department on following up on the implementation of these resolutions.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Next Order!!
ADJOURNMENT

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable Members, there
being no any other business to transact, the House stands adjourned to Thursday 19" September
2024 at 02.30 p.m.

(House rose at 15:53 p.m.)
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