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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU
THE HANSARD

Official Report
THIRD ASSEMBLY - THIRD SESSION
Thursday, 07" November, 2024

The House met in the Main Chamber at 02.30 p.m.

[The Speaker (Hon. Oraro) in the Chair]
PRAYER
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

[VISITING DELEGATION FROM GREAT LAKES UNIVERSITY,
KISUMU COUNTY]

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Members, | would like to acknowledge the presence in
the Public Gallery this afternoon a group of young leaders from the Great Lakes University
(GLUK). The Student Assembly of Great Lakes University have graced us with their presence
today.

Honourable Members, the students are here to watch and learn from our County Assembly
proceeding, which demonstrates their keen interest in the democratic process. You are aware that
the Governor of Kisumu County is the Chancellor of the Great Lakes University. We are proud
of Great Lakes University being a university within Kisumu County.

Honourable Members, in the gallery we have their speaker, Vincent Mike and the following
Committee Members: Elvis Matabiri and Caleb Okatch. We also have several delegates:
EmeldaDamaris, Faith Mueni, Fortune Okubi, Kevin Lumumba, Benjamin Manzugu, Steve
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Biko, Carl Allwell, Richard Asala, Dennis Kirio, and Edward Bigel. It is truly inspiring to see
such inspiration for public service among our future leaders. |1 want to encourage the students to
observe the proceedings of this House, and learn from the deliberations and decisions made
herein.

In our usual tradition of receiving and welcoming visitors to the Assembly, | extend a warm
welcome to them. On behalf of the Assembly and my own, | welcome and wish them a fruitful
learning experience and hope that their visit will ignite a passion for public service within them.
As per our tradition, | will give a few Members an opportunity to say something to the students.
And, of course, | will give the Leader of the Majority a chance to speak last. In the meantime,
Honourable Members, | want to give one male and one female Member of the County Assembly.
I am looking around to see if the Member for Kajulu Ward is present. However, | can see a
Member from Kolwa East Honourable Reuben Rakwach. He will speak on behalf of the people
of Kisumu East.

Honourable Members, is Great Lakes situated in Kisumu East or Miwani? Alright, I should get a
Member from Miwani. Therefore, Honourable K’Omudho, you will speak. No, the host is
Honourable Onditi who will take the Floor first to welcome our visitors. Thereafter, Honourable
Nereah Okombo will speak. And, of course Honourable Oiko, you must inform the students
something. Let us start with Honourable Onditi.

Hon. Onditi (MCA, Ombeyi): Thank you very much Mr. Speaker for according me this
opportunity. Allow me to take this opportunity to welcome the students of Great Lakes
University to the County Assembly of Kisumu. This is the County Assembly of Kisumu where
laws and legislation that governs every legal activity that goes around in Kisumu county takes
place.

| believe that this is a very important opportunity for you to come and witness first hand and to
interact and see how the business of the Assembly is conducted. On behalf of the people of
Mubhoroni, which soon | am going to represent as the area Member of Parliament (MP)...

(Laughter)

I humbly urge you not to make this as the last chance of visiting this Assembly. Make it frequent
so that at least when you are outside there, you can be the ambassadors of this Assembly, to let
the public know of its operations. | know you come from different and backgrounds and you get
a chance to interact with many people, sometimes more than Members of this Assembly, because
most Members usually interact with people in large gatherings, where one cannot get a chance to
at least explain to other people some of the things that we wish to let them know of. However, as
for you, being that you are students who are preparing to be scholars through learning and
getting to know what is going around in this Assembly, here is an opportunity for you to learn.
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Therefore, | appreciate your coming and feel most welcome to the County Assembly of Kisumu.
Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Members, Honourable Kizito is threatening me that she
will bring an impeachment Motion against me because she stood and | failed to recognize her. |
want to give the Member a minute to give your welcoming remarks. Please, do not threaten me
again.

Hon. Kizito (Nominated Member): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | want to inform these students
from GLUK that the reason | am here at the Assembly is to represent you. I am your
representative. Therefore, feel free and feel at home. | will be the next Woman Representative of
Kisumu County. So, definitely we are welcoming you here so that you can occupy these spaces,
okay? Always feel free, be at the table, and sit at the table, so that you can also be part of the
decision-making processes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Members, | did not know that | was only giving her a
platform to campaign.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Oiko.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, when the
young people come to this Assembly, they need to hear our voices and to get to know what is it
that has brought us here. When they go out, what will they go back with that they have learnt
from the Assembly? Here, we represent the people of Kisumu. We have three key
responsibilities: Representation, Oversight, and Legislation. However, |1 want to talk about
representation.

The representation role that we have enables us to talk on behalf of the constituents that we
represent, to represent the interest of our people, the people who elected us. That is a key role
that is being overlooked. An elected Member can go to any office to canvass for the interest of
his or her people, a key role which is never taken seriously. Therefore, as elected MCAs, we
represent the interest of our people at the County Government level. There is also no sin in
representing the interest of our people at the national level; because both the County and the
National Government are supposed to work hand in hand. But it is an area that is assumed,
ignored, and is not taken seriously.

When you hear an MCA canvassing for the interest of his or her people, at a national office, that
is a very noble responsibility. But | want to express this also to you. In Kisumu County, Great
Lakes University is our local private university. It is a very good achievement by our professors.
And it is great that Professor Nyongo is the Chancellor of the University. He is a very good
brain who was recognized from the time of him being a student up to now.
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A very good brain indeed. Professor Nyongo left a very good record at Makerere University. |
remember it was around the year 2021-2022 when the student leaders of Makerere University
paid him a visit in their programme of remembering the heroes of Makerere University.
Professor Nyongo is one of them.

In Kisumu Town, and | know some of you are not our locals, but you are Kenyans. The town
where we are got its name because it was a center for trade of the people of Kisumu and the
people of Kano. It was known as a Kisuma place. That is, a place where barter trade was taking
place. With the development of this town and the coming of the Wazungus, the name was
christened to Kisumu, to give it the English version. That is what Kisumu is. And we are proud
of the Great Lakes University because it is our local university, championed by our local
professors, a very good achievement for our people.

| also know that among you are students from different faculties. The problem of unemployment
that is a major issue in Kenya, | know this is being discussed at your level with many are
wondering what they will do. Employment has become a very big matter in Kenya and a major
issue because of the growing population of graduates against the few vacancies.

Therefore, we must struggle to be relevant in the society, to struggle to get placed where we can.
But we know there are two professions where the government employs every year. That is the
teaching and the medical profession.Those who are lucky to be studying those courses may find
themselves getting employment. However, let us discuss matters of employment for our people
and for our youth. Let the politicians figure out what development, and projects that should be
done to provide employment to the young people of Kenya.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Oiko, please wind up.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | will not stop without telling
them that this town of Kisumu is where Jaramogi Oginga Odinga grew up, in an estate called
Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo. So, some of you who may not have known Kaloleni that is one of the
oldest estates in Kisumu.And that is where the late doyen of politics in Kenya grew up. Thank
you.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Hon Nereah, kindly take a minute.

Hon. Okombo (MCA, Manyatta B): Thank you Mr. Speaker. A lot has been said already. But
again, |1 welcome you to Kisumu County Assembly. Noting that your institution is a renowned
institution of higher learning, maybe mine would just ask that you open your doors for
collaboration and partnership with the Kisumu County Assembly and Kisumu County
Government, especially on areas of research and policy on issues that mostly affect Kisumu
County most. Issues on Climate Change and Research areas like malaria.
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Just the other day we had a Motion on mosquito bites that is affecting Kisumu County. So, if we
could partner on such areas and come up with issues or facts that can enable us to deliver well to
residents of Kisumu County and even your institution because you are part of us, then that will
make a very good ground for visiting and sharing experiences with us. Otherwise, welcome to
Kisumu County Assembly.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Leader of Majority

Leader of Majority (Hon Ooko, MCA Ahero): Thank you very much, Honorable Speaker. |
also want to take this chance to welcome the students from Great Lakes University to the County
Assembly of Kisumu. And | want to inform them that in this House we debate matters of County
importance and matters and issues affecting members of our community in this region.

As an institution of higher learning in this region, | want to say that we are proud of you. We are
happy with you because we have not seen any bad behaviour from students of Great Lakes
University. In this House there are only two Members representing the youth? And you can look
at the number; we are 47, in fact 48 including the speaker. So, | want to challenge you that when
you go outside there, when general election comes, | want to urge you to vie so that you can also
come and represent your people. It is not a matter of having money but instead, having good
policies for the people you want to represent. That is the challenge for you.

In this House we have Members with different educational backgrounds. The Member sitting as
the Speaker is an Engineer. In this House, we have accountants, lawyers, and those with Masters
while some are pursuing their PhDs. We also have form four leavers. We have Members who
served in the military. Therefore, you can see the composition of this House is diverse.
Otherwise, you are most welcome. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Next order!!
PAPERS LAID

REPORT OF THE SELECTION COMMITTEE ON REALIGNMENT OF HOUSE
COMMITTEES

BY
HON. KEN OOKO, MCA, AHERO
(CHAIRPERSON)
The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Leader of Majority.

Leader of Majority (Hon Ooko, MCA Ahero): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
Table the Papers pursuant to the provisions of orders number 182 (6) of the Standing Orders. |

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor Page 5



County Assembly of Kisumu Hansard Database Thursday, 07" November, 2024

wish to Table today Thursday, 07th November 2024 Report of the Selection Committee on
Realignment of House Committees. Thank you.

(THE LEADER OF Majority lays the report before the House for consideration)

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Members, the Selection Committee report on the
Realignment of House Committee membership in the County Assembly is properly laid before
the House and 1 direct that the House Business Committee considers scheduling this Report for
debate.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Next order!!
NOTICE OF MOTION

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): the Leader of Majority.

Leader of Majority (Hon Ooko, MCA Ahero): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
give a Notice of Motion that pursuant to the provisions of Orders No. 45 (1) of the Standing
Orders, this House adopts the report of Selection Committee on Realignment of House
Committees. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Next order!!
STATEMENTS

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Honourable Members, it is Statement time.
The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Yes, Honourable Leader of Majority

Leader of Majority (Hon Ooko, MCA Ahero): Thank you Honourable Speaker. I rise to make a
Statement regarding the escalating and widespread incidences of insecurity within Kisumu
County.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, | rise pursuant to Orders No. 42 (2) (b) of the Standing
Orders that seek a Statement from the Chairperson of the Sectoral committee on Administration
of law, Justice, Constitutional affairs, Good Governance and Security, regarding the escalating
and widespread incidences of insecurity within Kisumu County. The right to security is a
fundamental human right and a crucial component of a safe and functional society. Security is
essential to protect individuals' well-being and allow them to pursue their livelihoods and
participate freely in social, economic and political activities without fear.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the right to security not only encompasses protection
from crime but also includes proactive measures that ensure public order and peace. The
Constitution of Kenya, 2010 underscores the responsibility of the government and its institutions
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to ensure that all citizens live in a secure environment free from violence and intimidation.
Honourable Speaker and Honourable Members, the above notwithstanding residents and
businesses in the County alike are living in fear due to a surge in criminal activities.

Below are a few of these incidences:

1. The recent tragic killing of a security guard at Riat Market in Ahero Ward underscores
the severity of the situation and the potential for fatal consequences.

2. In Kajulu Ward, there is one Mr. Jack Owiti from Obolo Market that was attacked at
night and succumbed from the injury sustained

3. While Mr. Rere was attacked at 5 a.m. in the morning in the same Kajulu Ward. In
addition to this, cries have surfaced in social media platforms over daylight robbery,
particularly near the Nyamasaria flyover and night break in, all especially our estates
incidences that have become increasingly common, causing widespread anxiety among
the populace.

Mr. Speaker, while these are just a few examples, | am confident that each and every Honourable
Member has encountered similar, if not more severe cases of insecurity within their respective
Wards or areas of residence.

In light of these pressing concerns, the Chairperson of this House Committee should inquire and
provide a comprehensive Report on;

1. Security Protocols: Details on the specific security protocols currently in place within
Kisumu County to safeguard residents and business particularly in high-risk urban and
semi-urban areas.

2. Police Deployment and Response: How police personnel are currently deployed across
the County with a particular focus on areas prone to frequent criminal activities.
Strategies in place to ensure timely and effective responses to reported incidents.

3. Protection of Security Guards and Community Involvement: Policies and measures are in
place to support and protect security guards who often bear the brunt of criminal attacks,
how community watching groups can be effectively integrated with law enforcement to
enhance local safety and security.

4. Crime Hotspots and Surveillance: Some of the specific measures being taken to improve
security in non-crime hotspots within the County plans in place to install surveillance
systems in these areas to deter criminal activities and aid in investigations.

5. Long-term Security Strategy: Details of the long-term plans and proposed strategies of
the County to address the underlying causes of insecurity and foster a more secure and
stable environment for all Kisumu residents.

Thank you, Honourable Speaker. | have another Statement that is also in the Order Paper. If you
allow me, | continue and finish the Statement. Thank you.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Members, the Majority Leader had requested me that I
give chance to two or three people, if they have comments on the same Statement on insecurity.
If none, Honourable Moses Ochele.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | think the Statement by the
Leader of Majority has just come at the right time because insecurity has become a serious
phenomenon in this County and nationally.

Mr. Speaker, privately and through print and audio media, | have learned of several cases of
insecurity around our County and that prompted the Committee of Justice and Legal Affairs
Committee to convene a meeting with the security team and also to book an appointment with
the County Commissioner. Mr. Speaker, this was only stopped when we went on recess and
more so County Assemblies Sports Associations, CASA games. Therefore, now that the
Statement is there, it is my belief that it is now just invigorating the Committee to push harder
and bring a substantive report and prepare how the County Government is and how prepared the
national government is on matters of security to help our people be safe, live safely, and work
freely. Therefore, with that, because we have made an initiative, Mr. Speaker, | believe that this
House gives this House Committee two weeks, then a report will be within the House. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Members, | direct that the Statement be committed to
the Standing Committee on the Law, Justice, Legal Affairs, Good Governance, and Security, and
you bring the report to the House within two weeks. Honourable Member, when we say two
weeks, let it be two weeks. Whether it is a full or half report, again, whether it is positive or
negative report. The report must come to the Assembly for the deliberation.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): The Honourable Leader of the Majority.

Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Thank you once again, Mr. Speaker. | would
like to raise a Statement regarding the ongoing issue of non-functional street lights and flood
lights in Ahero Ward and the County as a whole.

Hon. Speaker, | rise to pursuant to Orders No. 42(2) (b) of the Standing Orders, to seek a
Statement from the Chairperson of the Secretarial Committee on Infrastructure, Energy, and
Public Works regarding the ongoing issue of Non-functional Streetlights and Floodlights in
Ahero Ward and the County as a whole.
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Mr. Speaker, the absence or malfunction of these essential lighting systems poses a significant
security risk to the residents of Kisumu County, particularly in Ahero Town, where | represent;
this problem is being experienced in the following areas:
1. Ahero Market flood lights.
2. Ahero Market street lights.
Kaboi flood lights.
Jasmik street lights.
Maembe flood lights.
Panadole flood lights.
Riat Market flood lights.

No ok~ ow

Mr. Speaker, in response to this pressing matter, the Chairperson of this respective House
Committee should provide a detailed Report on the following;

1. The specific reasons behind the failure of the aforementioned street lights and flood lights
in the Ahero Ward and any others within the County.

2. Any immediate or long-term interventions being undertaken to restore the functionality
of these lighting systems.

3. Specific timelines for the restoration of each individual lighting installation, ensuring
transparency and accountability. Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Reuben Rakwach.

Hon. Rakwach (MCA, Kolwa East): Thank you, Mr. Speaker.l would like to request that this
House Committee be given a period of two weeks to get a response from the concerned
Department.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it, Hon. Deputy Speaker?

Hon. Okombo (MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before the Committee request
to be given two weeks, | remember there was a similar Statement raised on this Floor and a
response had been given with the promise that those lights were to be repaired within a specific
period of time. To date, nothing is happening. Another Statement is being sought. Maybe the
Chairperson should inform this House what became of the previous response. Where has it
reached and why are they taking another Statement when they have not followed up on the
previous response? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Chairperson, Select Committee on Implementation. 1 believe
that you have a response to that.
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Hon. Bodo (Nominated MCA): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am not able to answer that. Maybe |
would request my Deputy Chairperson, since | have been away, to respond to that issue. Thank
you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Deputy Chairperson Implementation Committee.

Hon. Were (MCA, Nyalenda “B”): Thank you. Mr. Speaker, | think this matter is not before our
desk. I can remember this Statement...

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable James Were. What the Hon. Deputy Speaker is saying is
that a similar matter came to this House. Resolutions were made and | think she is referring to a
response of an action within some period. So, that is what we want to know. What happened?

Hon. Were (MCA, Nyalenda “B”): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | think this matter was debated
here and this matter was dispensed with. It is my belief that you can just give us maybe just a
week so that we can refresh and get to know more about it and Report back, Mr. Speaker.

(Hon. Odari rises on a Point of Order)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):What is it Honourable Odari?

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil/Tamu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The issue of a floodlight within
Kisumu County is a problem, but the truth to be told...

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Odari | have not opened debate. | am still following up
on a matter. | had given to the Chairperson, Standing committee on Infrastructure to respond to
the Statement by the Leader of Majority and | had an interjection by the Deputy Speaker who is
raising that a similar Statement was in this House and even response made. So, that is why | gave
an opportunity to the Chairperson, Select committee on Implementation C because it is their
responsibility to follow up on resolutions of the House. So, | thought you wanted to help me
there.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil/Tamu): Mr. Speaker, | have seen the way the Chairperson, Select
Committee on Implementation react and it is my belief that they were not ready with the

response, but can | assist them if you allow me?

(Laughter)
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Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil/Tamu): What is going on? | am seeing my seniors. Okay, the fact
is as much as the Majority Leaders raised the Statement, if you go down there, if you go down
there asking about the floodlights, the answer that...

(Hon. Ngeta rises on a Point of Order)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Ngeta, what is your Point of Order?
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Whom do you want to inform?
Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Mr. Speaker, | want to inform the speaker on the Floor,

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Odari, Hon. Ngeta, wants to inform you.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Mr. Speaker, | believe that Honourable Ngeta should first
wait and listen carefully to what I want to present before he reacts...

(Laughter)

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Mr. Speaker, this is because | have not concluded my
Statement, what | wanted to say, and the Member has stood up and wants to inform me. So, | do
not know what he is going to inform me about and he has not even listened to what | want to say.
No, he is not young. He is a Senior Member.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Odari, you have refused the information by Hon. Ngeta,
so proceed. You have one minute.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil /Tamu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The fact about floodlights is, the
answer that will be given by those people who are down there that the County Executive
Committee Member for Finance has declined to release the funds so that the floodlights can be
repaired. That is the truth of the matter.

(Hon. Dede rises on a Point of Order)

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): Mr. Speaker, Point of Order? Mr. Speaker, | am rising while
citing the provisions of Orders No. 89 on Statement of Fact, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Dede.
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Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): Thank you Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member who was
on the floor is noting that the department will not give the clear information. Can you
substantiate where you are getting these the information from?

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil/Tamu): Why don’t you give me time? I have gone there. Each and
every time you people are defending these people and they are messing us in Kisumu County,
why? Why must they be defended? The truth must be told. All of us, and that is the fact, all of
us, if we are not careful, we are going back home.

(Hon. Okumu rises on a Point of Order)
Hon. Okumu (MCA, East Seme): On a Point of Order, Hon. Speaker.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): No, Mr. Speaker, you should protect me because each and
every time | want to talk, now they want to...

Hon. Okumu (MCA, East Seme): On a Point of Order, Hon. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Which point of Order?
(Laughter)

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Order!! Honourable Members. Hon. Seth, what is your Point of
Order?

Hon. Okumu (MCA, East Seme): Mr. Speaker, | am citing the provisions of Orders No. 89 on
Statement of Fact, | believe so, the Hon. Member is insinuating that he had gone there and there
are communications that the Finance Department refused to give money.Mr. Speaker that is a
very, very serious allegation that we need to have facts about. If not, | think it is just good that
the Member apologizes because going there individually without the approval of the Assembly
and making stories along the road.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil/Tamu): Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Resume your seat, Honourable Members. You know how the
Assembly operates. Honourable Seth is on a Point of Order. Of course, | will listen to him. | may
rule him out of Order of Order or | may give you time to respond. Just on your question, can you
please repeat what you were saying Honourable Okumu.
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Hon. Okumu (MCA, East Seme): Mr. Speaker, | was saying that without any communication
written to this House, | think talks on the streets, especially in this House, should not form a
basis on which we can castigate any person. If the Honourable Odari really wanted to get
information from the department, then the Member should have followed the channels of the
Assembly. But based on what he is saying, if the Member cannot prove that there were such
allegations, then it is my opinion that it is just good that the Member withdraws and apologizes.
Thank you, Hon. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Odari.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Honourable Okumu, | will not
apologize. Number one, for your information, when we came to this Assembly, | raised the same
Statement on the operational status of streetlight and to date nothing has been done. The truth is,
if you want the facts, let us call the County Executive Committee Member and those guys down
there. | will prove them right here. This is because they communicated to me. It is me who went
there. Now they are asking me to defend these people. That is the fact. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Order!! Honourable Odari. Honourable Members, you know when
we debate, we debate based on facts. And we follow the provisions of our Standing Orders which
| believe all of you were provided with. And you should treat it as your bible when you are here.
The matter at hand is a Statement raised by Hon. Leader of Majority.

Honourable members | want to direct that | do not want it to take much of our time because | am
seeing Members are digressing from what we were discussing. My concern was based on the
Statement, not Statement but the interjection by the Hon. Deputy Speaker that a similar
Statement was here. And that response had been made.

So | wanted to inquire the status. And now that it looks like the Committee is not ready with the
status, 1 want to say the following. One, the Implementation Committee have repeated several
that whenever we make a resolution in this House, even without mentioning, you are supposed to
pick it up. There is a timeline that is given in the Standing Order when you are supposed to
inquire about the status of such resolutions and give feedback. Either through Statement, you can
start during Statement time and give feedback, or do a substantive report if there are resolutions
that you want Members to adopt.

Honourable Members, | so direct that the Statement by the Honourable Leader of Majority be
committed to the Committee of Infrastructure, roads, and Public Works. And you report back
within two weeks alongside the status that we are referring to. The responses that were given
sometimes back. | do not have the specific date, but I think you can ask with our Hansard team to
get the specific dates and the response that was given.
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And last time, I think it was yesterday, when your Committee was presenting something on a
Statement. This is an inquiry. Please ensure that you bring on board all the witnesses when you
will be doing this. So that when you report back, everybody is brought on board, including the
owner of the Statement who is the Leader of Majority? Honourable Rakwach, just listen to me
that the Member who has raised the Statement is a witness in your House Committee. So ensure
that you call him alongside your Committee.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Nancy Matara, | had seen you up.
Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Mr. Speaker...
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it, Honourable Odari?

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil/Tamu): Mr. Speaker, | do not know. I need your clarification. The
Member who has raised the Statement is a Member of the Committee of Roads and equally the
Leader of Majority.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Order!! Honourable Odari. | am treating the Statement as a
Statement raised in the House. So, | am not aware if the Member who has just raised the
statement is a Member of the said House Committee or not. But | have given my direction to the
Chairperson of this House Committee that the owner of the Statement is a witness in the
Committee. Again, during the debate, you can join the Committee and raise that so that we see it
when it comes as a Report. So | am not aware if the Leader of Majority is a Member of the
Committee, but | am addressing the chair of the said Committee.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Honourable Nancy Matara.

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 rise to the pursuant Standing
Order No. 42 on a Personal Statement. As the Chairperson, Standing Committee on Gender,
Sports, Culture, and Youth Affairs, | will bring a comprehensive Report on the...

(Hon. Okumu rises on a Point of Order)

Hon. Okumu (MCA, East Seme): Point of Order, Hon. Speaker. The Member on the Floor has
just mentioned that she is bringing a Personal Statement and starts by saying, as the Chairperson
of Sports Culture. I do not know how being a Chairperson of Sports Culture makes a Statement
personal. Thank you Mr. Speaker.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Seth, I rule you out of Order. | wanted to listen to what
the Member is saying for me to make a ruling whether that Statement is personal or not. So Hon.
Nancy, can you proceed?

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | wanted to talk on a General
Statement. Thank you, kindly give me time.l will bring a comprehensive Report on the Fifth
Edition of the CASA event, but it is so pretty that | just want to brief the lovely Assembly of
Kisumu County on how we performed during the CASA games, and | do hope all the Members
enjoyed the CASA.

Mr. Speaker, | want to first congratulate the most improved discipline, which is netball. We have
never brought a trophy on that, and this time we had a trophy. We became number three, and
congratulations to them.We took back the three trophies on the fifth edition CASA, and we came

back with five.First, | want to say that | want to congratulate the choir Members for retaining
their number one on the set piece.

(Applauds)

Similarly, | want to congratulate the Ajua team for retaining their number three. Further, | want
to congratulate the Draft team for attaining number three, and I also want to congratulate the...

(Hon. Ngeta rises on a Point of Order)
Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Point of Order Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Maurice Ngeta, whom do you want to inform?

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Mr. Speaker, let us not violate the rules of this House, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Whom do you want to inform?

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko): Mr. Speaker, | want to inform the House. | have seen my
sister, Honourable Nancy; bring a counter Statement. Mr. Speaker, let us follow the right
procedure while bringing Statements in this House. Mr. Speaker, let us just follow the right
procedure and let us not be disorderly.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Well, Honourable James Omollo you resume your seat. Honourable
Ngeta | have heard you.
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Honorable Nancy Matara is the Chairperson of the Sports Culture Committee. Honorable Nancy,
you would have rose on Standing Order No. 41(2)(d). I read, “The Majority Leader, the Minority
Leader, or a Committee Chairperson, as the case may be, or their designees may make a
statement relating to their responsibilities in the County Assembly, or the activities of a
committee.” I believe that is what you wanted to do.

It is a requirement that when you are doing that, you shall, before 1:00 p.m. of the day on which
the statement is proposed to be made, and hand over a handwritten statement to the Speaker, but
there is provision that there may be leave by the Speaker or by the House. So, | want to give you
leave, that you proceed with your statement, but make it a learning lesson that next time, when
you are talking about personal statement, it is about you. And when you are touching on the
County, it is a topical concern. Proceed. | give you a maximum of two minutes.

Hon. Matara (Nominated MCA): Thank you.

(Hon. Kelvin Oraro interjects)
Hon. Oraro (MCA. Kolwa Central): A Point of Information Mr. Speaker
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Whom do you want to inform Honorable Kelvin Oraro?
Hon. Oraro (MCA. Kolwa Central): (On a Point of Order) The owner of the statement. Mr.
Speaker, whatever statement she is bringing is in Order, but the unfortunate part is that, whether
you tell us we are number three in ‘Ajua’ but there is no documentation. | treat that as rumours. |
believe that the member is not right to proceed mentioning serious achievements that we have
without any documentation. If she is lying, we do not know. So, | believe that you advise and let
her prepare a statement with facts and a record that you can keep and know our position. She is

just wasting our time now, Mr. Speaker. Just give her two minutes.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Kelvin, I rule you out of Order. There is no Member who
can waste your time. Honourable Matara, | give you two minutes and | will give a direction on
your Statement.

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): Thank you, Mr. Speaker....

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): But it is not a Personal Statement?

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): Yes. Thank you so much Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | want
to just reply to Honorable Kelvin Oraro.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Nancy, | have given you two minutes to present your
Statement.

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Actually, | wanted to present
these trophies, but I did not see anywhere the provision that permits us to bring the certificates
and the trophies in the House. Thank you so much.

Honourable Members, what | wanted to say is this. | am so grateful that we went and participated
in the Fifth Edition of the CASA, 2024 and we brought five trophies. Mr. Speaker and the
Honourable Members, | was so happy but yet disappointed where other disciplines we were
disqualified because lack of threshold of Members. Kindly, Members, if you know that you
cannot do two disciplines at a time, just register and participate in one discipline. And | will be
grateful if you do so, because we lost some games just because there was not a threshold for the
Members who were not present, and they could not only allow the staffs. Mr. Speaker a good
example are in disciplines such as Badminton and Table Tennis. | remember | called two
Honourable Members, but they could not make it. Actually, one told me that, Nancy, | do not
think if I can make it, because | am doing something very important. And he knows himself. And
he is in the room.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Nancy, you want to say that Badminton, even
Honorable Gard Olima wanted to be there. There were so many Members. Anyway, you have a
good Statement, but you are bringing it in the wrong way. Go and prepare.

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): And that is the reason why...

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Order!! Honourable Nancy, please resume your seat. Through your
committee, or even with your committee, you can either prepare a report or prepare a statement.
You can give to the Speaker to give during communication, even with the certificates, so that we
communicate officially. I believe that within the week, you can sit as a House Committee, do
your feedback, so that you officially bring it to the House. Otherwise, we appreciate you for what
you have done. And compared to last year, based on what you have said, | personally have seen
the trophies when they were brought to my office today. | believe that | saw five trophies, as
opposed to three, which I saw in the last year’s CASA....

(Hon. Leader of Majority rises on his feet)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it, the Leader of Majority? Why are you up standing?

Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Mr. Speaker, | also want to echo my voice to
Honorable Nancy Matara. When you are congratulating Members, you have failed to
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congratulate me. Yet, | really represented the Tug-of War that | was even rained on severely. |
just want to urge you that when you are doing the report, give us proposals that next time we go
to CASA, we have a camp like school camp, so that Members can participate 100%. Well, thank
you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Honourable Gard Olima, | do not want to open this mater to
debate.

Hon. Matara (Nominated MCA): Much obliged.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Order!! Honourable Nancy, just resume your seat. Switch off your
microphone. Honorable Gard Olima, | do not want to open a debate. What is it?

Hon. Olima (MCA, South West): Thank you Mr. Speaker. On the matter on the Floor, | know a
comprehensive statement will be brought by the Chairperson, but Mr. Speaker, as the National
Treasurer of CASA, | want to appreciate the Kisumu County Assembly for having participated
fully in all the games during the day and during the night.

(Laughter)

Mr. Speaker, | know it is part of the statement. | also want to congratulate the Leader of Majority
for being the best coordinator for the first time without approval by the Kenya National
Governing Council (KNGC), but he took the job and he did a good job. And I think as CASA,
we will appreciate him well when we do our post-mortem on the same. The Deputy Leader of
Majority, who is my junior as well, tried to play, but the game he went to, we lost. So, | want
him to next time start preparing early enough. Again, | request that next time the Member does
not do the night one before coming to the day one.

(Laughter)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Thank you. Honorable Gard, please resume your seat. Order!!
Honourable Nancy. The statement time is one hour. We are two minutes past one hour on the
statement time. Honorable Olima, keep your debate. When the statement comes, | will give you

time to debate. Honorable Nancy, | have given a direction.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!
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MOTION
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON APPOINTMENTS ON
THE SUITABILITY OF MR. HESBON OWUOR HONGO, NOMINEE TO THE POSITION
OF COUNTY SECRETARY, KISUMU COUNTY.

BY
HON. KEN OOKO, MCA, AHERO
(LEADER OF MAJORITY)

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Members, as the Leader of Majority moves the motion in
the Order Paper, | want to refer you to page 365. That is on Notices, and that is Limitation of
Debates.

Honourable members, the House resolved on Wednesday, 21st February, 2024, as follows. That,
Pursuant to provision of Standing Order No. 95(1) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing
Orders. This Assembly orders that each speech in a debate, the report of a House Committee, a
Session Paper, or any other report submitted to the County Assembly be limited as follows;

‘A maximum of three hours for the whole report, with not more than 20 minutes for the mover of
the motion, and 10 minutes in replying. And a maximum of five minutes for any other member
speaking except the leader of majority, who shall be limited to a maximum of 15 minutes. And
that priority shall be accorded to the leader of majority party in that order’.

| am raising this one because you have a report, so the report cannot go beyond three hours, and
the Limitation of Debate is as per what we resolved on the 21st of February, 2024, on
Wednesday in this House. The Leader of Majority, the Floor is yours.

The Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise to move a
motion on the report on the Suitability of Mr. Hesbon Hongo, nominee to the office of the
County Secretary. Honourable Members, | will take you through using the moving notes, as the
comprehensive report was posted in our wall early enough.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members,pursuant to the Provisions of Section 44 of the County
Governments Act, 2012, read together with Section 6 of the Public Appointments (County
Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017; His Excellency the Governor submitted to the County
Assembly the Nomination of Mr. Hesbon Owuor Hongo; Nominee for appointment to the
Position of the County Secretary for vetting and approval by the County Assembly.
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The Nomination of Mr. Hesbon Hongo was conveyed to the Speaker of the County Assembly
vide letter Ref. CGK/CS/ADM/01/VOL.1/914 dated 4™ October, 2024 alongside the Nominee’s
curricula vitae and testimonials. (See Annexure i)

Consequently, on 9™ October, 2024 pursuant to Section 6 of the Public Appointments (County
Assemblies Approvals Act), the Leader of the Majority Party; Hon. Kennedy Ooko tabled the
name of the Nominee on the Table of this Hon. House for approval; and was committed to the
Committee on Appointments by the Hon. Speaker in accordance with Section 6 (7) of the Public
Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 and Standing Order No. 187 for vetting
and reporting to the House within twenty-one (21) days.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, pursuant to Section 7 (4) of the Public Appointments
(County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017, the Clerk of the County Assembly placed an
advertisement in the print media on 18" October, 2024 notifying the Nominee of the time and
place of the approval hearing and invited the public to submit memoranda by way of written
statements on oath (affidavit) on the suitability or otherwise of the Nominee in accordance with
the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 (Annexure ii). The
Advertisement indicated that the submissions were to be received on or before 31% October,
2024 at 4.00 p.m. By close of the submission deadline, the Committee had not received any
memoranda in regards to the suitability of the Nominee for appointment.

Further in fulfillment of the provisions of Sections 87 of the County Governments Act, 2012 read
together with section 7 (5) of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act,
2017 and Standing Order No. 187, the Clerk of the County Assembly also notified the public
through the print media that the Committee would conduct the approval hearing on Thursday 31°
October, 2024 at 11.00am at the County Assembly Chambers. (Annexure ii)

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the Nominee appeared before the Committee as
scheduled on Thursday 31* October, 2024 at 11.00am for an approval hearing on his suitability
or otherwise for appointment to the position of the County Secretary as per the requirements of
the Constitution, the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017, the
County Governments Act, 2012 and the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders.

May | therefore take this opportunity to thank all the Members of the Committee for their input
and valuable contributions and time during the approval hearings and deliberations during the
writing of the Report. The Committee also takes this opportunity to thank the Offices of the
Speaker and of the Clerk of the County Assembly for the technical support accorded to it during
the exercise.

Establishment and Mandate of the Committee
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Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the Committee on Appointments is established under
Standing Order No. 187. Standing Order No. 187 (4) provides that the Committee on
Appointments shall;

consider, for approval by the County Assembly, appointments under Articles 179(2) of the
Constitution.

Committee Membership

The Committee on Appointments as currently constituted comprises of the following Members:

Hon. Elisha J. Oraro Speaker of the County Assembly/
Chairperson

Hon. George Abaja Vice Chairperson (MCA West Seme)

Hon. Ken Ooko Leader of the Majority Party (MCA Ahero)

Hon. Lumumba Owade Deputy Leader of the Majority Party (MCA
S.E. Nyakach)

Hon. Seth Kanga Majority Whip (MCA Market/Milimani)

Hon. Nereah Okombo Deputy Speaker (MCA Manyatta B)

Hon. Zachary Okoyo Member (MCA Central Kisumu)

Hon. Eunice Alando Member (MCA Nominated)

Hon. Carren Odhiambo Member (MCA Kaloleni/Shaurimoyo)

Vide the Committee Min. No 67 of 31% October, 2024, the Committee further resolved to Co-opt
the Hon. Moses Ochele; Chairperson for the Committee on the Administration of Law, Justice,
Good Governance, Constitutional Affairs and Security to take part in the vetting process:

Committee Secretariat
The Secretariat composed for the vetting were as follows;
1. Mr. Owen Ojuok — Clerk of the County Assembly

2. Mr. David Ochieng - Senior Clerk Assistant
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3. Mr. Harman Moses — Clerk Assistant

4. Mr. Patrick Okoyo — Hansard Officer

5. Ms. Risper Wayuah — Serjeant-at-arms
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Notification to the House and Referral to the Committee.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, pursuant to the provisions of the Standing Orders, the
Hon. Kennedy Ooko; Leader of Majority on 9™ October, 2024 tabled a Notice of Nomination of
the Nominee and informed the House of the Governor’s Nomination in regards to the position of
the County Secretary.

Section 9 of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 provides that
unless otherwise provided in any law, a committee shall consider a nomination and table its
report in the County Assembly for debate and decision within twenty-one sitting days from the
date on which the committee first sits to consider the nomination.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, pursuant to Section 8 of the Public Appointments
(County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 and Standing Order No. 187 the name and curriculum
vitae of the Nominee were referred to the Committee on Appointments for approval hearings and
reporting to the House within twenty-one (21) days.

Notification to the Public and the Nominee

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, article 118 of the Constitution provides that the County
Assembly shall facilitate public participation and involvement in the legislative business and
other business of the County Assembly and its Committees.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, section 7(4) of the Public Appointments (County
Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 provides that the Clerk shall notify the public of the time and
place for holding an approval hearing at least seven days prior to the hearings.

Further, Section 7(10) of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017
provides that;

“any person may, prior to the approval hearings and by written statement on oath provide the
clerk with evidence contesting the suitability of a candidate to hold office to which the Candidate
has been nominated”.
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Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, pursuant to Article 118 of the Constitution as read with
Section 7 of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017, the Clerk of
the Assembly placed an advertisement in the print media on 18" October, 2024 (Annexure ii)
inviting the public to submit memoranda by way of written statement on oath (affidavit) on the
suitability or otherwise of the Nominee in conformity with Section 7 of the Public Appointments
(County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017. The Advertisement indicated that the submissions
were to be received on or before 31* October, 2024 at 4.00pm.

Further pursuant to Article 118 of the Constitution, Section 7 of the Public Appointments
(County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 and Standing Order No. 187, the Clerk of the
Assembly notified the general public that the approval hearing of the Nominee would be
conducted on Thursday 31* October, 2024 at 11.00am.

Clearance and Compliance Requirements

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, on 16" October, 2024 vide letter Ref.
CAK/EACC/VOL.I11/10/24 (01) the Clerk of the Assembly wrote to the Ethics and Anti-
Corruption Commission (EACC) requesting for reports with respect to the ethics and integrity
compliance and verification of the Nominee.

As at the date of the adoption of this Report, the Committee was yet to receive a response from
the EACC on the ethics and integrity verification of the Nominee.

Issues for Consideration during the Approval Hearings

Section 7 (8) and (9) of the Public Appointments (County Assembly Approvals) Act, 2017
provides that:

(7) An approval hearing shall focus on a candidate’s academic credentials, professional training
and experience, personal integrity and background.

The criteria specified in the schedule shall be used by a Committee during an approval hearing
for the purposes of vetting a candidate.

AND, Section 8 of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 provides
that the issues for consideration by the relevant Committee in relation to any nomination shall
be: -

Procedure used to arrive at the Nominee

Any Constitutional or statutory requirements relating to the Office in question, and
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The suitability of the Nominee for the appointment proposed having regard to whether the
nominee’s abilities, experience and qualities meet the needs of the body to which the Nomination
is being made.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, while conducting the approval hearing, the Committee
was therefore guided by the relevant provisions of the Constitution, Section 44 of the County
Governments Act, 2012, Section 8 of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals)
Act, 2017 and the provisions of the Standing Orders.

Leadership and Integrity

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the Committee, in determining the suitability of the
Nominee, was further guided by the provisions on Leadership and integrity as outlined under
Chapter Six of the Constitution. In particular, Article 72 (2) of the Constitution which provides
that the guiding principles of leadership and integrity include:

Selection on the basis of personal integrity, competence and suitability,

Objectivity and impartiality in decision making and in ensuring that decisions are not influenced
by nepotism, favoritism, other improper motives or corrupt practices;

Selfless service based solely on the public interest, demonstrated by —
Honesty in the execution of public duties; and

The declaration of any personal interest that may conflict with public duties;
Accountability to the public for decision and actions; and

Discipline and commitment in service to the people

Article 75 of the Constitution requires a state officer, whether in public or private life to behave
in a manner that avoids conflict between personal interest and public official duties. This Article
further prohibits a state Officer who has been removed from office under it from holding any
other state office.

Article 77(1) of the Constitution prohibits a full time State Officer from participating in any
other gainful employment.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, Article 77(2) of the Constitution prohibits an appointed
State Officer from holding office in a political party. Article 78 of the Constitution disqualifies
persons who are not Kenyan Citizens from appointment as State Officers. Further, a State Officer
is barred from holding dual Citizenship.
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In addition, the Committee considered section 10 of the Leadership and Integrity Act, 2012 in
particular which provides that: -

A state Officer shall, to the best of their ability —

Carry out the duties of the Office efficiently and honestly;

Carry out the duties in a transparent and accountable manner;

Keep accurate records and documents relating to the functions of the office; and
Report truthfully on all matters of the organization which they represent.
Criteria used to arrive at the Nominee.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, pursuant to Section 8 (a) of the Public Appointments
(County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017, one of the subject areas that must be vetted by the
County Assembly is the procedure that was used to arrive at the Nominee. The purpose of
vetting the procedure used to arrive at the Nominee by the County Assembly is to ascertain
whether the process used to arrive at the Nominee for the position granted equal opportunity to
eligible candidates.

The procedure for appointment of the County Secretary is outlined under Section 44 of the
County Governments Act, 2012 and the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals)
Act,2017.

Following the letter Ref. CGK/GVN/ADM/01/VOL.1/914 dated 4™ October, 2024 on the
Procedure used to arrive at the Nominee to the Office of the County Secretary, H.E the Governor
informed the Committee as follows:

a) THAT, he arrived at the Nominee after considering a number of candidates for the
position and;

b) THAT, based on the qualifications of the Nominee, the candidate is best suited for the
position of County Secretary.

Suitability of the Nominee for the proposed appointment having regard to whether the
Nominees’ abilities, experience and qualities meet the needs of the body to which the nomination
is being made.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the Suitability of the Nominee was assessed based on the
functions of the County Secretary provided for in Section 44 of the County Governments Act,
2012 vis-a-vis his academic credentials, professional training and experience, personal integrity,
background and qualities as well as his performance during the approval hearing conducted on
Thursday 31 October, 2024.
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Having considered the above requirements, and pursuant to section 7 of the Public Appointments
(County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017, the Committee, through the Clerk of the County
Assembly, invited submissions from the public on the suitability or otherwise of the nominee for
appointment to the position of the County Secretary.

Memoranda from the Members of the Public in respect of the Nominee.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, pursuant to section 7(10) of the Public Appointments
(County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 which provides that;

"any person may, prior to the approval hearing, and by written statement on oath, provide the
clerk with evidence contesting the suitability of a candidate to hold office to which the candidate
has been nominated”,

The Clerk of the County Assembly placed an advertisement in the print media on 18" October,
2024 (Annexure 2) inviting the public to submit memoranda by way of written statements on
oath (affidavit) on the suitability or otherwise of the nominee in conformity with section 7(10) of
the Public Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017.

By close of business on Thursday, 31% October, 2024 at 5.00 pm the Committee had not received
any submissions against the nomination and approval for appointment of Mr. Hesbon Hongo for
the position of County Secretary.

Committee pass mark score for the Nominee

Following the Committee meeting held vide Minute NO.67 /APPOINTMENTS/10/24 the
Committee resolved to set its score sheet pass-mark at 60% to assist the Committee accurately
vet the competence of the Nominee.

APPROVAL HEARING OF THE NOMINEE.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the Committee on Appointments held a sitting on
Thursday, 31% October, 2024 at 9.00am to deliberate on the approval hearing and the following
were highlighted:

That, by the deadline date and time of Thursday,31* October, 2024 at 9.00 am, the Clerk of the
County Assembly had not received any submissions against the nomination and approval for
appointment of Mr. Hesbon Hongo for the position of County Secretary.

That, the nominee had not notified the Clerk of the County Assembly of his withdrawal from the
approval process as outlined under section 7 (12) of the Public Appointments (County
Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017.
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Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the Committee therefore resolved to undertake the
approval hearing as per the schedule that had been advertised by the Clerk of the County
Assembly and which was communicated to the members of the public and the nominee. In
conducting the approval hearing, the Committee on Appointments examined the nominee against
the following criteria, as set out in section 8 of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies
Approvals) Act, 2017 among others.

Gender - compliance with Article 27(8) of the Constitution that requires the State to take
measures to ensure that not more than two thirds of members of elective or appointive bodies
shall be of the same gender;

Nationality - to ascertain the nationality of the nominee to ensure compliance with Article 78 of
the Constitution which provides that State Officers must be Kenyan citizens;

Educational background;

Employment record;

Honours or awards given to the nominee;
Membership to professional bodies;

Public office and political affiliations held - to ascertain whether the nominee does not hold
office in a political party in compliance with Article 77(2) of the Constitution that prohibits an
appointed State Officer from holding an office in a political party;

Information on whether the nominee has been removed from office under Article 75 of the
Constitution which prohibits a State Officer who has been removed from office under this Article
from holding any other State Office;

Nominee's finances;

External commitments that nominee intends to undertake while in office (if appointed). Article
77(1) of the Constitution prohibits a full time State Officer from participating in any other gainful
employment;

Tax status and net worth;

Potential conflict of interest - Article 75(1) of the Constitution bars State Officers from
engagements or association that may give rise to conflict between official duties and personal
interest;

Whether the nominee has been charged in a court of law in the past three years; and
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Whether the nominee has been adversely mentioned in a report of the County Assembly or a
Commission of inquiry in the past three years.

QUALIFICATION OF MR. HESBON OWUOR HONGO

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, Mr. Hesbon Owuor Hongo the Nominee to the Office of
the County Secretary appeared before the Committee and was vetted under oath pursuant to the
Oath and Statutory Declarations Act, (Cap. 15), the Public Appointments (County Assemblies
Approvals) Act, 2017 and Standing Orders of the Kisumu County Assembly.

The Committee noted the following:
Date and place of Birth.

The Nominee is Male born in Kisumu County on 12" May, 1967. The Nominee confirmed that
he is a Kenyan citizen and does not hold any other citizenship.

Academic and Professional Qualifications

S/No. | Verified Education Background Verified Professional Qualifications

MBA (Financial Management), 2017 — | Certified Public Accountant of Kenya
Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CPA K), 2003

Bachelor of Commerce (Finance), 2013 | Certified Public Secretary of Kenya —
— Catholic University of East Africa CPS (K), 2005

KACE - Pass, 1988 — Homa Bay High | Certified Internal Auditor — CIA
School (Global Chapter), 2009

KCE - Division 1 — AgoroSare High | Certified Information Systems Auditor
School (CISA) - ISACA

Certified in Risk and Information
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Systems Control (CRISC) — ISACA,
2023
Employment Record
Ref. | Position Institution/Organisation Year/Period
Acting County Secretary County Government of | January, 2024 to date
Kisumu
Deputy County Secretary County Government of | December, 2023
Kisumu

Secretary of the County Public | Kisumu County Public Service | November, 2013 to July,

Service Board Board 2023

Finance Manager Bedrock Holdings Ltd March, 2012 to July, 2012
Assistant  Manager (Operational | Telkom Kenya August, 2007 to December,
Audits) 2008

Regional Internal Auditor Telkom Kenya July, 2005 — July, 2007

Professional Association and Membership

Verified Professional Membership

Information Systems Audit and Control Association (ISACA), 2019

Institute of certified Secretaries (ICS), 2006

Institute of Internal Auditors (11A), 2006

Institute of Certified Public Accountants (ICPAK), 2004

Sources of Income received during the calendar year preceding the Nomination
Current Annual Salary - Kshs. 2,790,535.00

Net worth - Approximately, Kshs. 15,000,0000 comprising, Salary, Land Parcels and Residential

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A
Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor Page 29




County Assembly of Kisumu Hansard Database Thursday, 07" November, 2024

Published writings

None:

Potential Conflict of Interest

None

Pro-bono/Charity Work

Involved in ISACA’s annual Community Charity for the less fortunate School going Children.
Paying school fess for the poor and orphaned children.

Honors and Awards

None

Clearance Requirements

The Committee received the following up-to date clearance Certificates from relevant clearance
bodies in accordance with the requirements of Chapter six of the Constitution:

Tax Compliance Certificate (KRA)

HELB Compliance Certificate (HELB)

CRB Clearance Certificate (CRB)

Police Clearance Certificate (DCI)

Certified EACC Self-Declaration Form (EACC)-

COMMITTEE OBSERVATIONS ON THE SUITABILITY OF THE NOMINEE

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, the Committee having considered the nominees filled
questionnaire pursuant to Section 7(9) of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies
Approvals) Act, 2017, his curriculum vitae and having heard his oral submissions during the
approval hearing, made the following observations on his suitability for appointment as the
County Secretary.

a) THAT, in accordance with Article 78(l) and (2) of the Constitution the Nominee is a
Kenyan citizen born in Kisumu County and does not hold dual citizenship.
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b)

f)

9)

h)

)

THAT, pursuant to Section 44 of the County Governments Act, 2012, the nominee is a
holder of a first degree of Bachelors of Commerce from the Catholic University of
Eastern Africa (CUEA); a recognized University in Kenya and a Master of Business
Administration (Finance Management, 2017) from the Catholic University of Eastern
Africa. His academic credentials, professional training and experience thus comply with
Section 44 of the County Governments Act, 2012 and section 8 (c) of the Public
Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017.

THAT, he meets the requirements of Chapter 6 of the Constitution on leadership and
integrity, having observed that the DCI, KRA, HELB and EACC had issued the Nominee
with clearance certificates.

THAT the nominee has not been charged in a Court of Law in the last three years.

THAT, as stipulated in Article 75(1) of the Constitution, the nominee has no potential
conflict of interest.

THAT, the Nominee satisfies the requirements of Article 77(l) of the Constitution in that
he does not intend to participate in any other gainful employment.

THAT, the Nominee does not hold office in any political party and hence satisfies the
provisions of Article 77(2) of the Constitution.

THAT, he has never been dismissed from office under Article 75 of the Constitution for
contravention of the provisions of Articles 75(1) (conflict of interest), Article 76
(financial probity), Article 77(restriction on activities of State Officers) and Article 78(2)
(dual citizenship) of the Constitution.

THAT, having fulfilled the academic and professional qualifications required for
appointment to the position pursuant to Section 44 of the County Governments Act,
2012, the Nominee demonstrated knowledge of topical, administrative and technical
issues touching on the portfolio to which he had been nominated, and had the requisite
abilities required for the position in accordance with the requirements of Section 44 of the
County Governments Act, 2012 to be approved for appointment as a County Secretary.
(see attached Hansard report for the recording of the response of the Nominee on various
topical matters).

THAT, the Nominee was awarded a score of 80.88% (refer scoresheet) by the Committee
Panelists being above the set pass-mark of 60% as indicated in the scoresheet analysis
below:
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SCORESHEET FOR MR. HESBON HONGO; NOMINEE TO THE POSITION OF COUNTY

SECRETARY.

No

Score Area

Max.
Score

P1

P2

P3

P4

PS

P6

P7

P8

P9

TOTAL

PART | — PERSONAL
PROFILE

Academic &
Professional
qualifications

Candidate to describe:

Years of Work
experience (as it relates
to the position)

10 + (5mks)
5-10+ (5mks)

1-5+ (5mks)

Demonstrable
Achievements and Past
pro bono voluntary
engagements (5mks)

20

15

15

19

14

15

19

17

18

Education/training
(relevant to the
position)

Doctorate
(3mks)

Degree

Masters Degree (2mks)

Bachelor’s Degree
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(5mks)

No

Score Area

Max.
Score

PART
TECHNICAL
PROFESSIONAL
QUALIFICATION

I -
AND

Question 2,
Question 3
Question 4
Question 5
Question 6

Question 7

30

24

20

29

19

30

28

26

25

PART Il - GENERAL
KNOWLEDGE

Question 6

Question 7
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Question 8
Question 9
Question 10

Question 11

30

20

20

28

19

21

24

26

21

PART \Y, -

COMMUNICATION
AND PERSONAL
ATTRIBUTES

Capacity to express self
Clarity of speech

General attitude and
personality

Interpersonal skills

Self confidence

10

10

10

10

10

Total

100

74

70

94

68

83

91

86

81

647

Total score =647

Av. Score

=80.88%

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, having conducted the approval hearing of Mr. Hesbon
Hongo pursuant to section 4 and Section 8 of the Public Appointments (County Assemblies
Approvals) Act, 2017, Section 44 of the County Governments Act, 2012 and Standing Order No.
187 of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders;

The Committee Recommends that this Hon. House: -

APPROVE the Nomination of Mr. Hesbon Hongo; Nominee for the position of the County
Secretary for appointment by His Excellency the Governor.
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CONCLUSION

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, on behalf of the Committee on Appointments and
pursuant to Sections 44 of the County Governments Act, 2012, Section 9 (2) of the Public
Appointments (County Assemblies Approvals) Act, 2017 read together with Standing Order No.
187 of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders, it is now my duty and privilege to present
to this House, the Report of the Committee on the Suitability of Mr. Hesbon Owuor Hongo;
Nominee for appointment to the position of County Secretary for consideration.Mr. Speaker,
may | call upon Honorable Nereah Okombo, MCA of Manyatta B, and the Deputy Speaker to
second. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Nereah Okombo.

Hon. Okombo (MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, allow me rise on
the affirmation of the report of the Select Committee on Appointment that one Mr. Hesbon
Hongo is the most credible and suitable person amongst all that were tested to hold this position
of the County Secretary.

Mr. Speaker, having been awarded 80.88% out of 100, and we all know that 80 rounded off the
nearest 100 gives you 100%. Mr. Speaker, as a member of this House Committee, | also want to
confirm in the voice of my teammates that Mr. Hesbon Hongo does meet the required threshold
to serve as the County Secretary. Going by the popular Swahili saying that, that saying that,
Chemachajiuza, kibayachajitembeza’ this particular candidate, Mr. Speaker, sold himself. And
as assessed by this House Committee and projected in our report.

Mr. Speaker, the suitability of this candidate was assessed based on functions of the County
Secretary that are provided for under section 44 of the County Government Act. Mr. Speaker, his
academic credentials, professional training, experience, personal integrity, background qualities,
and as well as performance during approval hearing, Mr. Speaker, impressed all of us. I just want
to urge this Honourable House to approve Mr. Hesbon Hongo to the position of the County
Secretary because this proposed nominee is the best and the most suitable that this county can
ever have to steer government business forward. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | second.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Members, the motion, adoption of the report of the Select
Committee on Appointments on the Suitability of Mr. Hesbon Hongo nominee to the position of
County Secretary has been moved and appropriately seconded by the Deputy Speaker. As per
our Standing Orders, I now want to propose a question. | propose a question that that the motion
on the adoption of the Select Committee on Appointments on the Suitability of Mr. Hesbon
Hongo nominee to the position of County Secretary is open for debate.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes, Honorable Ruben Rakwach.

Hon. Rakwach (MCA, Kolwa East): Thank you Honorable Speaker. | stand to support the
report by the Select Committee on Appointment on suitability of one Mr. Hesbon Hongo.

Honourable Speaker, this is a House of facts and going by the County Government Act 2012
Section 44, it is indicated that a person who should own this office should have 10 years’
experience in Administration and Management and at the same time should have a Bachelor
Degree from a recognized University, or rather the first degree from a recognized university in
Kenya. Mr. Speaker, going by the report and the academic credentials that were adduced, one
Mr. Hongo satisfies these criteria. Honorable Speaker, by one Mr. Hongo accepting the
nomination to this office, | just want to say that the proposed nominee wanted to be fair to this
County and to have time in the office to give back to his community. This is because if going by
the professional qualification, we get that one Mr. Hongo is a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA), a Certified Public Secretary (CPS), Honorable Speaker, a Certified Internal Auditor
(CIA), Honorable Speaker, and lastly, a Certified Information System Auditor (CISA). It shows
how overqualified for this proposed nominee is. This is because in the Constitution, there is only
need for you to be a bachelor’s degree, to have first degree and 10 years’ experience. But this
proposed nominee has worked in the County Public Service Board of Kisumu for 10 years. He
has been an Assistant County secretary now for almost a year.

Honourable Speaker and other areas as indicated in the report. Another reason why | would
support this report, because this proposed nominee is going to work as a link between the
Executive and this Assembly, Honorable Speaker, even in terms of correspondences. This
proposed nominee has got a lot of respect and gives audience to even all the elected leaders in
this House. Honorable Speaker, for me, this proposed nominee is the one who is best suited for
this position. | know when this proposed nominee was being interviewed, this House Committee
even looked at his 10 years in the office, what this proposed nominee was able to do. And it has
been reported that there was no conflict of interest during his tenure in the office, Honorable
Speaker, and also, he satisfies the requirement of Chapter 6.

Mr. Speaker, with all those, | have strong reasons to believe that this proposed nominee is the
person who is best suited for this position. For that matter, | support and | implore on all the
Members of this County Assembly to support this report so that we can have this right man in
that office, Honorable Speaker, thank you, | support.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Seth Okumu.
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Hon. Okumu (MCA, East Seme): Thank you Honorable Speaker. | rise to support this report
from the Select Committee on Appointment to approve one Mr. Hesbon Hongo as the County
Secretary.

Honorable Speaker, you have proved through this report that Mr. Hongo meets integrity that is
required by Chapter 6. This proposed nominee has the academic qualifications that is required by
Public Approval and Appointments Act. Honorable Speaker, having seen him, you have seen
that this proposed nominee is physically fit and he can perform the duties that is required in that
office. This proposed nominee has also worked in that position on acting capacity. Mr. Speaker
and Members, there are so many people in this county who are acting who should be approved
with this Assembly, but they fear presenting themselves before this Assembly. Or for one reason
or the other, they have never come here. But this this proposed nominee, who after acting, has
gone through the process of being confirmed as the County Secretary. And to me, Honorable
Speaker, that is one of the main reasons why | want to ask the Honorable Members to consider
approving Mr. Hesbon Hongo to serve as the County Secretary.

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, Mr. Hongo has great institutional memory of this
County. Having worked with the first Governor, the Honourable Jack Ranguma, when this
proposed nominee was the Secretary to the County Public Service Board. He has worked with
the current Governor, Professor Peter Anyang’ Nyongd, also as the Secretary to the Board.
Again, this proposed nominee has worked on the acting capacity in this County As the County
Secretary. All these, the Honorable Member for North Kisumu is saying that he has also worked
with him. | do not know on what, but I know he is very specialized in working with the other
gender. So, we won't go deep in that. But Honourable Members, with that institutional memory,
this is somebody who can push the office and the deliverables in that particular office to the best
interest of the people of Kisumu. We want somebody who knows what we need. You know the
function of the office of the County Secretary includes managing of staff. We are having a
challenge with the Wage Bill. And this dates back to when the County governments started.

Mr. Speaker, we believe by giving this proposed nominee this opportunity. Having served at the
Kisumu County Service Board and now the County Secretary, this proposed nominee will help
us address this issue of Wage Bill that is bedeviling Kisumu County. Honorable Speaker, | don't
want to speak much because | want to agree with the committee on approving Mr. Hesbon
Hongo as the County Secretary. Again, | want to implore Honourable Members in the House to
join this House Committee in approving this proposed nominee so that we can get services to the
people of Kisumu County. | believe and | know that we are getting the best from all the
candidates who were vying for that position. Thank you so much, Mr. Speaker. | support.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Gard Olima.
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Hon. Olima (MCA, South West Nyakach): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | also want to stand to
support the report brought by this House Committee. The person or the office we are trying to
approve today will be the Head of the Civil Service in Kisumu County. Mr. Speaker, if anything
else that is bedeviling Kisumu County is the issue of Civil Service. What we lack as MCAs to
implement our programs on the ground lies squarely with the civil service.

Mr. Speaker, for this House Committee to approve Mr. Hesbon Hongo to come and head that
office is a great honour that will help us because this is a person who has employed almost, if not
all, civil servants in Kisumu County from devolution time in 2013 to date. Therefore, this
proposed nominee is well conversant with all the particulars and all the departments in Kisumu
County. I want to urge Members of this House that there are things that we can debate on and
argue but the person we are talking about today, as Guard Olima, having worked with him for
now seven years, this proposed nominee has never done anything against an Honourable
Member or an interest of an Honorable Member. | want to beseech Honourable Members that we
have issues like my colleague Honourable Okumu has said. Some people want to act for the rest
of their lives because they fear being vetted. This is a person who has been clean; this proposed
nominee has been in this Kisumu County almost now 12 years, in the Board and an acting
capacity as a County Secretary. Mr. Speaker, and Honourable Members, | do not think it is much
to talk about Hon. Hongo. | wish to request this House that we approve the report. Let him take
the office, and come and get the interest of Members to be served so that Kisumu County can
move forward. | want to conclude by stating that, in future and this one is going to Mr. Hongo
himself; After taking the office officially, please allow Honourable Members to meet you, so that
we can also give you the grievance directly to you, so that the civil service of Kisumu County
can be won, and serve the interest of the constituents of Kisumu County.Thank you and |
support.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Pamela Oyoo.

Hon. Oyoo (MCA, Migosi Ward): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | stand to support the report on the
floor of the House. | want to support this report because a Cabinet Secretary is the Head of the
Public Service of any County. | want to say, being a head of any Public Service; you need the
required qualifications to do the job. | believe Mr. Hongo has the capacity and merits to do his
job well. As a County Secretary, | believe that this proposed nominee will be the Secretary of the
Cabinet and his responsibility is to give directions to other institutions, the other people who are
working directly with the County Government. With the qualifications and the experience Mr.
Hongo has, | believe that this proposed nominee has the ability to do that pretty well for Kisumu
County. Mr. Speaker, | want to say that Mr. Hongo, in his previous offices, has done his work
well and also related well with people. I do not believe that this proposed nominee has any issue
that can stop him from doing his work better. He has the ability to convey decisions because of
the qualifications he has. So, once again | want to take this opportunity to support the motion and
to allow other Honourable Members to debate on the same motion because | think it is worth
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debating.l congratulate this proposed nominee for doing his work well, and | want to say this
House should really support this motion and allow him to work with us to make Kisumu County
a better place. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Now, | had given the Limitation of Debate, so | give Honorable
Maurice Ngeta.

Hon. Ngeta (MCA, Awasi Onjiko Ward): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Foremost, let me
congratulate the Select committee on Appointment led by our able Speaker, which is you.
Secondly, | want to support the report before us. Mr. Speaker, the person we are discussing
today, Mr. Hesbon Hongo, is a person whom | know very well; this proposed nominee is a
person of integrity, a man who is a God-fearing, down to earth, a workaholic, and also has a
background in Finance.

Mr. Speaker, this person, Mr. Hesbon Hongo, whom | believe in his academic qualification that
we have seen and heard also can bring some sanity in this government. Mr. Speaker, being a
CPA holder, this proposed nominee will equally bring some sanity in the Department of Finance
and Economic Planning. Mr. With those few remarks, | beg to support, thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): The Honourable Deputy Leader of Majority.

Hon. Owade (MCA, South East Nyakach Ward): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | rise to support the
report. I am a member of this House Committee, and allow me to therefore congratulate
members of this House Committee for a job well done. This House Committee burned their
midnight oil to come up with a suitable candidate in the name of Mr. Hongo. It was not a very
easy task but, we were guided by the guidelines that are laid down which made us arrive at the
said name, Mr. Hongo.

Mr. Speaker, it is not the first time that this House Committee has approved names of individuals
in this House. Others proposed nominee have been rejected by this House Committee or the
House. But, this time around, the whole Committee unanimously arrived at this right candidate.

Mr. Speaker, when | was awarding the marks, I did not know that other interviewing panelists or
other members of this House Committee did see it fit to do the same. It was because the
candidate had those qualities that have been mentioned by other members. Mr. Speaker, the
academic qualifications and the credentials that the candidate presented were very, very
overwhelming and true to his character. Mr. Speaker, the candidate deserves the position that he
is being appointed to.

Mr. Speaker, | equally must congratulate our Governor, His Excellency Professor Nyongd, who
saw it fit to again appoint Mr. Hongo as the second County Secretary to the Public Service.
Some leaders do not like working with their predecessors as appointees. It is a testimony that our
Governor looks at the quality and qualification of a person and not political affiliation.You
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remember this candidate was once appointed as the Secretary to the Kisumu County Public
Service in the year 2013. When the Governor took over and his team in the year 2017, the same
qualifications and demeanor of the candidate impressed the Governor's team to reappoint him as
the Secretary. So, it is a lesson learned and should be emulated as a good gesture and a good way
of transiting to another regime.

Mr. Speaker, during his time as the acting County Secretary to the County, this proposed
nominee demonstrated by action that he is fit and can serve in that office as he did serve the
people of the Kisumu County without any doubt in members of this county's mind that he is not
able to execute his duties. | am therefore confident that the gentleman in the name of Hongo will
take this County to another notch which is higher than where it is now. Finally, I rest my case as
| say for the second time that | support the report. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

(Hon Kelvin rises on his feet)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it Hon. Kelvin?

Hon. Oraro (MCA, Kolwa Central Ward): Mr. Speaker, | want to bring to your attention that
my brother is naked.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Serjeant-at-arms, can you please confirm to me what Honourable
Oraro has said about Honorable Jagongo, can you please go out and dress properly, can you
proceed?

Hon. Jagongo (MCA, North West Kisumu): Thank you Mr. Speaker...

(Leader of Majority rises on a Pint of Order)
Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): On a Point of Order!
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is your Point of Order?

Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Mr. Speaker, Honourable Kennedy Ouko is
naked in House.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Kennedy Ouko, can you stand up | want to see you.
(Hon Ouko rises on his feet)

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Please, kindly step out and dress properly.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Jagongo, proceed.

Hon. Jagongo (MCA, North West Kisumu): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Many of my colleagues
have talked about the motion. Let me also echo my voice in support of it.Mr. Hongo is a smart
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fellow. Having worked with the two Governors and having worked with the Members of the
County Assembly without any hitch, I believe he is smart. Mr. Speaker, without saying so many
things, | want to support and say let him be given this position and let him continue doing the
good work. We do not want to spoil the soup. We do not want to say so many things about him
that may spoil him. But | believe if given the opportunity as Substantive County Secretary, this
proposed nominee will work with the Honourable Members of the County Assembly, this
proposed nominee will work with the members of the County Executive and also will help us to
get most of the things that we are doing at our world level.Otherwise, let me say once again that |
support the motion.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Samuel Dede.

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): Thank you Mr. Speaker for your consideration to debate on
the motion. | also rise to support the motion on the floor. | start by congratulating the team for
the work well done.You see that the Select Committee on Appointments has worked well.
During the other time, they did not manage to get to the County Executive Committee Member
for Water, Environment and Natural Resources. Right now, they have sourced and gotten the
right person.His qualifications make him well in filling this position. According to the report
which has been presented, we find that the Clerk of the County Assembly also did well by
getting the Waziri within the required timeline. From that, the printing by the media was
sourced...

(Hon Ochele interject)

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi Ward): On a Point of information Mr. Speaker! Mr.
Speaker, if you allow me, | would want to inform Honourable Dede that the Appointment
Committee does not source for a candidate to be vetted. This House Committee only vets the
candidates that have been presented to them and sourced elsewhere, probably by the Governor.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Dede, it is my belief that you are now properly
informed.

Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North Ward): Thank you Mr. Speaker. It was a slip of the tongue and
thank you for correcting me, I am a junior Member.Even though the proposed nominee is
sourced from the Governor's office and we found that it is well to work with him, and again, we
also found out that as per the score sheet which was set, the target was set by the Appointment
Committee which was 60% but, he managed to score over 80% which was excellent. According
to section 78 (1) and (2) of the Kenyan Constitution 2010, Mr. Speaker, we found that this
proposed nominee met the required threshold by being a Kenyan citizen and he had no dual
citizenship. Being that he is a Kenyan citizen and was born within Kisumu County.
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Mr. Speaker, | want to state that, sourcing from within the department makes work easy. We
found out that this proposed nominee is a person whom we have known his characters since the
inception of the devolution. Mr. Hongo had been in this department and understands its
operations so well. So, I urge the Honourable Members, to approve this proposed nominee such
that once he gets into the office, he can at least assist us in at least initiate the headcount so that
the wage bill can be reduced. In addition, | was following through the online submissions, this
proposed nominee was articulate on the issues that were raised. Mr. Speaker, as we approve Hon.
Hongo, Mr. Speaker, we also request that other gaps are sealed within our government. For
instance, in the Department of Water and Natural Resources, he/she should also be sourced from
within the department so that if he/she is approved, the work will be easy.

Finally, concerning the sourcing from within the department, we have been having some gaps
within the County Government of Kisumu whereby others are searched for a longer period which
should also be vetted. So, after approving Mr. Hongo, Hon. Speaker, I think it is prudent that....

(Hon Adonija rises on his feet)
Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North): Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Hon. Adonija (MCA, Koru/ Muhoroni): Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it Hon. Odari?

Hon. Adonija (MCA, Koru/ Muhoroni): Mr. Speaker, kindly protect Honorable Dede. There is a
lot of noise from the other side. They are just singing.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Odari, but Honourable Dede did not complain.
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Hon. Bennie Pete Oiko.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): Mr. Speaker, today, we are giving the Governor their
approval to appoint Mr. Hesbon Hongo as the County Secretary of Kisumu County. It is a very
wonderful day for Kisumu County. Mr. Speaker, a Honourable Member had alluded something
here that we have so many people in acting positions. Moreso, this gives a wrong picture of this
House because the acting position should not take a period of more than six months. So, when
the Assembly has allowed that to go on, we start to question what oversight role we are doing.
Let those positions be identified and action taken.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Order!! Honorable Bennie, you should not deceive the House.
Which law provides that somebody should act for more than six months?

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): Mr. Speaker, the acting position should not be more
than six months.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Which law?
Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal): By the Kenyan law.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Oiko, can you please quote that law, this is because you
are misleading the House.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal Ward): Mr. Speaker, during the statement time, | will
bring it. Because we are allowed to answer what we cannot answer when we are on the floor to
bring the answer during the statement time. But that being the case, Mr. Speaker...

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Oiko, | direct you not to mislead the House or the
public. So, you better withdraw the statement or, if you have that Law that renders Somebody to
act for six months, you quote it.

Hon. Oiko (MCA, Kabonyo Kanyagwal Ward): | will oblige, but I will pursue it. | oblige, Mr.
Speaker. Due to Mr. Hongo’s professional qualification, this proposed nominee has good skills
and experience to lead this County to the next level. This proposed nominee is a Certified Public
Accountant and a Certified Public Secretary. That means he has a lot of knowledge on Human
Resource Management. That is from his professional papers provided here. Above those he is
also a Certified Internal Auditor. A qualification that is owned by very few people.He is also
well-versed on matters of computer. Giving us the picture that we are getting a government
worker who is all-round and that is a credit for Mr. Hongo.

Mr. Speaker, the time that this proposed nominee has served in the County Government also
gives us a very good picture of someone who was related very well with the people of Kisumu
County. In addition, his good public relation skills has been echoed in this House.

Mr. Speaker, when we go to page 20 number 61, what this House Committee has highlighted on
this proposed nominee is; his knowledge on topical matters, administrative and technical issues.
Touching on the portfolio to which this proposed nominee had been nominated. That gives us a
very good picture of a nominee we are discussing today. Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members,
we know who Mr. Hongo is. Let us give the Governor the freedom to appoint him to this
position. It is our hope. | also know that it is known for the time he has served in this County,
that he will not fail Kisumu County.

However, there are some matters which are being raised, Mr. Speaker. These are matters which
cannot just be raised and left hanging. The matter of Wage Bill?The wage bill is not a matter that
the County Secretary will solve overnight. Let us give the good picture of the problem on wage
bill. The salary of workers is progressive hence increases on annual basis. There is annual
increment and there is also a time limit of 3 to 4 years when the staff have taken that, they
demand promotion which comes with cost implications. When we are now talking about the
wage bill, let us not forget the Own-Source Revenue, how the County has failed to collect this it
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yet the funds that comes from the exchequer in Nairobi is also static. So, when that money plus
own-source revenue is not properly collected. Our people’s salary will keep on going, and we
shall be complaining of the rising wage bill, and we shall be wrong.That is why we are asking
the National Government that they must increase their allocation to the Counties. The counties
must also ensure that the collection of their own-source revenue is also increased. Then the wage
bill will be well managed. That is because we also know that the County Government must
continue employing. Like now, with the deficit we have in the employment of ECD teachers;
money must be there for the county government to employ. So, the matter of wage bill is another
issue that will be discussed.

But as of now, Mr. Hongo merits our approval for the Governor to appoint him to this position so
that he can serve the people of Kisumu County. I so submit and I support.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Kelvin Oraro, sorry Honourable Joachim, you know you
are not sitting where you normally sit, so | was not able to notice you, but bear with me, | have
already given to Honourable Kelvin Oraro chance to contribute.

Hon. Oraro Kelvin (MCA, Kolwa Central): Mr. Speaker, | was almost complaining. Most of
the speakers who have spoken before me were from the other side, | thought you were not seeing
this side, but now...

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Oraro, | did present here the Limitation of Debate and
we said that the priority is given to the Leader of Majority in that order.

Hon. Oraro Kelvin (MCA, Kolwa Central): Mr. Speaker, that is fair enough, please allow me to
proceed. Mr. Speaker, the issue of County Secretary in Kisumu County has been a very tricky
issue from 2017 to date. | don't know the number of people whom have served in that position, in
acting and those who are employed, but today | believe that the candidates we are going to
approve as an Assembly will work for the remaining years that the Governor is going to serve
and for the period of time that he is going to serve as a county secretary.

Mr. Speaker, the task of the Select Committee on Appointments is to look into things that are
worth and even to spare time if any member of the public has any issue with the candidate who
has been presented. Mr. Speaker, from the report that has just been read, there is no member of
the public, there is no any other member outside Kisumu who has complained against CPA
Hesbon Hongo and for that reason, as a House Committee, you are given a green light or you
have approved that is suitable for the work and according to the professional background, I think
this proposed nominee can do his work well. My only worry is that this proposed nominee stand
tall and let him be counted as one person who is going to serve for more than three, four years in
that office.
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| don't know what is wrong with the office, but sometimes the people who are given, the other
one, they gave cousin of the Leader of Majority, somebody known by the name of Auma and it
took around six months. Mr. Speaker, that was on a light note.

(The Leader of Majority rises on a Point of Order)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): What is it the Leader of Majority.

The Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Honourable Speaker, I am rising under
Statements of Fact. | want to categorically state here that | have no relationship with one Mr.
Ouma, so can the Honourable Member substantiate how Mr. Ouma is my cousin?

Hon. Oraro Kelvin (MCA, Kolwa Central): Mr. Speaker, | had initially stated that, it was on a
light note, Dr. Ouma comes from Kano and | believe he is the senior most official from Kano
and | was assuming that the Leader of Majority was related to this person, but it was just on a
light note. What I'm talking about is that the office has seen many faces coming in and most of
them don't end up well. So I'm really praying for my brother Hesbon Hongo to stand tall and do
his work diligently and I believe his relation with the governor will actually make him perform
and see the end of his term.| support the report.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Joachim Oketch.

Hon. Joachim (MCA, Kondele): Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. | don't know why
Honourable James Omollo is complaining, but where he is seated, he is carrying something
goldish. 1 don't know whether it's a padlock, so I'm even worried.So, | don't know why he has
carried a padlock into the House, Mr. Speaker, but he will explain to us why he has a padlock.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable James Omollo can you switch on your microphone so
that | can hear what Honourable Oketch is saying.

Hon. Omollo (MCA, West Nyakach): Mr. Speaker, I'm really offended.This is a car key. This is
not a padlock. So, if this big man doesn't know how to differentiate the two, then he should go to
class one.Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Joachim Oketch.
Hon. Joachim (MCA, Kondele): Mr. Speaker, | don't know why he has a very big key holder,

but it looks like a padlock. So | was wondering what is happening in Nyakach with these
padlocks, but I think he will explain to us why, Mr. Speaker. That is a story for another day.
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Mr. Speaker, | want to support the nomination of Mr. Hongo, and precisely because, one, Mr.
Hongo resides in Kondele. This is one person that | know better, in as much as this proposed
nominee hailed from Seme, but he is a resident of Magadi Unit, and he worships at St. Luke
SDA Church. Mr. Speaker, even last week we were together with him as he was praying, so that
probably the Holy Spirit can intervene so that Members approve his nomination.

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, | support his nomination to this position because Mr. Hongo is someone
with a diverse finance background, and if you can see the mood of the House, Mr. Speaker, we
have a crisis. And sometimes as the Chairperson, Budget and Appropriations Committee when
you see Members acknowledge that as a county our fiscal space is probably not doing so well. So
having a county secretary, one, who has what we call, who has been there before, and two, who
has been part of the process. And earlier, Mr. Speaker, | really wanted Mr. Hongo to get that
position because | feel that this proposed nominee contributed to part of the problem. So we want
him to come and correct the problem that probably he contributed because there is a huge cry
about wage bill.

Two, there has been several irregularities when it comes to promotion, employment with a very
high pay grade. Mr. Speaker, even the acting positions that Honourable Oiko Pete was talking
about; some of them are issues that we believe that somebody with the stature of Mr. Hongo can
help solve. Therefore, | believe if Mr. Hongo has been there and he contributed to some of these
issues, we now want to take him to task to help us solve it, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, our county is not doing so well when it comes to Cash Flow Management. This has
been attributed mostly to two issues. One, the issues of Human Resource which are created by
the County Public Service Board, and two, which my brother has mentioned about the Own
Source Revenue.Therefore, as we strive to work on our revenue so that we can have good
numbers, | think we also need to solve our HR issues. Mr. Speaker, we are a county that pays
salaries, and that's all. And you have seen the crisis in this town. Mr. Speaker, and as somebody
who comes from the streets, there are a lot of complaints that even our contractors cannot be
paid. So many people who do business with the county are not able to get their money, their
complaints, even the most basic services. Now, Mr. Speaker, even the staffs themselves are
complaining that they are not able to get the allowances. So the cause of this is attributed majorly
to the HR crisis that we have as a county. So, | believe Mr. Hongo has the capacity to make a
firm stand. We need a county secretary who can stand this is because we only believe somebody
who is firm enough will be able to help us solve this crisis. And that is why | believe that Mr.
Hongo is capable. And if you give him the chance, we'll be able to transform and help us salvage
Kisumu County before it goes down. Otherwise, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Members,I know I'm supposed to give Honourable
James Omollo, but by your indulgence, | want to request you that Honourable Omuya has stood
severally, if you allow me. | know in order of priorities we'd give you.

Hon. Omuya (MCA, North Seme): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | want to first take this opportunity
to congratulate this House Committee for the job well done. Mr. Speaker, | just want to echo
what all other Members have said about Mr. Hesbon Hongo. Mine is a message to Mr. Hongo.
Because as the debate goes, it's evident that he's going to occupy the position of the County
Secretary. Going back to what Honourable Joachim Oketch said that, the county is not in a very
good state.We are trending negatively. And | want to inform this proposed nominee that he's now
going to be the Substantive County Secretary. He should take his job with a lot of seriousness
because the county is depending on him. We've had enough shame and it's our prayers that this
proposed nominee will be in a position to put things in order. He should be in a position to deal
with these rogue appointees of the Governor.And | believe with the experience that this proposed
nominee has in the evolution of government, Mr. Hongo will give us the best of him. | support.
Thank you so much.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): | am senior.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):You know, Honourable Omollo has stood for quite some time and |
saw you walking out, so | thought you were relaxing.So let me give Hon Omollo, and then you
contribute next.

Hon. Omollo (MCA, West Nyakach): Thank you Mr. Speaker, for protecting me. He's my
brother. Mr. Speaker, allow me to support the report of the select Committee on Appointments.
Mr. Speaker, this proposed nominee has been in the county for a long time, since 2013 up to now
and his record speaks for itself. He's someone who's not a stranger to us.

(The Leader of Majority rises on a Point of Order)

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Leader of Majority, what is your Point of Order?

Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Mr. Speaker, is it in order for Honourable
Olima and Honourable Okombo to romance in the House?

Hon. Olima (MCA, South West Nyakach): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | don't know what romance
means, for a Honourable Member, if you are consulting.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Olima,if you are consulting, please consult in low tones.
I don't know what the Leader of the Majority is seeing from that side.
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The Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko Kennedy, MCA, Ahero): Mr. Speaker, they are consulting
intimately and you can see.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):1 will have to separate the two. Leader of the Majority, inform me. If
you see the same, Then, | will take action and | will have to separate the two.

Hon. Omollo (MCA, West Nyakach): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Hongo has been in the
House.

(The Deputy Leader of Majority rises on a Point of Order)
The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Deputy Leader of the Majority, what is it?

Deputy Leader of Majority (Hon. Owade, MCA, South East Nyakach): Mr. Speaker, this is a
House of honor and dignity. Mr. Speaker, the speaker on the Floor is naked.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honorable James Omollo, please face me. Can you face me,
Honourable James Omollo, please step out and dress properly.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honorable Moses Ochele. Sergeant-at-Arm please assist Honourable
Omollo to walk out and come back dressed properly.

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, it will be a
crime if 1 miss to record my voice on the support of the Motion today in the confirmation of Mr.
Hesborn Hongo as the county secretary. Mr. Speaker, before | give my points, may | take this
chance first to thank the Select Committee on Appointments for having given me space, co-
opting me to be a participant in the activities of Honorable Mr. Hongo. Mr. Speaker, | have just
two issues because my colleagues have kind of exhausted everything about him.

Mr. Speaker, | may take this chance now to commend his Excellency, the Governor, Professor
Peter Nyong6 to have seen the potential of Mr. Hongo to appoint him to the position of the
County Secretary The Governor has appointed Mr. Hongo at a time when the county is grappling
with a number of underlying issues. And | believe that the wisdom the Governor saw in Mr.
Hongo is the wisdom that will steer this county to greater heights.

Mr. Speaker. First, we are grappling with the issue of Wage Bill and balancing the wage bill and
Own-Source Revenue has been a thorn in the flesh. These two issues have trickled down into our
wards, interfering with the implementation of road-based development projects. Mr. Speaker, |
had a great opportunity when Mr. Hongo was discussing how he would create a balance between
the wage bill, own-source revenue, and even furthering the own-source revenue, Mr. Speaker. |
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have faith that in the next financial year, this county will not be talking of the wage bill, but we
will be talking of improved own-source revenue that will even increase the number of projects
implemented in our wards, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, this county has rogue employees which sometimes you can call ghost workers, and
it has been identified by a department in charge of payroll. Mr. Speaker, | heard that Mr. Hongo
has the past experience. He had to tackle similar scenarios. We need our payroll to be cleaned.By
cleaning the payroll, Mr. Speaker, we'll be reducing the in-bill by removing the redundancies.

Mr. Speaker, we have a monster in the county called Pending Bills, and my main concern is
Pending Bills in the Department of County Attorney. These are Pending Bills which have been
taken to court.We remember what happened in the incident we had last week. It is an incident of
Pending Bills which are dated to some to as back as 1994 with the different Municipalities and
Defunct County Local Authorities. Mr. Speaker, if these things are not handled well, there are
issues that can bring this county to its knees. | want to believe that with Mr. Hongo, properly
seated in his office, | think he has negotiating abilities. He can negotiate with the contractors who
took the county to court. He can also negotiate with the paymaster so that these contractors that
paid some bills with the intention of paying them should be seen so that the county does not get
embarrassed the way it was last week.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | want to wish Mr. Hongo well. I'm praying for him that the Almighty God
fill his cup of wisdom so that he can get time, get knowledge of tackling a number of issues
which are bedeviling this county. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): | want to request Honourable James Were and Honourable James
Omollo that I give Honourable Regina Kizito chance to contribute. Then when | come back, |
will punish Honourable James Omollo for not dressing accordingly. So I give Honourable James
Were then Honourable James Omollo.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Regina.

Hon. Kizito (Nominated Member): Thank you Mr. Speaker, for recognizing the power of
women. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of this motion to approve Mr. Hongo's nhomination to the
office of the County Secretary. From my reading of the report last night and particularly the
findings of this House Committee, Mr. Speaker, | have observed and indeed agree with the
committee that the nomination and the vetting process has adhered strictly to the provisions of
Section 44 of the County Government Acts 2012.

Mr. Speaker, it is also crucial to note that Mr. Hongo's qualifications are not merely academic
but also practical and deeply aligned with the requirements of this role, Mr. Speaker. With a
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Bachelor's degree, and | say with a Bachelor's degree in Commerce and a Masters in Business
Administration from reputable institutions, Mr. Hongo brings both theoretical knowledge and
practical insight into the complexities of county administration.

Additionally, his professional journey demonstrates a track record of financial acumen and
strategic leadership, Mr. Speaker. His appointment, Mr. Speaker, will continue significantly to
the efficiency and integrity of a county's administration, setting a foundation for more effective
governance and service delivery, Mr. Speaker. So | want to urge Honourable Members to join
me in endorsing this motion, affirming our commitment to appointing individuals of integrity
and competence to position of influence within our county government and people of degree, Mr.
Speaker. Thank you. | support.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): | Let me first accord Honourable James Were.

Hon. Were (MCA, Nyalenda “B”): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | also rise to support
the Motion that Mr. Hongo be hired to be our County Secretary. Mr. Speaker, I've worked with
Mr. Hongo since 2013 and | know that he's a performer. | know that he's a family man.l know
that he's a truthful man. Mr. Speaker, going by the recommendations from the report, Mr. Hongo
scored the highest mark.

Mr. Speaker, checking on the academic qualification, Mr. Hongo has met all the required
academic qualifications that is pertaining to that employment opportunity. Mr. Speaker, if you
look at the integrity section, this proposed nominee has met the Chapter Six. So, Mr. Speaker, |
support the Motion that Mr. Hongo be the County Secretary of Kisumu. Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Omollo, you had one minute to conclude.

Hon. Omollo (MCA, West Nyakach): Mr. Speaker, just allow me to conclude. Mr. Speaker, the
competence in Mr. Hongo will really be of a great deal for this county. And being a County
Secretary who is substantive in office is able to tackle so many issues now arising in the county.
Mr. Speaker, we believe from his performance in the past duties is able to steer this county to a
greater level. Mr. Speaker, if honesty is a person, the one Mr. Hongo is a very honest person in
terms of his delivery in performance and otherwise and we need such people in position to really
deal with the devices which we are having a challenge with in this county.

Mr. Speaker, as a County we have a huge wage bill. And at the help of the County Secretary's
office, this proposed nominee will be able to deal with it because this proposed nominee was
once in the Kisumu County Service Board. This proposed nominee understands the structure of
the county government in terms of recruitment and he knows so much about those who joined
the force and otherwise, so Mr. Speaker, allow me to support. Thank you.
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Matara and then Honourable Bill.

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | rise to support the nomination of
Mr. Hongo for the position of County Secretary for Kisumu County. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
highlight that when Kenya introduced the Capacity Assessment and Public Service (CAPS)
program, the primary objective was to assess and establish resource capacity at both the National
and County levels. Mr. Speaker, I am confident that Mr. Hongo is highly qualified for this
position, with his extensive experience and proven track record of performance. He meets all the
criteria and standards required for this role. Mr. Speaker, should this nomination be approved, |
wish to address Mr. Hongo directly in his capacity as County Secretary. In Matthew 25 from 23,
and [ want to quote ‘this, well done, good and faithful servant, you have been faithful with, with
few things. I will put you in charge of all many things, come and share your master's happiness. |
congratulate this House Committee for a good work, and | say well done, and I support. Faithful
is a virtue needed in public servitude.” Thank you, and I support.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Hon. Bill.

Hon. Bill (MCA, Kobura): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Finally, | have been accorded the
opportunity to speak, as I’ve been waiting for quite some time. | want to commend this House
Committee for their excellent work and equally thank the Governor for putting forward a strong
candidate for this position, whom | believe this House is ready to approve.

Mr. Speaker based on Mr. Hongo’s service record, it is clear that this proposed nominee is
deeply committed to serving Kisumu County. He has been with us since devolution, and |
believe that he is well-suited for this role, having a deep understanding of the challenges that our
County Government faces.

Mr. Speaker, I’ve equally had the chance to meet him personally, and I can say that this proposed
nominee is a true gentleman and highly dedicated to serving the people of Kisumu County. His
qualifications speak for themselves, and he is exceptionally well-prepared for this role. |
sincerely hope that, upon his appointment, this proposed nominee will serve for a long time,
given the historical challenges associated with this position.

Mr. Speaker, this proposed nominee holds both CPAK and CPSK credentials and has a strong
background in IT qualifications that will be invaluable in his role as County Secretary, especially
when managing financial records. These skills are crucial to this position.

In supporting his appointment, | believe that this proposed nominee will help foster a positive
working relationship between the County Assembly and the County Executive. A close,
collaborative relationship between these bodies is essential, and in this position, Mr. Hongo will
serve as the Governor’s representative and key liaison. His consistency and proven commitment
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make me confident that this proposed nominee will strengthen the collaboration between the
County Executive and the Assembly to serve the people of Kisumu County effectively.

Furthermore, given his experience within the system, | trust that this proposed nominee will
address critical issues like the wage bill and ghost workers, ensuring efficient service delivery to
the people of Kisumu County. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Honourable Odari.

Hon. Odari (MCA, Chemelil Tamu): Thank you Mr. Speaker. Much has already been said about
Mr. Hongo. Before | proceed, | would like to commend the Honourable Members who dedicated
their time to thoroughly review and support his nomination.

Mr. Speaker, | believe Mr. Hongo will perform admirably, especially in contrast to the former
County Secretary, who was dismissed in April of last year. After reviewing his qualifications, |
am confident that Mr. Hongo is a gentleman of integrity who will carry out his responsibilities
effectively. Mr. Speaker, without mentioning specific names, | have listened closely to the
statements made here today. It has been suggested that we give Mr. Hongo the opportunity to
address and rectify the issues within our County. Some individuals contributed to these issues,
and I trust he will work diligently to correct them.

Mr. Speaker, the issue of unpaid wages has also been raised. It is indeed true that Kisumu
County staff, including contractors and even this Assembly, have faced delayed payments—
some going unpaid for two or three months. Mr. Speaker, Members are hopeful that Mr. Hongo
will work to restore stability and dignity to Kisumu County.

Let us grant him the opportunity to take on this role and address these long-standing issues.
Finally, Mr. Speaker, | want to note that a matter | heard recently has now been confirmed by an
Honourable Member, verifying what a rumour was previously. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Honourable Onditi.

Hon. Onditi (MCA, Ombeyi): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to join my colleagues in
commending this House Committee for their excellent work, as well as extend my
congratulations to the Governor for his thoughtful selection. This time, | believe the Governor
has truly made a solid choice, especially considering the past, where two previous nominees
were ultimately rejected by this Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Hongo is a familiar and respected figure in this House and not just through this
report, but from his extensive interactions with many, if not all, Members here on various
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matters. | can personally attest to his professionalism, having had conversations with him about
issues concerning my ward and my role in oversight within this County.

Mr. Speaker, if our County seeks to establish peace and stability in its operations, then I firmly
believe Mr. Hongo is the right choice for County Secretary. His character and dedication stand
out, and it's clear that the Assembly is largely united in support of his nomination. Were it not for
formal procedures, Mr. Speaker, |1 would suggest we move straight to the vote, as the consensus
IS apparent.

In closing, | fully support this report and wish Mr. Hongo success in his new role. While 1
recognize that challenges come with any office, 1 am confident that his strong institutional
knowledge will serve him and this County well in overcoming them. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, |
support.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes Honourable Obaso.

Hon. Obaso (Nominated MCA): Thank you Mr. Speaker, for finally recognizing me. | would
like to join the previous speakers in expressing my support for this report. First, 1 extend my
congratulations to this House Committee for their excellent work on this report.

Mr. Speaker, | have known Mr. Hongo for the past three years. He is a gentleman, a soft-spoken
leader, and a person of integrity. I am confident that, if given this responsibility, this proposed
nominee will fulfil it with the dedication, skill, and energy it demands. | urge this House to
support Mr. Hongo’s nomination, and if approved, to continue supporting him in his efforts
moving forward.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to add my voice to this discussion, as | believe that Mr. Hongo is an
individual who knows how to relate with people from all backgrounds. He is capable of
effectively balancing both the governance and political aspects of this role. Once again, | urge
this House to endorse this report and support Mr. Hongo. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Onyango.

Hon. Onyango (MCA, Railways): Thank you Mr. Speaker, now that everyone is supporting this
report. | want to call the mover to reply

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Today Honourable Onyango has agreed with the report and has
called the mover to reply. Yes, the mover of the motion you have been called upon to reply.

The Leader of Majority (Hon. Ooko, MCA, Ahero): Thank you Mr. Speaker. | would like to
take this opportunity to commend His Excellency, the Governor, for his wisdom in nominating
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Mr. Hongo for the position of County Secretary. | also want to thank the Select Committee on
Appointments for their diligent work during Mr. Hongo’s vetting process in this chamber.

Mr. Speaker, as the Deputy Speaker rightly observed, Mr. Hongo is perhaps the most qualified,
credible, and steady candidate we have seen for this office in the history of Kisumu County. As
Honourable Rakwach mentioned, Mr. Hongo’s strong academic credentials holding both a
Bachelor's and a Master’s degree in Finance, and Certifications in Accounting, Internal Auditing,
and Information Systems Auditing make him an ideal fit for this role.

Honourable Seth Okumu highlighted Mr. Hongo’s invaluable institutional memory, having
worked with Kisumu’s first Governor, Mr. Ranguma, up to the present. This continuity of
experience is unique to Mr. Hongo, making him exceptionally equipped to address the
challenges currently facing our County. During the vetting, this proposed nominee assured us
that within his first 100 days in office, he would provide us with a report on his
accomplishments, focusing on issues like the wage bill and promoting positive changes in
employee behaviour.

Honourable Olima, I concur with your assessment that Mr. Hongo’s record speaks for itself. This
is, in fact, the first time we are seeing unanimous support for a report from all Members,
including Honourable Olima and even Honourable Onyango, who is often on the opposing side.

Mr. Speaker, for Honourable Onyango to also agree that Mr. Hongo is well-suited for this
position shows just how fitting a candidate he truly is.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Olima mentioned the importance of strengthening the working
relationship between Members of this House and the County Executive. Our working
relationship has had its challenges, and | hope that with Mr. Hongo’s expertise in Human
Resource and Management, this proposed nominee will bring harmony and foster collaboration.
This will also help address on-going issues around protocol that often arise during meetings with
the County Executive.

Honourable Speaker, Honourable Oiko Pete raised the concern of the wage bill a topic that is on
all our minds. From my perspective, the Governor is already taking significant steps to address
this issue, and | urge Members to support him when the time comes. It won’t be an easy task, but
it’s essential that we stand united in backing these necessary actions.

| wanted to clarify an earlier comment from Honourable Oiko Pete: it is the "exchequer,"” not the
"exchanger." Many Members seemed a bit puzzled by that term, so | thought it best to clarify.
Thank you, Honourable Speaker.
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Honourable Speaker, Honourable Omuya rightly pointed out that the County has been trending
negatively, and that’s true. We need someone of his calibre to help shift the direction of this
County, moving us away from the negative perception and onto a more positive path.

Honourable Regina, as a strong and empowered woman, emphasized that qualifications are not
just about academic credentials. We've seen individuals with impressive academic records, but
when put to the test in practice, they fail to perform. Honourable Omuya, however, has proven
that it is possible to be both academically qualified and practically capable. With that in mind, I
believe that Mr. Hongo is more than qualified to be our County Secretary, should this House
approve his nomination. At this point, | urge this House to approve the nomination of Mr. Hongo
as the County Secretary. Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, | kindly request that, if Mr. Hongo is
confirmed, the leadership of this House be invited to attend his swearing-in ceremony so that we
can also be part of this important process. Thank you very much.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Members, now that the Motion Adoption of the Report
of the Select Committee on Appointment on the Suitability of Mr. Hongo nominated to the
position of County Secretary has been moved by the Leader of Majority, seconded by the Deputy
Speaker, debated. As per our standing orders, | want to put a question on the adoption of the
same.

(Question put and agreed to)

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Members, the Motion Adoption of the Report of the
Select committee on Appointments on the Suitability of Mr. Hesborn Hongo nominated to the
position of County Secretary has been adopted today, Thursday, the 07th of November, at 16:55
hours. And by that it means the House approves this nomination and the Governor should
proceed to appoint him.

Honourable Members | direct that the Hansard team to prepare the Hansard report for onward
submission to the Governor for purposes of appointment of one Mr. Hesbon Hongo to the
position of County Secretary.

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!

ADJOURNMENT

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro):Honourable Members, we can be upstanding, there being no other
business in the Order Paper, the House stands adjourned until Tuesday, the 12" of November,
2024 at 2.30 p.m.

(House rose at 04.56 p.m.)
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Addendum

Hansard Team

Zablon Otiende - Senior Hansard Reporter (Acting Editor)

Edward Odanga

Hansard Reporter

Fanuel Okode Hansard Reporter

Patrick Okoyo

Hansard Reporter

Jesca Otieno - Hansard Reporter

Jacklyne Otieno Hansard Reporter
Valery Achieng’ - Hansard Reporter

Jactone Obonyo - Attache’
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