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OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE 3RD ASSEMBLY  

TUESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY, 2015 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

(SPEAKER’S PROCESSION) 

(PRAYERS BY DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS) 

 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you very much our religious leaders, His 

Excellency the Governor, Hon. Members present, all protocols observed, good 

afternoon. 

Hon. Members:  Good Afternoon. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng): Good Afternoon once again! 

Hon. Members:  Good afternoon. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  I want to take this opportunity to welcome you all 

and I call upon the Clerk of the Assembly to take us through the order paper of today. 

Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Kisumu County Assembly First Assembly – 

third session, order paper on Tuesday 17th February 2015 at 2.30 p.m. Order No. 1:  

Administration of Oaths. 

Hon. Willis Ogonyo:  A point of Order Mr. Speaker, is it right for Hon. Elijah to sit on 

the seat of Minority Leader and Deputy Minority Leader there is there. 

Hon. Members:  (applause) 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you for the information, Hon. Elijah can you 

take your rightful position. 

Hon. James Diang’a: You are ruling the Assembly 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Hon. Diang’a permission not granted. You are going 

to talk 

Hon. James Diang’a:  This Assembly has been opened unprocedurally.  Somebody in 

the Speaker’s panel is the one to sit in that chair. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Order, Order Hon. Diang’a, Order! 
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Hon. Members:  (Shouting in different languages:  go outside, give me space so that I 

remove him outside – referring to Hon. Dianga) 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Hon. Members, remember this is a house of rules 

and procedures and we are not going to deviate from them.  We want to follow the 

procedure to the latter and that is what brought us in this House. 

Hon. Members:  (Applause)  

Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 1:  Administration of oaths 

Silence 

Speaker (Hon Gabriel Ochieng):  Next order ! 

Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 2:  Communication from the 

Chair: 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you very much your Excellency the 

Governor, Kisumu County,  Jack N. Ranguma, Hon. Members of this Hon. Assembly, 

Members of the 4th Estate present here, Members of the Public, the Clergies present 

here, Government Officers, all protocols observed, good afternoon? 

All:  Good Afternoon. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Well come again to the 3rd Session of the County 

Assembly.  We have pleasure and privilege to have His Excellency the Governor here 

with us opening this session. I want to say Hon. Members and His Excellency the 

Governor that this is a house of rules and procedures.  The business ought to have 

started 2.30 p.m, we are late with almost one hour and I think next time this should 

be observed. 

Hon. Members, I want to say that the standing orders of this House is still the same 

and I want us to behave with decorum, I want us to follow the standing order to the 

latter.  Let no any Hon. Member think that this is going to be a theatre where you are 

going to gain any theatric behavior.  Let me assure you or a firm to you that I am not 

going to leave any order of the standing orders not followed, that is why I am seated 

on this seat. 

Hon. Members, I want to say it is a great day for us today.  It is a day that the Kisumu 

Citizens have been yawning for to hear from their President of the County.  It is a day 

that this County is going to know the state where they are and I want to say that it is 

constitutional right for the Governor to visit Assembly at any time and the leadership 

of the Assembly. 
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Hon. Members: (applause) 

(Continuation) 

Such impunities from other quarters that give warnings, that chest thumb that the 

Governor will not step in this Assembly to address issues, I want to say that is not 

going to happen.  Hon. Members, we know where we are.  This is the legislative arm 

of this County for this County to be seen moving forward, it is this arm that has to 

give way. You know the position we are at, you know the position we were in 2014, 

and we know that the County is now properly constituted, we have the Chief Officers 

in place, we have The Sub County Administrators and the Ward Administrators in 

place, I know we are now going to work.  Recently there was cry of immobility on the 

side of Executive Members now there are vehicles that can move them to every part 

of the County.  We have begun to monitoring and evaluate what is happening in the 

County.   It is my pleasure to welcome all of you to this 3rd session, Hon. Members,   

we have a lot to legislate on and this needs you and I, and that is why you have heard 

spiritual leaders praying for us.  You all know the wrangles that exists in this County 

but let us push them a side.  I know, just as the men of God have said, the God that 

we worship is a God who answers prayers, you know from today 17th day of February 

2015 things are not going to be the way they were last year.  I want to say feel most 

welcomed, I want to proceed with the proceedings of this House and I must say this 

again, that kindly let us follow the procedures of this House. Thank you Hon. 

Members.  Next order 

Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 3:  Messages: 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Next order 

Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 4:  Petitions 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  next order 

Clerk to the Assembly (Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 5:  Papers 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng): next order 

Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 6:  Notices of motion 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Yes, Hon. Majority Leader. 

Leader of Majority (Hon. Samuel Ongow):  Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir, I rise to give a 

notice of motion under Standing Order No. 20 (5-6) over the address by His Excellency 

the Governor which is today. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you, next order 
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Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 7:  Statements 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Next order 

Clerk to the Assembly (Mr. Owen Ojuok):  Order No. 8:  Motion 

Commencement of Business 

 The address by His Excellency the Governor Jack  N. Ranguma - Kisumu County. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you very much.  Hon. Majority Leader! 

Leader of Majority (Hon. SamuelOngow):  Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir, under the same 

standing order 20 (5-6), I move a motion that His Excellency the Governor now 

address this particular Assembly, I want to ask Deputy Minority Leader to second. 

Deputy Minority Leader (Hon. Joshua Auko):  Thank you Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

second the motion as rightly been moved by the Majority Leader. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you, the motion has been well moved by the 

Majority Leader and seconded by the Minority Deputy Leader.  I will now call upon His 

Excellency the Governor of Kisumu to address this Hon. House. (applause) 

 

(SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY GOVERNOR JACK RANGUMA). 

Hon. Speaker, Kisumu County Assembly 

Honourable Members, 

Members of the Clergy, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I take this Opportunity to apologize that I have never been elected as Member of the 

Assembly, sometimes I am not familiar with the order papers and I do want you to 

forgive me because that familiarity will come with time and Devolution as you know is 

new. 

Honorable Members, I believe that together with your families, you have taken time 

to enjoy the Christmas break and the festivities that came with it; and renewed your 

relationships with your maker.  I hope that from that rest Honourable Members are 

now ready to tackle the new challenges of representation and oversight, and to make 

laws that will forever lift Kisumu to higher ground. 
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I am convinced, as I have always said, we have entered a new dispensation as a 

county and a new chapter in governance, development planning and execution. 

Honourable members, I am also aware that I made several promises and commitments 

to the people of Kisumu.  Today as we look back and put on record some of our 

achievements, as were promised and in line with our vision and manifesto, I am very 

happy with achievements made in some areas.  I am also aware that we could have 

done better in other areas to bring equity.  We shall make corrections going forward. 

Service Delivery: 

Hon. Members, you all appreciate that we inherited a blotted and dysfunctional 

structures and demotivated personnel from the defunct local authorities.  At the very 

outset, we committed ourselves to the primary task of a government – to deliver 

quality, timely and efficient service to our people.  We have made several steps 

towards this objective including: 

 Mapping of baseline services levels and service points 

 Human resource audit and capacity evaluation 

 Stakeholder engagement 

 Service level agreement with executives among others 

These are important first steps towards the development of a robust service delivery 

systems, not only the basic services to the people but also to deliver services levels 

that meet the vision and agenda of my government. 

It is worth noting that Kisumu County was the first County to have its executive 

members sign performance contracts in August 2014.  And Honorable members were 

fully represented at the signing ceremony.  Performance contracting in government is 

geared towards improving performance and delivering quality and timely services to 

our people, improving productivity and instilling a greater sense of accountability, 

and ensuring that the County Government of Kisumu delivers on its mandate. 

The Executive Members are subjected to quarterly performance evaluation by an 

independent body.  The first performance evaluation by UNDP was carried out 

between 12th and the 17th of January this year.  The result of this audit has informed 

the ongoing restructuring of my Government and more importantly the need for the 

executive to embrace common objectives. 

In a bid to boost service delivery as well as fast track development projects to the 

people at the grassroots level, the County’s Public Service Board finalized the 

recruitment of various personnel such as Chief Officers, Sub County Administrators 

and Ward Administrators. 
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Honorable Members, you recognize that the vision of our County is anchored on a 

sevenfold economic pillar.  Therefore CIDP/ Mid-term plans and budget are developed 

in line with those pillars and sector management strategies that recognize those 

pillars. 

Honorable Members, I will however note that achievements in each pillar is guided by 

resource availability, the level of donor support available and ability to attract 

private sector players.  Kisumu County is among the disadvantaged counties in terms 

of revenue allocation and workforce inherited from the defunct local authorities 

which take 84% of exchequer resources, instead of the expected 40%.  In spite of this 

challenge, we have done well. 

Food Security and Commercialization of Agriculture 

Honorable Members, our first and foremost desire is to deed our people whilst also 

observing their right to life.  The constitution thus places an enormous responsibility 

on our shoulders as government, but without resources and so much, expectations, we 

have our work cut out for us.  It must be our pride as a county to make the profound 

initial steps towards making our county food secure.  You may recall that we launched 

the Kenya Agricultural Value Chains Enterprise (KAVAS) Program together with the US 

Ambassador to Kenya.  At the time, I pledged to make this county a breadbasket for 

the region in less than 10 years.  We began this work in earnest and we have recorded 

significant progress.  Through the Special Programs department in my office, our 

agricultural department and the KAVES Program, we initiated the White Sorghum 

project in parts of Nyando, Muhoroni, Seme and Nyakach sub counties.  This went well 

and a bumper harvest ensured.  We recorded quite some significant tonnage of 

sorghum harvest.  With available quality seeds, elaborate extension services and a 

ready market for this produce, we look forward to multiplying our efforts this 

cropping season in the three sub counties and to replicate the same in the rest of the 

County. 

The supply of quality seeds does not end with sorghum alone.  We have developed 

production and productivity programs for quality rice seeds for those in rice growing 

areas, cotton seeds, tissue cultured bananas, and quality semen for the upgrading for 

our livestock.  Indeed, we have established a centre in Muhoroni for the upgrading of 

our livestock, and we urge you to encourage your constituents to take advantage of 

these services. 

Moreover, we have committed ourselves to opening hitherto idle parcels of land for 

productive agricultural development.  It is for this reason that de-siltation works have 

been undertaken in areas like Mboha Valley, Nyamasaria, Miriu, OmbeyiAuji and other 

rivers in Muhoroni, Nyando, Seme and Kisumu East targeting NyamThoi and its 
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environs.  Our vision is to convert the large tracts of lands served by these rivers into 

viable commercial lands through control of flood and irrigated agriculture.  It is for 

this reason that I recently appointed a task force to analyze the challenges facing our 

farmers, and to specifically advice my Government on how to upscale the use of 

irrigation in food production. 

To aid with land preparation for the local farmers, we purchased tractors, which were 

dispatched to the sub counties for easy access.  We are aware of the challenge of 

inadequate tractors and we are re-thinking of ways to help farmers get their lands 

tilled, howsoever, constrained with the desire to promote private sector players as 

the County Government concentrates on providing the enabling environment. 

My Government is fully aware of the challenges farmers experience in rice and cane 

growing.  I have appointed the taskforce to specifically target rice value chain, 

especially marketing and to embrace all players including supermarkets, exporters, 

Lake Basin Development Authority and other commercial players.  I am similarly 

aware of the challenge cane farmers face and I have approached the National 

Government to transfer Miwani, Muhoroni and Chemelil factories to Kisumu County, as 

we have strategic investors ready to improve the lives of the cane farming 

communities.  In the meantime, the County has developed farmers support formula to 

help improve productivity, production and incomes. 

The County programs of intervention incorporate chicken, dairy, fish and other 

livestock.  These programs are innovative as well as rewarding, but their 

implementation have been slowed down by lack of sufficient development budget. 

Industrialization and Enterprise Development 

Agriculture alone cannot uplift our people from the yoke of poverty and deprivation 

and provide opportunities for employment and wealth creation.  It is for this reason 

that my Government also focuses on empowering industries, promoting trade and 

creating jobs.  Our primary task is to create a healthy and conducive environment for 

investment.  We have made considerable progress and have succeeded in attracting 

key investors into the county.  And more are going to come. 

In the remaining three years of my Government’s first term, I expect a number of 

investors with whom we are in discussion, to pitch tent in Kisumu and start 

construction of their industries.  The indicators of progress are already in place.   

Crown paints have started constructing a multi-million shillings paint factory in 

Kisumu West.  Equator Bottlers have also completed the expansion of its new plant in 

a move to capture the growing regional market. 
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In the two years of my governorship, we have witnessed a reversal of the negative 

investor behavior in the past associated with Kisumu- with well-known franchises, 

including Naivas Supermarket, Tumaini Supermarket, Ukwala Supermarket, Uchumi 

Supermarket, Bata Shoes, Tile and Carpet, Java Woolworth etc. setting up shop in 

Kisumu.  Indicators of this remarkable progress in revival of Kisumu as a regional 

trading hub, the concept of Kisuma, can also be seen in the emerging Business Malls 

and Hotels that are coming up every day.  These new enterprises have created direct 

and indirect employment of more than 10,000 residents taking care of approximately 

50,000 dependents within their households. 

Ultimately, full industrialization and commercial growth will be realized, first when 

we succeed in producing sufficient raw materials especially cotton, fish, livestock, 

sugarcane, rice etc for running our industries, this is the reason why agriculture 

remains our number one economic pillar.  Secondly, when the lake transport 

infrastructure and investment is complete.  Attracting these sector investments is 

dependent on the national government providing enablers…we continue to discuss to 

get them on board. 

I must emphasize that apart from attracting outside capital from the County, my 

government has been working on promoting local capital accumulation as a way of 

promoting local ownership of our economy.  I am happy to note that, following my 

Government’s campaign on promotion of a culture of savings and investments, we 

have so far registered 19 cooperatives, which have a cumulative savings of 40 million 

shillings.  My Government has enhanced supervision and technical support to these 

cooperatives to ensure they do not fall into the same trap that many previous 

cooperative have fallen into i.e collapse due to mismanagement and graft. 

To aggregate the savings of these cooperatives, my Government is also working on 

establishment of the Kisumu County Investment Cooperative Society Ltd, with a 

specific mandate to promote resource mobilization, savings and credit, technical 

support and to continue research on growth and revival of the cooperative sector as 

well as provide credit guarantee of 30% of all tenders for special groups. 

Honourable Members, I wish to also inform you that under my chairmanship, the 

County Governments of Kisumu, Kakamega, Bungoma, Siaya, Nyamira, Busia, Migori, 

Vihiga, Homa Bay and Kisii Counties have developed the Lake Basin Regional Economic 

Blue print to leverage economies of scale in the region, including shared resources 

like Lake Victoria, in order to improve the livelihoods of the people in these counties.  

This initiative is also focusing on agriculture, tourism, education, health, 

infrastructure, ICT and financial services. 
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In the coming period, my Government will focus on mobilization of citizens to review 

the expenditures on non-essential areas to build a saving culture housed under the 

cooperative framework. 

We want to encourage the womenfolk, Youth and people with disability to take 

advantage of the 30% provision for business with the Government.  My Government 

continues to encourage local companies to bid for the Government contracts. Even as 

they do so, we must remind our people that procurement processes are defined by 

strict provisions of the Public Procurement Laws.  Some of the projects that we are 

undertaking require technical and financial capacities that may not be available to 

most of the local contractors.  In this regard, my Government has taken a policy 

position that allows joint ventures so that our people can join hands in seeking the 

available business opportunities.  In addition, my Government is in conversation with 

financial institutions to avail affordable credit with minimum conditions to support 

our people.  As a result, banks do recognize LSOs and LPOs, which were hitherto 

unrecognized in the era of the local authorities. 

Tourism 

Investment in tourism is a medium – to – long term objective of my Government, and 

is dependent on the new Kisumu plan and how it connects with Western Kenya 

tourism circuit.  Tourism is our number three economic pillar, and we are intent on 

marketing the western circuit as an alternative tourism destination in Eastern Africa.  

Kisumu and its neighbouring counties have unique features whose development, 

branding, and marketing are being explored to boost the tourism business.  The 

uniqueness of our lake provides an important selling point for Kisumu. 

So far, we have identified and gazetted tourist and cultural sites and attractions in 

the county.  These include Kit Mikayi, Luanda Magere, Thim Lich Ohinga, Ndere Island 

Park, Kisumu Museum, among others.  We have also completed the design works for 

the beautification of the lakefront, and actual beautification works is set to begin 

with the assistance from UNHABITAT and the Government of Israel.  I am aggressively 

engaging the National Government and the Kenya Railways to release the idle railway 

land along our lakeshore for public and private investment. 

Through the annual Miss Tourism contests, the crowned beauty queen has been 

supported by my Government to be the County’s tourism ambassador presenting and 

promoting the County’s tourism agenda at various plat forms. 

Honorable Members, you may want to note that under this pillar, Kisumu County will 

launch the second devolution conference attracting more than 5,000 people.  The 

benefit of such a conference is immense both directly and indirectly, and contributes 
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to new and magnified employment opportunities.  A number of conferences have gone 

on un-noticed but they add to the value of Kisumu as an alternative destination and 

potential for growth. 

Trade 

Honorable Members, My Government has disbursed more than Kshs. 7m to small 

traders and I want to reaffirm our commitment to help women and small traders in 

this endeavor. 

 

Technology and ICT 

I have prioritized communication, information and Technology, which is a major 

enabler towards the achievement of our vision for this county.  Honorable Members, I 

recently reorganized my government by introducing a separate docket for 

communication, information and technology.  This is particularly so because it is a 

constitutional requirement that the public is fully involved in the determination of 

their development, and that they are adequately informed of the plans and progress.  

It is also important because communication, information and technology have become 

a major economic factor in this brave new world, and we want to capitalize on it by 

being the centre of communication and information in the Lake Basin Region. 

Towards this, we have secured a bulk SMS platform that I launched on the 11th of 

February 2015.  I take this earliest opportunity to encourage you to share this new 

development with our citizens.  By sending a text to 21142, residents can now make 

inquiries about practically anything concerning the County and get feedback within 24 

hours.  The number can also be used to pass crucial information from the residents to 

the County.  Kindly advise your constituents of this important development and 

encourage them to make use of it to fulfill the constitutional requirement of public 

participation and information access. 

Honorable Members, we recognize that ICT by its very nature creates great 

investment and employments opportunities.  I am happy to report that we will also be 

launching our free WiFi services hopefully at the end of February.   When the city 

coverage is complete, we will increase the coverage to the sub-county headquarters 

to allow more residents access to this vital resource.  We have targeted areas around 

the CBD, Institutions of Higher learning, libraries and health facilities as primary 

places of this launch.  The project will later on be up scaled to cover wider 

population catchment.  I therefore encourage residents of Kisumu to fully utilize the 

free WiFi to access information, study, innovate and create employment. 
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Furthermore, we have initiated a GIS lab to help us with resource mapping.  More 

funds have been allocated in the proposed supplementary budget for fully equipping 

the facility.  A functioning GIS system will help expand the County’s revenue base. 

Besides, automation process of our revenue collection system is on track.  We are 

scheduled to launch the automation of our single business permit and construction 

permit processes shortly.  The same also applies to other revenue streams including 

the bus parks, markets, and street parking, among others.  This move is expected to 

improve the fiscal gap as we seek to seal leakages of revenue, enhance accountability 

and realize more funds for effective service delivery and development of 

infrastructure. 

Sports and Talent 

We recognize the immense talent that exists in Kisumu County and the contribution it 

will make in uplifting the standards and livelihood of our people. For this reason 

target programs have been developed to fast track development and talent in all 

areas including sports and performing arts. The refurbished Kisumu Moi stadium is 

singled out for promotion of soccer as we also offer financial support to youth’s club 

to strengthen the value chain sports. All types of popular sport is targeted for 

upgrade. 

 

Education 

Honorable Members, Education is partially devolved function, as you all know. We 

are, however, convinced that this is foundational function that we must give 

adequate attention as it provides the knowledge and skills necessary to spur 

sustainable economic growth and development. We have invested considerably in this 

sector with a more targeted and specific focus on Early Childhood and Development. 

The County Government notes with concern that underinvestment by past regimes in 

ECCD the infrastructure is extremely poor, teachers are unqualified, standardized 

ECCD curriculum is absent, learner friendly ECCD infrastructure is limited etc., as 

major gaps in the sector. My Government has prioritized and is addressing these 

challenges through provisions of more ECCD physical facilities, sanitary facilities, 

supply of desks and chairs and recruitments of teaching assistants. Moreover, my 

Government is in the process of developing ECCD policy, ECCD bill, ECCD teacher 

training college etc. My Government is also in the process of introducing of feeding 

program to ensure retention of children in schools, but using food crops produced in 

this county. 
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Honorable Members, I can report that in Muhoroni, construction works of ECCD are 

ongoing at Mikiria, Kamarawa, Kamrika as well as renovation of classroom at 

KibosSchool for the Blind. In Kisumu East, construction of classrooms is ongoing at 

OmungiPrimary, Obino Primary and Alango Primary schools, whereas construction 

work at Odeso Primary and Okago Primary schools are complete. In Kisumu West, 

construction of a classroom at Kisian Primary School and ECCD classroom at 

Aerodrome/Bandani are ongoing. 

Moreover, in Seme two classrooms at Mayieka and Ngutu Primary Schools are ongoing 

while evaluation of ECCD classrooms at OjollaKadero and Runda Primary Schools are 

complete and are awaiting awards. In Nyakach, construction of ECCD classrooms at 

Majuero Primary is ongoing. Construction of classrooms at Kondele and Manyatta 

Primary Schools are ongoing while ECCD classroom at St. Marys Girls Kibuye is 

complete. In Nyando construction of two ECCD Classrooms at Nyachabla Primary and 

Lela primary Schools are ongoing. 

Kisumu County Government has also secured donor funding for the construction of 

fully functional schools namely Kasagam Secondary School in Nyalenda, Bar Union 

Primary School in Nyahera and Migosi Primary School in Migosi and will soon 

commence construction of five modern Primary School at Rota, Rweya and Angira 

Primary Schools. 

Of the existing 25 youth Polytechnic in the county, 15 are registered while 10 are 

operating without registration, but my Government is pursuing their registration. We 

also recognize the challenges of low enrolments, old and obsolete equipment, and 

lack of market oriented curriculum and low capacity of instructors. We have initiated 

the process of renovating 18 polytechnics and equipping them with modern facilities 

to attract more students as well as review courses offered to include market oriented 

disciplines and qualified instructors. 

Some of the Polytechnic projects include Construction of 4 classrooms at Rotary Youth 

Polytechnic in Kisumu Central, construction of twin workshops at Alara youth 

Polytechnic in Nyakach, construction of twin workshop at Karateng Youth Polytechnic 

Kisumu West. Construction ofLunga Polytechnic Multi-Purpose Hall in Seme and finally 

construction of a youth polytechnic at Kianja in Kisumu East. 

Honorable Members, we all recognize the importance of bursary programs that we 

introduced last year. Many deserving cases have benefitted from this scheme and a lot 

more continue to benefit. 

My Government has disbursed bursaries worth more than Sh.75 Million to needy 

Secondary, College and University students; and we have recently launched a program 
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for training and licensing of bodaboda operators. As we continue with the current 

bursary design, My Government hope to upscale the bursary program to fully support 

our county’s brilliant minds for full four year education. 

Health 

Good health and better life is the slogan of my Government and that of ODM party 

that sponsored me to power. I am happy to report significant progress in the area of 

the health development. Health alone consumes 40% of our annual budget. In the last 

two years, we have been able to construct, complete and equip various health 

facilities in many wards. These includes drugs, equipment and personnel. Moreover, 

My Government is in the process of recruiting more medical personnel to boost the 

current capacity in the county. 

Being the chairman of the Council of Governor’s Health Committee, I am aggressively 

engaging the National Government and International Development Partners to support 

the strengthening of health facilities outside the city such as Ahero, Pap Onditi, 

Muhoroni, Chulaimbo and Kombewa. In this regard, Ahero sub-district Hospital and 

Muhoroni have fully equipped theaters to cater for causalities. JOOTRH currently 

boasts of the largest and highly equipped ICU in Eastern and Central Africa and will 

soon be a hospital of very his quality and reputation once it is converted to a 

university hospital. 

In a bid decongest Kisumu District Hospital & Jaramogi Oginga Odinga Teaching and 

Referral Hospital, my Government is enhancing operations in Health facilities at the 

sub county level though provision of drugs and funds to cater for the communities 

living around these areas. 

 My government has upgraded several Sub-county health facilities to reduce maternal 

mortalities. Some of the upgraded facilities are Olasi, Nyang’ande, Manywanda, Gita 

and Masogo. These facilities have been fully equipped with drugs and medical 

personnel. 

In an effort to keep the staff in check, My Government is issuing employees with 

performance indicators so as to ensure that they are serving their communities 

appropriately. 

The county has also acquired 7 ambulances that will be distributed throughout the 

sub-counties in the coming days so as to promote efficient service delivery in times of 

medical emergencies, but also in line with taking closer to the people. 
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My Government also Recognizes preventative health as key to life and has developed 

a community health strategy jointly with Great Lakes University to improve primary 

health care. 

Infrastructure 

Finally, we believe that all this pillars must be supported by good and enabling 

infrastructure. That is why environmental and infrastructural development, together 

with energy and ICT as our primary enablers. Towards these, I am happy to report 

that we have completed and reopened 19 urban roads, installed solar-powered street 

lighting within the CBD where five streets are complete and more ongoing. 

The county has installed 23 high mast floodlights and several streetlights in our city. 

This has improved the security situation in the city significantly, as well as enhanced 

commerce, as traders are able to carry on with their business till late in the night. My 

Government will invest in more floodlights in all market centers throughout the 

county and the city neighborhood. 

The curb perennial flood menace throughout the county, My Government has 

embarked on a de-silting program. The following Rivers have been de-silted and are 

aiding in irrigation and flood control. 

1. Ombeyi River in Nyando 21km done 

2. Miriu River in Nyando 31km done 

3. Akwanya/Simbi stream in Muhoroni 10km done 

4. Mboha stream in Seme 8km done 

5. Awach River in Nyakach 70.5 procurement stage 

6. Asao/Atoyiengo in Nyakach 10km procurement stage 

7. Alerwa River in Kisumu E. 3km procurement stage 

8. Miriu River in Nyakach 23km Tender Documentation stage 

9. Olasi/Okumu stream in Muhoroni 9km Tender Documentation stage  

10. Aguko/Midudu stream in Kisumu E.6km Tender Documentation stage 

11. Angwecha stream in Muhoroni 7km Tender Documentation stage. 

In Kisumu Central Sub County’s development partners are injecting a total of Sh.2 

billion towards the improvement of infrastructure, environment and transport system. 

These development projects are not to be captured in our records but are valuables 

contributions. 

In 2014-2015, the county’s focus will be on automating revenue collection by investing 

in ICT, GIS and valuation roll and completing several other planned projects. 
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As a key enabler to economic development, the county has invested a total of over 

Sh.900 million on the opening of new roads & improvement of the existing road 

network in the 2013/2014 financial year. In the 2014/2015 financial year, the county 

will continue opening new roads & also invest in the maintenance of the constructed 

roads. A total of 575kms of roads has been constructed in all the seven sub-counties. 

We have yet again embarked on an extensive programmes for the construction and 

rehabilitation of development projects throughout the county. These ongoing works 

include roads, sewerage & drainage, floodlights. 

I am also happy to report that we have finalized plans for the acquisition of land in 

Ombeyi for the construction of a 40 Megawatt power generation solar plant. This 

project is expected to generate 72 Kwh of electricity per year and will employ 200 

skilled and unskilled workers during the operating time. Other benefits include 

reduction of consumer prices of electricity, as well as attraction of further 

investments as a result of availability of clean and reliable source of power of the 

county’s growing economy. 

Kisumu city 

My Government continues to be grateful to the French Government for supporting the 

Kisumu Urban Project within the wider Kenya Urban Program. Financed by AFD to the 

tune of 40 million Euros, the objectives of the project is to improve the living 

conditions of the people of Kisumu through development of infrastructure and 

facilities, slum upgrading and local capacity building component is also improving the 

financial autonomy and strengthening accountability in the City of Kisumu. 

The last two years have been dedicated to technical studies, planning and designing 

of KUP interventions. My Government has followed this process very keenly, provided 

the required technical backstopping and political goodwill. I am satisfied, as we now 

roll out the constructions works, that KUP plans and designs are of high quality and 

meet the very strict international standards. In the coming months, the residents of 

Kisumu will appreciate this as they see very high quality schools, market places, 

roads, bridges, bio-centers, drainage systems and health facilities coming up across 

the breadth and width of our city. 

Solid Waste management in Kisumu County 

My Government recognizes solid waste as a major concern for Kisumu County and for 

sustainable development in the entire Lake Victoria region. Apart from its negative 

impact on environment and health; with both direct and indirect linkage to economic 

development of the county, waste materials represent wasted money, in terms of the 
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original cost of the materials, the disposal and its potential value as a recyclable and 

reusable resource. 

It is for this reason that, although we have over the last two years received several 

expressions of interests by foreign and local companies seeking to provide solid waste 

management services for Kisumu, My Government opted to pursue a policy for 

Integrated Sustainable Waste Management (ISWM) as an approach to reach better, 

more sustainable solutions to these problems that have been with us for a long time. 

This conceptual approach of ISWM is not only taking technical or financial/economic 

sustainability into account as is conventionally done, but also includes socio-cultural, 

environmental, institutional and political aspects that will influence overall 

sustainability of waste management in the county. It is indeed for this reason that my 

Government is fast tracking implementation of the French Development Bank’s 

(AFD’s) funded Kisumu Urban Project, part of which includes providing us with 

practical and integrated interventions for addressing solid waste management. Out of 

the 4.5 billion shillings, which is the total value of the KUP, more than 800 million 

Shillings are being spent on Waste Management Interventions. 

Gender Parity 

Honorable Members, all our programs pays significant attention to youth, women and 

persons with disability and have put necessary steps for their empowerment and 

mainstreaming. In this regard I will soon unveil a youth advisory board to help 

mainstream youth agenda; and put in place a desk which will help us mainstream the 

agenda PWD. 

Fiscal Responsibility 

The Public Management Act requires that we practice fiscal responsibility when it 

comes to the financial management of public affairs. As we continue to play our part 

in the implementation of programs and projects, the executive is continually guided 

by the provisions of the PFM ACT to ensure adherence to the provisions of this Act and 

to spend in line with the budgetary provisions so passed by this honorable Assembly. 

However, we are fully aware that every honorable member has their own priorities 

when it comes to wards. Those priorities may be beneficial in the short run for 

members because of the immediate impacts that are seen on their implementation. 

However, the concern being raised is that as a county we must identify turnkey 

projects that may target less than 35 wards but which have tremendous impact on our 

growth as a county. I want to encourage Honorable Members that such expenditure 

must be prioritized in line with the contribution that they are likely to produce and 

their beneficial impact to the larger population of Kisumu County  
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I urge honorable Members to consider such projects even if they are not hosted in 

their wards and to support them for greater success 

At this point, I wish to report that NSSF has agreed to finance and build both County 

Assembly and the Governor’s residence. Honorable Members this approach will help 

release funds for development. 

Standard Gauge Railway 

Honorable Members, we have negotiated that the Standard Gauge Railway line which 

was initially planned for Malaba, as the termination point, will now terminate in 

Kisumu. This is big victory for us and for my government because I have always 

insisted that Kisumu offers the port with the shortest access to East Africa 

Community. The construction of the railway line will commence in the financial year 

2015/16. My government will work hand in hand with key stakeholders to ensure that 

the people of Kisumu optimize this opportunity in terms of jobs. Contracts. 

Consultancy and value for money for their land. I will form a task force to advise my 

Government on how we can make the best out of this unique opportunity. 

Political Maturity 

It’s important to affirm that the relationship between the executive arm of 

government and that of the county assembly as another arm of the same government 

is symbiotic and therefore calls for being accommodative but remain, alive to the fact 

that the roles are distinctive, for purposes of ensuring the best of service delivery to 

the people of Kisumu County. 

In this regard, allow me appreciate the work so far done by our honorable members of 

the county assembly in the manner in which they have in the recent past processed, 

debated and passed bills and on the same breath, I wish to appeal to you to remain 

supportive in our collective efforts in creating legislations and oversight. 

It is sad, however, that many of our county folk seem to disregard the greatness of 

our past. I believe that their worst enemy is none other than themselves. They prefer 

to be consumed by selfishness and egotism. They remain shackled to a culture of 

indifference and finger-pointing. This is the very root of corruption and theft, for it 

puts their personal interests ahead of the well-being of the majority. Surely this is the 

biggest obstacle in our path towards change. 

Remaining silent does nothing to change things, it makes progress impossible and 

condemns our people to even greater poverty. Let us never hesitate to stand up and 

overcome ingrained practices that inhibit progress. Let us aspire to prosperous life, 

and never stop until we achieve it. 
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I also said that this house is the glue that will hold together the people of Kisumu 

County. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you very much His Excellency the Governor.  

Hon. Members, that is the address of His Excellency the Governor of Kisumu County.  

Our standing order is very clear and I now hand over this document to the Majority 

Leader as per the standing order No. 20(6). 

Leader of Majority (Hon. Samuel Ongow):  Thank you Mr. Speaker Sir, I rise once 

again under Standing Order No. 20(6) that the thanks of the County Assembly be 

recorded for the exposition of public policy contained in the address of the Governor. 

The debate on the motion shall take effect from tomorrow for four days and I want to 

request the Deputy Minority Leader to second this. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you, yes Hon. Joshua Auko 

Minority Deputy Leader (Hon. Joshua Auko):  Thank you Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

second. 

Speaker (Hon. Gabriel Ochieng):  Thank you very much, Hon. Members. Today we 

only hand one business to transact and that is the address of his Excellency the 

Governor of Kisumu County, Hon. Jack Ranguma.  I want to say that thank you very 

much all of you who came, the public who are outside there hearing us.  

 I want to say that there has been public outcry that Kisumu County overspend 

because they over step their mandate but today Hon. Members as we close the 

business of the day, I wish you safe journey mercies, as you are going outside, kindly 

interact with clergymen, when you greet them they will be praying for you and this is 

a blessing. So I want to say that this address speech of the Governor will be debated 

for four days as stated in the Standing Orders.   

I want to thank you very much once again and wish you well in your all endevours. 

The House now stands adjourned until tomorrow 9.00 a.m. 

 

(All Arise) 

(Speaker’s Procession) 

(House Adjourned at 9:20 pm.) 
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Addendum 

Hansard Reporters 

Roseline Awuor 

Gladys Chepkong’a 
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