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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU 

 

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU 

THE HANSARD 

Official Report  

THIRD ASSEMBLY – FOURTH SESSION  

Tuesday, 23
rd

 September, 2025 

House met in the Main Chamber at 02:30 p.m. 

(The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Emily Oginga) in the Chair) 

PRAYERS 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable members, in line 

with the provisions of Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders No. 32 (2), I direct that the 

quorum bell to be rung for the first five minutes.  

(Quorum bell rung for the first minutes) 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable members, I can spot 

Honourable Benson Adega sitting in for the Leader of Majority.  Can you please confirm if we 

have quorum? 

Hon. Adega (MCA, Kajulu): Thank you Madam Speaker, we don't have quorum.  

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable members, as per the 

provisions of Standing Order No. 32 (2), I direct that, the quorum bell be rung for a further five 

minutes.   

(Quorum bell rung for the first minutes) 
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The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member):  Honourable members, I cannot 

spot the Deputy Leader of the Majority.  Honourable Adega, can you proceed and confirm if you 

have quorum? 

Hon. Adega (MCA, Kajulu): Thank you, Madam Speaker, we have the quorum. 

 The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Mr. Clerk, please take us 

through the Order Paper for the day? 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Next order!!  

STATEMENT HOUR 

STATEMENT INFORMING THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF THE BUSINESS COMING 

BEFORE THE HOUSE WEEK COMMENCING ON WEDNESDAY 24TH, SEPTEMBER 

2025 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Deputy Leader of Majority. 

The Deputy Leader of Majority (Hon. Owade, MCA, South West Nyakach): Thank you, 

Madam Speaker.  Madam Speaker, I rise, pursuant to Orders No. 41 (2) (c) of the Kisumu 

County Assembly Standing Orders and on behalf of the County Assembly Leader of Majority, to 

present and lay on the table of the County Assembly a statement informing the County Assembly 

of the business coming before the House in the following week. 

Madam Speaker, this is therefore to bring to the attention of Members and the County Assembly 

that for the week commencing on Wednesday 24th, September 2025. 

Tuesday 30th of September 2025 at 02:30 p.m. 

The Select Committee on Assembly House Business at the last meeting approved the following 

tentative business to appear in the order papers as follows. 

Wednesday 24th September 2025 at 9:00 a.m. 

PAPERS TO BE LAID. 

1. The Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Trade, Tourism, Industry, Marketing, 

Honourable Alice Wajewa, will table the report on the Operations of Kisumu County 

Trade Fund.  

2. The Chairperson, Select Committee on Public Investments and Accounts, Honourable 

Kennedy Ouko, will table the report on the Examination of the reports of the Auditor 

General on the Financial Statement of Kisumu County Alcoholic Drinks Fund, financial 

year 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2022-2023, and 2023-2024. 
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3. The Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Labour and Social Welfare Services, 

Honorable Sakari Okoyo, will table the report on the Matter of Compliance with 

Regulation No. 70 Paragraph 1 of the Public Service Commission Regulation 2020 on the 

Mandatory Retirement Age.   

4. The Chairperson, Select Committee on Ward Development, Honorable Vitalis Komodo, 

will table the committee report on the Benchmarking Exercise with Migori County 

Assembly. 

NOTICES OF MOTION. 

1. The Chairperson, Select Committee on Public Investments and Accounts, Honourable 

Kennedy Ouko, will give a notice of motion for the adoption report on the Examination 

of the report of the Auditor General on the Financial Statement of Kisumu County 

Alcoholic Drinks Fund, financial year 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2022-2023, and finally 

2023-2024.  

2. The Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Trade, Tourism, Industry, and Marketing, 

will give a notice of motion for the adoption of the report on the Operations of Kisumu 

County Trade Fund. 

3. The Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Labour and Social Welfare Services, 

Honourable Zachary Okoyo, will give a notice of motion for the adoption report on the 

Matter of Compliance with Regulation No. 70, Paragraph 1 of the Public Service 

Commission Regulations 2020 on the Mandatory Retirement Age.  

 

SUBSTANTIVE BUSINESS 

The Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Sports, Culture, Gender, and Youth Affairs, 

Honorable Nancy Matara, will move a motion for the adoption of a report on the FESTAC 

expenditure. 

 

Wednesday, 24
th

 September 2025 at 02.30 p.m. 

 

SUBSTANTIVE BUSINESS 

The Chairperson, Departmental Committee on Lands, Housing, Physical Planning and Urban 

Development, Hon Ratib Boitone, will move a Motion for the adoption of the report on the 

Induction of the Committee and the Municipal Board.  

 

Thursday, 25
th

 September, 2025 at 02.30 p.m. 
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SUBSTANTIVE BUSINESS 

The Chairperson Committee on Departmental Trade, Tourism, Industry and Marketing, 

Honourable Alice Wajewa, will move a Motion for adoption of the Committee report on the 

Operation of Kisumu County Trade Fund.  

 

Tuesday, 30
th

 September, 2025 at 02.30pm, 

 

STATEMENTS 

 

The Leader of Majority, who will issue a Statement pursuant to Order No. 41, Paragraph 2 (c) of 

the Standing Orders, that is, Business coming before the County Assembly for the week 

commencing on Wednesday, 1st October, 2025.  

 

SUBSTANTIVE BUSINESS 

The Chairperson Committee on Labour and Social Welfare, Hon Zachary Okoyo, will move a 

Motion for the adoption of the report on the Matter of Compliance with Regulations No. 70, 

Paragraph 1 of the Public Service Commission Regulation, 2020 on the mandatory retirement 

age. That is all, Madam Speaker. Thank you. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Oginga, Nominated Member): Next order!! 

 

MOTION 

 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF LAW, JUSTICE, CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS, 

GOOD GOVERNANCE AND SECURITY COMMITTEE ON THE INQUIRY INTO THE ESCALATING CASES OF 

CATTLE RUSTLING IN KISUMU COUNTY 

 

BY  

HON MOSES OCHELE, MCA, EAST KANO/WAWIDHI  

 

[CHAIRPERSON, ADMINISTRATION OF LAW, JUSTICE, AND CONSTITUTIONAL 

AFFAIRS, GOOD GOVERNANCE AND SECURITY] 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon Oginga, Nominated): Yes, Honourable Ochele  

 

Hon Ochele (MCA, East Kano Wawidhi): Thank you, Madam Speaker. I rise on behalf of the 

Departmental Committee on Administration of Law, Justice, Good Governance and Security on 

the report on the Inquiry into the Escalating Cases of Cattle Rustling in Kisumu County. 

 



County Assembly of Kisumu      Hansard Database          Tuesday 23
rd

 September, 2025 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A 

Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor  Page 5 

 

Madam Speaker, allow me to use Moving Notes for the entire report is within our WhatsApp 

groups, and I believe Members have gone through it. For those who did not get time to go 

through it as I move, you can proceed to access it. 

 

Madam Speaker and Hon Members, on 21st November, 2024, Hon Maurice Ngeta rose on the 

Floor of this House under Standing Orders No. 41 (2) (b) to raise a statement of grave public 

concern. He painted a grim picture of the communities living in fear besieged by brazed criminal 

gangs involved in systemic cattle rustling. Hon Ngeta reported a sharp increase in incidences. 

Criminals were becoming more audacious, operating with a level of sophistication, suggesting an 

organized enterprise. His sentiment, attached as an Annex in the main report, implored the 

Committee on Administration of Law, Justice, Good Governance and Security to intervene and 

seek answers from the security agencies on what concrete measures were being implemented to 

protect the lives and property of these constituents. 

 

While the statement highlighted the plight in Awasi Onjiko Ward, subsequent reports indicated 

that cattle rustling was a county-wide menace affecting areas such as Nyakach, Muhoroni, 

Kadibo and others. The urgency of the situation led to the instant committal of the matter to this 

committee for substances of inquiry. The Committee convened urgently and summoned the 

Regional Police Commandant to account for the measures in place. 

 

The commandant acknowledged the magnitude of the crisis and confirmed that a large-scale 

multi-agency crackdown was underway. However, he declined to diverge granular details on 

arrests, intelligence leaks or operational tactics, citing operational sensitivity. This was not an act 

of defense but rather recognition of the legal principles that active security operations cannot be 

compromised by premature disclosure. 

 

As is well established under both domestic security practice and jurisprudence, the public interest 

in protecting lives and dismantling criminal networks outweighs the Assembly's interest in 

immediate disclosure of sensitive intelligence. To do otherwise would be to alert the very rustlers 

under pursuit, compromise witnesses and undermine integrity of investigation. The Committee 

therefore accepted this limitation as both lawful and necessary, while maintaining its role in 

demanding accountability at an appropriate stage. 

 

COMMITTEE FINDINGS 

 

1. That cattle-rustling in Kisumu County has evolved into a sophisticated, organized 

criminal network with devastating social and economic consequences. 

2. That a major security operation is ongoing, with patrols citing operations and arrests. At 

least 25 suspects are arraigned to date. These efforts are beginning to restore calm in all 

spots. 
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3. That the disclosure of operational details was rightfully withheld on grounds of 

operational sensitivity, a necessary doctrine in security governance to preserve the 

efficacy of ongoing investigations. 

4. That national security is constitutionally the function of national government, hence, this 

Assembly's role lies on oversight, advocacy and intergovernmental engagement, not in 

directing police operations. 

5. That root causes of the menace include poverty, youth unemployment, ethnic mistrust 

and illicit markets for stolen livestock. Fueling the rise and enforcement alone will not 

resolve it.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

That this House formally engages the national government, through the Speaker and the Clerk, 

by transmitting a Petition to the Cabinet Secretary for Interior, the Inspector General of Police, 

and the Chair of the National Assembly's Committee on Administration of Law and Internal 

Security, articulating the Socio- economic impact citing supporting ongoing operations and 

requesting a confidential post-operation briefing.  

 

2. That the county executive institutes a relief and rehabilitation programs for victims of the 

cattle rustling; including psychosocial support, economic assistance and livestock restocking.  

 

3. That the Department of County Administration, working with civil society, strengthen 

community peace-building and conflict resolution mechanisms with peace dialogues, nyumba 

kumi networks, early warning systems and reconciliation forums in hotspot areas. 

 

4. That Kisumu County leadership, in consult with MPs and the senator, lobby the national 

government for enhanced security resources including police posts, modern surveillance 

equipment, a possible anti-stock theft unit and national policy interventions like livestock 

traceability systems and more strict penalties.  

 

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, this House Committee has taken notice that cattle rustling is a 

grave threat to life, property and constitutional rights under Article 29 and 43 of the Constitution 

of Kenya, 2010. While policing remains a national function, this Assembly has a duty to apply 

the voice of our people, press for accountability from the national government and deploy 

county-level interventions to address the social and economic roots of the vice. In sum, Madam 

Speaker, the committee embraced operational sensitivity as a necessary security principle but 

insists that accountability must follow once operations are concluded. The rule of law requires no 

less.  
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On behalf of the Committee of Administration of Law, Justice, Good Governance and Security, I 

beg to move that this House adopts the report on the inquiry into the escalating cases of cattle 

rustling in Kisumu County. Therefore, Madam Speaker, I call upon Member for Kobura Ward, 

Hon. Bill Oliver Odhiambo to second. Thank you. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga): Yes, Honourable Bill Oliver. 

 

Hon. Oliver (MCA, Kobura): Thank you, Madam Speaker. Madam Speaker, I rise to second and 

also give my views on the report. This House Committee has presented a very good report and 

the report comes timely because in our wards, some of us have encountered that and we are still 

encounter the cattle rustling menace.  

 

Recently in my ward, we had a similar case, and Madam Speaker, as we debate this; I want to 

give a background of the group we are really dealing with. We want to appreciate the free 

education that we have, especially the primary and onwards. Our government and our County 

have given much strength to education. What this does is that we are having a very big 

population now that is really unemployed but well-educated, which is a very risky situation for 

us as a country, Madam Speaker. Having educated people who can understand how the police 

operate, who can understand what the police and their the patterns, we are really dealing with a 

very serious group. 

 

Madam Speaker, if you look at the report, you realize that it has detailed very many areas where 

the same issue of cattle rustling happens. Madam Speaker, if you look at the pattern of how these 

groups operate, they do the rustling at night and during the day, it is just the same groups that go 

around in groups, harassing people. If they find you in a wrong area at the wrong time, they 

harass you, and this sometimes could lead to loss of lives. So, this is a serious issue that it needs 

a multi-dimensional approach. We really need the county government and the national 

government through the Cabinet Secretary Interior to come out.  

 

Madam Speaker, I am elated by the fact that last week, the Cabinet Secretary for Interior and 

Coordination of National Government, Honourable Murkomen was here in Kisumu and we 

talked to him deeply at our offices at the Huduma Centre building. We had a lot of issues before 

he joined the other members at the Jukwaa La usalama. We gave issues that are really affecting 

our wards, especially in Kobura, we informed them on how we have seen the rustling happening 

at night and how they take the cows from people's homesteads at night and they go with them 

until they get to the border of our county and to the other counties. 

 

So, Madam Speaker, I am hoping and wish that everything that we discussed with the Cabinet 

Secretary for Interior and Coordination of National Government will be addressed because if this 

is not controlled, it will not only be cattle rustling, we will be losing a lot of lives because right 
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now we are losing them. Last week, I informed this House that, somebody was attacked in my 

ward and I want to believe they were cattle rustlers and because the pattern of how these people 

operate and how the cattle rustlers operate is just the same. These are just the same people doing 

very many activities. So, Madam Speaker, as members, we need to take this report seriously so 

that we do follow up and know what really can be done for this government. I want to urge the 

police that they work with the community so that as leaders we equally work with the 

community to fish out these groups from among us in the village to enhance peace freedom in 

our own country. We are equally supposed to be free to walk any time of the night and day, 

without fear that you will be attacked, without fear that your property or even your cattle will be 

taken. So, I want to urge Honourable members to support this report and I believe from this 

point, the House Committee on Implementation can do some serious follow-up so that we get to 

know what the progress is from the police, from within us in the county government, and what 

we can do better.  

 

Madam Speaker, as I sit, I want to really add something. If you look at what I started with, we 

have very well-educated cattle rustlers, we have thieves who are very well educated. I am saying 

this because the system has favoured education. As a county government we also need to work 

with this population and see the best way on how we should empower our people. I am saying 

this because in our budgets, in the Departmental Committee on Agriculture, Livestock and 

Fisheries we have always pushed that we get more allocations. The Departmental Committee on 

Trade, Tourism, Industry and Marketing has equally agitated that we get more allocations. I am 

saying this because these are the sectors that can really employ our youths and other very many 

people from Kisumu County yet, their funding is very minimal. So, I believe in the spirit of 

security, let us ensure that in our budgets, we fight for... Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

In short, I was saying that let us empower the two departments so that our people can really get 

services from this County Government and in return we reduce the security menace that is in this 

County. Thank you, Madam Speaker and I second. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): That is fair enough. Honourable 

members, this would just be a reminder on; “Limitations on Debate on Reports. THAT Pursuant 

to the provision to the orders No. 95 (1) of the Standing Orders, this Assembly orders that, each 

speech in a debate on a report of a committee, a Sessional Paper or any report submitted to the 

Assembly be limited as follows: - A maximum of three (3) hours with not more than twenty 20 

minutes for the Mover in moving and Ten (10) minutes in replying, and a maximum of five (5) 

minutes for any other Member speaking, except the Leader of the Majority, who shall be limited 

to a maximum of Fifteen (15) minutes; and that priority be accorded to the Leader of Majority 

party in that order”. So, Hon. Members, as we debate, please have this in mind. 

 

(Hon. K’Omudho rises on his feet) 
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The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Honourable K’Omudho, why are 

you up? I have not proposed a question yet. Yeah, Honourable Members, and now that the report 

reports by the Departmental Committee on Administration of Law, Justice, and Constitutional 

Affairs, Good Governance and Security on the Inquiry into the Escalating Cases of Cattle 

Rustling in Kisumu County has been presented and seconded. Therefore, as per our Standing 

Orders, I propose a question; and I propose that this report is now open for debate.  

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member):Yes, Honourable K’Omudho, the 

floor is now open for you to debate. 

 

Hon. K’Omudho (MCA, Muhoroni/ Koru): Many, many thanks, Madam Speaker. I rise this 

afternoon to support the report, a very good one presented by this House Committee, well-

captured, well-captivating and well-explained.  

 

Madam Speaker, together with the Honourable members, I will take the shortest time possible. 

Just as stipulated that the recommendations are very clear as has been read out or as spelt out by 

this House Committee through the Chairperson and also specifically designed that the Clerk 

together with the Speaker should do to follow-up with the relevant authorities. 

 

It is my special request and also on behalf of others that; as a person coming from the affected 

areas specifically Muhoroni/ Koru Ward where I represent which the report specifically touches. 

Madam Speaker, it is a common practice in my area especially at the borders. In the 

neighbouring counties that you know, the cattle rustling has become a big menace in those areas 

and the earlier the better this matter is addressed so that the authorities that are mentioned in the 

report should move into action and possibly we get a comprehensive report as well as also from 

the Select Committee on Implementation in regard to the recommendations well captured in this 

report. I support the report, and once more, many, many thanks. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga, Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Ratib Boitone.  

 

Hon. Boitone (MCA, Nyalenda “A”): Thank you so much, Madam Speaker. This report is very 

elaborate and I want to support it with remarks that I believe I have borrowed from the report.  

 

Madam Speaker, security is a National Government function. The Constitution of Kenya 2010 

has given us two levels of government and the matter we are discussing today is theirs. 

Nevertheless, the result of cattle rustling affects the people in general and that is where we as a 

County need to come in. Because after cattle rustling, what happens? That is because you will 

realize that it is not about only stealing the animals but, they go as far as doing more damages 
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including burning houses and killing innocent and vulnerable people such as children and 

women. Therefore, it becomes our concern as County Government officials.  

Madam Speaker, in this respect, I am glad because the Chairperson has given us at list or rather a 

number of people who are suspected to be cattle rustlers who should be arraigned in court. 

People of about 25 in number. 

 

It will be also upon us to make a follow-up and see if the 25 suspected criminals are arraigned in 

court and justice given. Madam Speaker, there is one recommendation that I want to echo. 

Whereby this House Committee has suggested that after the cattle rustling has happened, 

livelihood has been spoiled or destroyed so, the County Government now comes in and 

compensates the victims. This is not a small matter, Madam Speaker. Of course, they have even 

mentioned restocking animals to these individuals. Very important. Also, on the same note, I 

believe that the aspect, if at all arson attack has been done, while restocking animals for these 

poor families, if houses have been burned, it should be the prerogative task of the County 

Government also to rebuild houses for these victims. 

 

Madam Speaker, another recommendation that I also need to echo is the intervention of the 

County Government leadership to collaborate with the National Government to ensure that 

police posts, anti-stock theft units are built within the volatile areas. This will be the best way to 

curb cattle rustling. The other day, you had the Minister for Interior and Coordination of 

National Government talking about shoot-to-kill Order on demonstrators. Why cannot he come 

out and direct anti-stock theft unit to shoot-to-kill Order on cattle rustlers? This is because, the 

damage the cattle rustlers are doing is greater than what the demonstrators have done in this 

country. 

Madam Speaker, I am in support of this and I want to call upon all members of County 

Assembly to ensure that upon, Madam Speaker, protect me from Honourable Bill. You know, 

Honourable Bill talked a lot of literature, now that I am talking sense, he is not concentrating.  

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated Member): Honourable Bill, you can only 

talk through the chair.  

 

Hon. Ratib (MCA, Nyalenda “A”): Thank you so much, Madam Speaker. What I wanted to say, 

Madam Speaker, is that in case such an occurrence happens in a ward, member of County 

Assembly from that ward should enlighten the assembly so that we make a follow-up. We do not 

wait for the Select Committee on Implementation. The Select Committee on Implementation 

goes through a lot process whereby the livelihood and the affected people will not be restored 

within the stipulated time. We want member of that County Assembly to bring up the matter and 

we put the county government on their toes so that we ensure the victims are compensated at the 
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right time so that they move on with their livelihood.  Otherwise, Madam Speaker, thank you so 

much. I support the motion. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated Member): Yes, Honourable Lumumba 

Owade, Deputy Leader of Majority.  

 

The Deputy Leader of Majority (Hon. Owade, MCA, South East Nyakach): Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. Allow me therefore to contribute on the report by the on the Inquiry into the 

Escalating Cases of Cattle Rustling in Kisumu County. 

 

First, let me congratulate this House Committee for a well-researched report, but I wish only to 

add into some gaps that were not covered. Maybe in the future they can add that as part of the 

recommendation.  

 

What my colleagues have contributed also, I concur with them. However, the issue of security is 

not a devolved function. So, if we say that then the county government compensate the failure of 

a National Government, we will be burdening ourselves for no reason. It would have been the 

other way around that the compensation aspect is undertaken by the national government whose 

agencies have failed to protect the citizens and their property, which is their co-mandate.  

 

Madam Speaker, just to create or rather put some deterrent measures on the so-called cattle 

rustling, we should deal with the end users of these cat wrestlers because the animals are stolen 

and they end up in slaughterhouses. It would be prudent enough if the county government should 

come up with a deterrent measure, which I hereby propose that the county government should 

have their staff at each and every slaughterhouse on a daily basis, taking photos of the animals 

that are slaughtered there together with their owners. 

 

And such information should be put in the website or database of the county, whereas if someone 

has lost his animal, it would be very easy and very fast to fast-track going through the data that 

are in nearly all the county's slaughterhouses.  

 

If we talk about the police stations, my friend, I am the most victim in this county. For the last 15 

years, you have lost more than 50 lives through cattle rustling. In my ward is where we have the 

largest number of police stations. One ward with three police stations and with Anti-Stock Theft 

Unit and with three patrol bases, that tells you that the police station is not the solution because 

we have them and we have failed. The more police stations, the more police you have, the more 

insecurity you face. That is my experience. And what the police are trying to say, that sometimes 

they do not want to disclose things as a result of their security. 
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Security is not rocket science. The proposals that people have given the police, when they talk 

about they want the community to help them, the community contributes, gives suggestions that 

they think, if undertaken, should deter the culprits. They totally ignore the reason being they are 

also beneficiaries of the product or the end result of cat wrestling. 

 

It is a very complex business indeed, but I congratulate you for moving in to compliment in 

terms of proposing, recommending the measures which has been lacking. Moving forward, if 

they are willing and ready to cooperate with the county government to curb this menace, I would 

say that is a good indication and direction and we should pursue the consultative meetings with 

the national government to curb this menace. Thank you and I support the report. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated MCA): Yes Honourable Omuya. 

 

Hon. Omuya (MCA, North Seme):  Thank you Madam Chair, going by the mood of the 

members, I think it is well if the mover replies. Thank you. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated Member): Yes Honourable Ochele. 

 

Hon. Ochele (MCA, East Kano/Wawidhi): Thank you so much Madam Speaker. Allow me to 

take this opportunity to thank all the Honourable members who have taken keen interest and time 

to debate on the motion as laid this afternoon. 

 

Madam Speaker, it is true that security is not devolved. However, Madam Speaker, as a House of 

Representatives of the people, we have to carry the burden of the cries of our people. We cannot 

just sleep on our laurels as members of the public are suffering. 

 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, I commend the Honourable member for Awasi- Onjiko who brought 

the cases to this assembly through a way of seeking statement, Honourable Maurice Otieno 

Ngeta. And Madam Speaker, some of us who stay at the border, be it Muhoroni-Koru Ward, 

Chemelil - Tamu Ward, Ombeyi - Miwani Ward, East Kano Wawidhi, South East, most of our 

borders with the Nandi and the Kericho counties, Madam Speaker. We continue to face serious 

challenges from cattle rustling. As Honourable Ratib rightly observed, cattle rustling is not the 

same as ordinary cattle theft. Madam Speaker, when rustlers strike, they come armed and ready 

to kill. They attack, destroy, and even terrorize households that dare speak against them. This 

menace has devastated communities, and nowhere is it more evident than in Nyakach, where 

numerous lives have been lost in recent years. 
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This is why, Madam Speaker, cattle rustling must not be treated lightly—it is like a disease 

eating away at our society. We must all pray and act to bring it to an end, so that both our people 

and those living along our borders may coexist in peace. 

 

Madam Speaker, it is painful to admit that while we often speak of “outsiders,” the real enablers 

of cattle rustling are sometimes our very own—our sons, our fathers—who act as the link 

between neighbouring rustlers and targeted homes. That is why, we must first strengthen 

community sensitization and engagement amongst ourselves before pursuing wider peace efforts 

with our neighbours. 

 

It is also true, Madam Speaker, as the Deputy Leader of Majority mentioned, that the presence of 

a police station or an Anti-Stock Theft Unit does not always guarantee a solution. Yet, their 

absence makes the situation far worse. At the very least, having these units close by provides 

accountability and rapid response when incidents occur. At present, response time is our greatest 

challenge. For example, we only have one Anti-Stock Theft Unit in Southeast Nyakach. If 

rustlers invade Chemelil-Tamu, Kopere, or Fortenan, it can take up to two hours for officers to 

arrive from Sondu. By then, the rustlers will have long escaped with the cattle. 

 

For this reason, Madam Speaker, it is the prayer of this House that additional Anti-Stock Theft 

Units be established along our borders to improve response time and provide greater security to 

our people. 

 

Furthermore, Madam Speaker, we must confront the root causes. Many of those involved in 

rustling are our young people. They are driven not only by greed but also by the struggle to 

survive. Without meaningful opportunities, they fall into these destructive practices. This is why 

empowering our youth is critical. If the County Government invests in Modernizing 

agriculture—Mechanization, Agribusiness, and other productive ventures—we can engage our 

young men, reduce idleness, and provide them with sustainable livelihoods. 

 

Madam Speaker, I also wish to commend the County Government for its swift response during 

the recent hailstorm disaster in South East Kisumu and East Seme, where homes and property 

were destroyed. That quick intervention restored hope to many families. Madam Speaker, the 

same urgency should be applied to victims of cattle rustling. If evidence shows that livestock has 

been lost, then the emergency department should step in—not only to restock and compensate 

affected families but also to rebuild homes when they are torched. Unfortunately, in many past 

cases, little has been done beyond peace talks, leaving victims without real support. 

 

Finally, Madam Speaker, I urge stronger intergovernmental collaboration between the County 

Government of Kisumu and the National Government. Through proper coordination and joint 

planning, more concrete action can be taken. His Excellency the Governor, being a member of 
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the County Security Team, can use his position to amplify the proposals of this Assembly so that 

they are implemented at the highest level. With those remarks, Madam Speaker, I beg to reply.  

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated Member): Honourable members, the report 

of the Departmental Committee on Administration of Law, Justice, Constitutional Affairs, Good 

Governance, and Security on the Inquiry into the Escalating Cases of Cattle Rustling in Kisumu 

County has now been presented, duly seconded, and debated. It is therefore time for me to put 

the Question. 

 

(Question put and agreed to) 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated Member): Honourable members, the report 

by the Departmental Committee on Administration of Law, Justice, and Constitutional Affairs, 

Good Governance, and Security on the Inquiry into the Escalating Cases of Cattle Rustling in 

Kisumu County have been adopted today, the 23
rd

 of September, 2025, at 15:36 hours.  

 

Consequently, I direct that this report, together with the Hansard report, be submitted to the 

relevant department for purposes of implementation. 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated Member): Next Order!! 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Oginga Nominated Member): Honourable members, please be 

upstanding. There being no any other business to transact, this House adjourns until Wednesday, 

24
th

 September, 2025, at 9.00 a.m. 

 

(House rose at 03.37 p.m.) 
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Addendum 
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Fanuel Okode – Chief Hansard Reporter 
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