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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU 

 

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF KISUMU 

THE HANSARD 

Official Report  

THIRD ASSEMBLY – FOURTH SESSION  

Wednesday, 24
th

 September, 2025 

House met in the Main Chamber at 9:00 a.m. 

(The Speaker (Hon. Elisha Jack Oraro) in the Chair) 

PRAYERS 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Sergeant-at-Arms kindly ring the quorum for the first five minutes. 

(Quorum bell rung for the first minutes) 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes, Deputy Whip, could you confirm if we have quorum. 

The Deputy Majority Whip (Hon. Obonyo, MCA, South West Kisumu): Thank you Mr. 

Speaker, there is quorum. 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Thank you Whip. Clerk, can you take us through the order of the 

day. 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!!  

PAPERS LAID 

OPERATIONS OF KISUMU COUNTY TRADE FUND 

BY 

HON. ALICE WAJEWA, NOMINATED MEMBER 
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[CHAIRPERSON, TRADE, TOURISM, INDUSTRY, AND MARKETING COMMITTEE] 

 

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF KISUMU 

COUNTY ALCOHOLIC DRINK FUND FOR THE YEAR 2030, JUNE 2021, 2022, 2023, 

AND 2024 

BY 

HON. KENNEDY OUKO, MCA, WEST KISUMU 

[CHAIRPERSON, PUBLIC INVESTMENTS AND ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE] 

 

THE MANDATORY RETIREMENT AGE 

BY 

HON. ZACHARY OKOYO, MCA, CENTRAL KISUMU 

[CHAIRPERSON, LABOR AND SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICES COMMITTEE] 

 

BENCHMARKING EXERCISE WITH MIGORI COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

BY 

HON. VITALIS K‟OMUDHO, MCA, CHEMELIL/KORU 

[CHAIRPERSON, WARD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE] 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Alice Wajewa. 

Hon. Wajewa (Nominated Member): Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Pursuant to the provision of 

Orders No.  182 (b) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. I wish to table today, 

Wednesday, 24th, September 2025, report by the Departmental Committee on Trade, Tourism, 

Industry, and Marketing on the operations of Kisumu County Trade Fund. Thank you.  

(Hon. Wajewa lays the report before the House for consideration)  

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable member, Departmental Committee on Trade, Tourism, 

Industry, and Marketing has properly laid before the House the report on a matter raised by 

Honorable James Ware regarding the Operations of Kisumu County Trade Fund. I direct that, the 

House Business Committee consider scheduling this report for debate.  
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes, Honourable Kennedy Ouko. 

Hon. Ouko (MCA, West Kisumu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, Pursuant to the 

provision of Orders No.  182 (b) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. I wish to 

table today, Wednesday, 24th, September 2025, report of the Select Committee on Public 

Investments and Accounts on the Examination of the report of the Auditor General on the 

Financial Statement of Kisumu County Alcoholic Drink Fund financial year 2020-2021, 2021-

2022, 2022-2023, and 2023-2024. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

(Hon. Ouko lays the report before the House for consideration)  

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable members, the Select Committee on Public Accounts and 

Investment has properly laid before the House the committee report on the Examination of the 

Auditor General's report on the Financial Statement of Kisumu County Alcoholic Drink Fund for 

the year 2030, June 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024. Again, I direct that, the House Business 

Committee consider scheduling this report for debate.  

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes, Honourable Zachary Okoyo. 

Hon. Okoyo (MCA, Central Kisumu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Pursuant to the provision of 

Orders No. 182 (b) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. I wish to table today, 

Wednesday, 24th, September 2025, report by the Departmental Committee on Labour and Social 

Welfare Services on the Matter of Compliance with the Regulations No. 71 of the Public Service 

Commission Regulation 2020 on the Mandatory Retirement Age. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

(Hon. Okoyo lays the report before the House for consideration) 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable members, the Departmental Committee on Labour and 

Social Welfare Services has properly laid before the House a report on the Matter of Compliance 

with the Regulations No. 71 of the Public Service Commission Regulation 2020 on the 

mandatory retirement age. 

I further direct that, the House Business Committee consider scheduling this report for debate.  

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Vitalis K‟Omudho. 

Hon. K’Omudho (MCA, Muhoroni/Koru): Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Honourable Speaker, 

together with the fellow colleagues.  Pursuant to the provisions of Orders No.  182 (C) of the 

Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. I wish to table today, Wednesday, 24th, September 

2025, a report by the Select Committee on Ward Development on the Benchmarking Exercise 

with Migori County Assembly. Thank you. 

(Hon. K’Omudho lays the report before the House for consideration) 
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable members, the Select Committee on Ward Development 

Committee has properly laid before the House their report on their Benchmarking Exercise with 

the Migori County Assembly. And as per our Standing Orders, if there is matter that requires 

resolution of the House, we normally schedule this report for debate. 

For this, I want to direct that Members can access the report.  We will look at the 

recommendations; I mean the report of the Select Committee on Ward Development.  And 

alongside the other reports that have been laid before the House, that I have directed that the 

House Business Committee consider for scheduling for debate and ensure they are circulated on 

time to the members in preparation for debate.  

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!! 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

OPERATIONS OF KISUMU COUNTY TRADE FUND 

BY 

HON. ALICE WAJEWA, NOMINATED MEMBER 

[CHAIRPERSON, TRADE, TOURISM, INDUSTRY, AND MARKETING COMMITTEE] 

 

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF KISUMU 

COUNTY ALCOHOLIC DRINK FUND FOR THE YEAR 2030, JUNE 2021, 2022, 2023, 

AND 2024 

BY 

HON. KENNEDY OUKO, MCA, WEST KISUMU 

[CHAIRPERSON, PUBLIC INVESTMENTS AND ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE] 

 

THE MANDATORY RETIREMENT AGE 

BY 

HON. ZACHARY OKOYO, MCA, CENTRAL KISUMU 

[CHAIRPERSON, LABOR AND SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICES COMMITTEE] 
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BENCHMARKING EXERCISE WITH MIGORI COUNTY ASSEMBLY 

BY 

HON. VITALIS K‟OMUDHO, MCA, CHEMELIL/KORU 

[CHAIRPERSON, WARD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE] 

CHAIRPERSON, LABOR AND SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Alice Wajewa. 

Hon. Wajewa (Nominated Member): Thank you Mr. Speaker.  Pursuant to the provision of 

Orders No 45 (1) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. THAT, this House adopts 

the report of the Departmental Committee on Trade, Tourism, Industry and Marketing on the 

Operations of Kisumu County Trade Fund.  Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Kennedy Ouko. 

Hon. Ouko (MCA, West Kisumu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, Pursuant to the 

provision of orders No. 45 (1) of the Kisumu County Assembly Standing Orders. THAT, this 

House adopts the report of Select Committee on Public Investments and Public Accounts on the 

Examination of the report of the Auditor General on the Financial Statement of Kisumu County 

Alcoholic Drink Fund financial years 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2022-2023, and 2023-2024. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Okoyo.  

 Hon. Zacharia Okoyo (MCA Central Kisumu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, I would 

like to give Notice of Motion on the report of the Departmental Committee on Labor and Social 

Welfare Services. THAT, pursuant to the provision of Orders No 45 (1) of the Kisumu County 

Assembly Standing Orders.  THAT, this House adopts the report of the Departmental Committee 

on Labour and Social Welfare Services on the Matter of Compliance with the Regulation No. 71 

of the Public Service Commission Regulations 2020 on the Mandatory Retirement Age. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker.  

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Next order!! 

 

MOTION 

 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE SPORTS, CULTURE, GENDER AND YOUTH AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

ON THE FESTAC EXPENDITURE 

 

 BY  
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HON. NANCY MATARA, NOMINATED MEMBER 

 

The Speaker (Hon Oraro): Yes, Honourable Matara 

 

Hon Matara (Nominated Member): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is time to present the report by 

the Departmental Committee on Sports, Culture, Gender and Youth Affairs on FESTAC 

Expenditures.  

 

Mr. Speaker and Hon Members, these reports represent a comprehensive analysis of the 

expenditures in cardinal relation to the Festival Arts and Culture (FESTAC). The objective is to 

assess financial accountability, evaluate budget performance and ensure alignment with the 

festival's goals of cultural promotions, tourism development and national representation. The 

review covers both direct and indirect costs associated with the planning, organization, logistics, 

performance, infrastructure, publicity and post-event evaluation. It includes the expenditures 

sourced from government allocation, sponsorships and other funding streams. 

 

Hon. Sammy Onyango, the MCA of Railways Ward, sought a Statement from the Committee on 

Sports, Culture, Gender and Youth Affairs concerning the matters of expenditures incurred for 

the FESTAC held in Kisumu County in 2025, August to 1, September 2024. In the statement, the 

Honourable Member outlined the following issues to be addressed by the Committee:  

 

1. Contracts assigned between the County Government, local artists and security services 

providers. 

 

2. The official attendance list of participants at the event. 

 

3. Payment made for accommodation, meals and transport for delegates. 

 

4. Contracts signed with local suppliers and service providers. 

 

5. The benefits realized by the county from the events. 

 

6. The total cost from delegates' registration.  

 

COMMITTEE OBSERVATIONS AND FINDINGS  

 

Mr. Speaker and Hon. Members, after Committee deliberation and agreement with the 

Department of Sports, Culture, Gender and Youth Affairs, the Committee came up with the 

following observations: 
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1. Partnership Agreement. On 13 May 2024, Kisumu County Government entered into a formal 

agreement with the organizers of the FESTAC African Festivals. The agreement was signed on 

behalf of the County by Hon. Beatrice A. Odongo, the County Executive Committee Member for 

Sports, Culture, Gender and Youth Affairs. As per the term of agreement, the county government 

committed to providing the following:  

 

i. Facilities and Venues: The County was responsible for providing necessary venues and 

facilities to host festivals. This includes sports facilities and the main festival stage at Moi 

complex Centre, and not Jaramogi as indicated in this report.  

ii. Security and Protocol Services: The County was to provide adequate security personnel 

and protocol services to ensure the safety and comfort of all invited guests and the 

festival's participants. Security measures outlined in the agreement included the police 

presence and the safeguarding of the exhibition areas. 

 

2. Legal Oversight: It is noted that the office of the County Attorney was not involved in the 

negotiation or signing of the agreement. This is a procedural oversight that should be addressed 

in future engagements to ensure all legal implications are adequately reviewed and mitigated. 

 

3. Expenditure Overview: The Kisumu County Government allocated and spent a total of Kshs. 

15,854,600 in the support of the festival. The expenditure was categorized as follows: 

 

i. Venue Setup and Logistics at Kshs. 14,854,600  

ii. Performing Artists, Kshs. 500,000  

iii. Security Services, Kshs. 500,000 

 

4. Lack of formal agreement on key services. It was observed that the department did not provide 

formal services, agreement or contract for the security personnel and performing artists who 

were engaged and paid using County funds. This lack of documentation raises concerns around 

accountability and compliance with the Public Procurement and Financial Management 

Regulations.  

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

Mr. Speaker and Hon Members, the Committee recommends the following:  

 

1. That every Memorandum of Understanding be vetted and formally signed off by the 

Office of the County Attorney prior to the final approval to ensure legal compliance and 

enforceability. 



County Assembly of Kisumu      Hansard Database          Wednesday 24
th

September, 2025 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclaimers: The electronic version of the Official Hansard Report is for information purposes only. A 

Certified Version of this report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor  Page 8 

 

2. That the departments must ensure formal service contracts are in place for all 

engagements funded by the County, particular security personnel and performing artists 

detailed scope. 

3. Deliverables, payment terms and their accountability measures. The department should 

restrict payment to personnel and suppliers to cases where full contract documentation 

has been submitted and vetted. 

4. That the department must introduce standard Risk Assessment for all agreements/ 

contracts to identify potential legal exposure. Financial loss and compliance failures in 

advance include contractual provisions of disputes resolution, liability clauses and 

performance guarantees. 

5. That it is imperative that any future event adheres to the established legal procurement 

process when acquiring the necessary facilities and services. These ensure transparency, 

accountability and compliance with the relevant regulations and policies.  

6. That upon the adoption of this report, the Department of Sports, Culture, Gender and 

Youth Affairs shall furnish this Assembly within 30 days with a comprehensive list, full 

details of the security personnel and the artists who were contracted and paid during the 

FESTAC event held in Kisumu, including the amount paid, payment dates and supporting 

documents.  

 

CONCLUSION  

 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, and the Honourable Members, this House Committee's inquiry into FESTAC, 

which is African Festival Partnership, has revealed a mixture of commitment and procedural 

oversight within the County Government of Kisumu. On the positive side, the County 

demonstrated institutional partnership by entering into a formal agreement signed by the County 

Executive Committee Member on 13 May, 2024 and made clear financial, logistical and 

administrative commitments to ensure successful execution of the event.  

However, critical weaknesses were identified in the legal procurement process that raises 

concern about compliance with statutory obligations, accountability and risk management. The 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was neither reviewed nor approved by the Office of the 

County Attorney in contravention of the County Government Act and Office of the County 

Attorney Act. This is an oversight that could expose the county to unenforceable terms and legal 

disputes.  

Payment to security personnel and performing artists were disbursed without formal services 

contract, breached the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Act requirements for documented 

agreements and structural procurements. 

 

The absence of the formal agreements and contingencies mechanism indicates inadequate system 

for ensuring transparency, accountability and protection of public funds.  
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In light of these findings, the community has advanced a set, a targeted recommendation aimed 

to fortifying legal compliance, financial safeguard and procedural transparency. These 

recommendations encompass legal vetting, contract documentation, risk assessment, 

procurement adherence and disclosure of contract details to this assembly. I now call upon 

Honorable Benson Adega to second this motion. 

 

(Hon. Adega bowed in secondment of the report) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable members, now that the motion adoption of report of the 

Departmental Committee on Sports, Culture, Gender and Youth Affairs on the FESTAC 

Expenditure has been properly moved and seconded, I now want to propose a question and I 

propose that the report is open for debate.  

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Tom Nyaoke of North Nyakach. 

 

Hon. Nyaoke (MCA, North Nyakach): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I will view this report on two different dimensions.  

 

Mr. Speaker, this FESTAC festival happened when we were actually here. I believe that the 

reason why Honorable Samuel Onyango of Railways Ward sought this statement was because of 

what we physically saw was happening with that FESTAC festival. Mr. Speaker, if you look at 

this particular report, the information, if you look at the first the PREAMBLE, it talks about how 

money was spent in a good way and that was meant, it was commensurate to what was being 

presented at that particular time, but if you come back to the recommendations and the 

conclusions of this House Committee, if you go through them one by one and you see that there 

was a very serious problem with the management of that festival.  

 

Mr. Speaker, I really doubt if this report has any intention of bringing to the light why Honorable 

Samuel Onyango had sought this statement. Mr. Speaker, we can even remember vividly that 

during that particular festival, I believe that it happened for the first day, second day, as you are 

informed, even the second day, the owners of the tents were already moving out their tents. By 

the second day, if I am not wrong, there was nobody there. Mr. Speaker, there was a lot of 

throwing of hands left, right, and centre of the people who were invited to present. They could 

not present because they could not be given time to present, and therefore they were not paid 

anything that time. 

 

We had a lot of issues, and that is why I believe Honorable Samuel Onyango sought a statement 

to have this thing cleared. Mr. Speaker, even having given this House Committee a lot of time to 

go and find out and bring to us in this House proper information on what transpired, Mr. 
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Speaker, they have come up with a negotiated report. This report shows that the County 

Executive is saying how the money was used well, but in their conclusions, their own 

conclusions and recommendations, if you look at what they are recommending and concluding, it 

demonstrates that some failures must have been realized during this festival. Mr. Speaker, it is so 

sad that I cannot accept this report the way it is, and therefore I stand to reject this report and let 

this House Committee do a proper report.  

 

Mr. Speaker, the money that was spent here is not small money, Mr. Speaker. It is only important 

that we are informed exactly what transpired, and then we see how to close that matter. I wonder 

if this House Committee needs more time. They are talking about giving more time to the 

County Executive to go and explain one, two, three, why all this time, if we are still requesting 

for more time to be granted to the County Executive to explain themselves as far as, insofar as 

this festival was concerned. Mr. Speaker, I beg to object this report and let them bring a proper 

report. Thank you. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Kennedy Ouko. 

 

Hon. Ouko (MCA, West Kisumu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I stand here to 

comment on the report. Mr. Speaker, you can remember before FESTAC festivals, we had the 

Afri-cities. Mr. Speaker, there is a precedence being set in our county, especially on the part of 

the County Executive, where somebody wakes up one day and just start to do their own things, 

disregarding the rules of law. Mr. Speaker, when you look at, before we get to FESTAC, because 

we have to compare the report on Afri-cities was brought to the House. Mr. Speaker, it had a lot 

of loopholes. The same problem now appears in the FESTAC festivals. In a Contract Agreement, 

we have a lot of matters pertaining to Law, and that is the reason why we have the County 

Attorney with us to guide on several matters concerning an agreement, and especially the 

contract. Mr. Speaker, it is quite unfortunate that the contract was signed by the County 

Executive Committee Member for Sports without the inputs of the County Attorney. We can 

attribute that to the main cause of the failure of this event.  

 

Mr. Speaker, in a Contract Agreement, we must have a clause on Dispute Resolutions, the 

measures which have to be taken. However, in the absence of somebody qualified to do that, you 

expect the kind of contracts which must be abused. We have the Terms and Conditions. We have 

the Legalities. Do the parties have the capacity to offer such kind of services? Mr. Speaker, we 

must also be ready to see what we gain as a county out of such kind of festivals. It has to be 

explained very clearly.  

Mr. Speaker, it is quite unfortunate that when this House Committee went to look for the 

expenditure, the supportive documents pertaining to the expenditure of Kshs 15 million in 

savings, they were not supported and they were not produced. Mr. Speaker, in such a situation, 
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whoever drafted, whoever assumed the responsibility of the County Attorney should have 

indicated very clearly and should be indicted very clearly that they went against the rules and the 

Law is very clear. Let us have people taking responsibility for their failures. The moment we go 

around with reports without putting responsibility to individuals, it means we will still fail in 

very many matters especially of importance to the people. Any expenditure which belongs to the 

public must be accounted for.  

Mr. Speaker, you can remember we have had a lot of problems in County Audit Unit. A unit 

which should be having Twenty (20) employees but has only Seven (7). Four of them do not 

have the requisite qualifications to offer such kind of services which they are paid for. What do 

you really expect? When we have no internal controls, you expect somebody just to make 

arbitrary decisions which will in turn go against the Kenyan Constitution 2010. We are only 

lucky that probably some were not economically stable to take us to courts. We would be in 

courts now to pay for some things which we should have been avoided. What kind of 

administration are we having? It is our duty as Members of the County Assembly to oversight 

the authority concerned. Also, remember that, there was a time when we were with the County 

Executive sometimes back and the Chief Executive of the County informed us clearly that 

„Members of the County Assembly, perform your roles. For me, I am leaving for home‟. Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker and I support.  

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Emily Oginga. 

 

Hon. Oginga (Nominated Member): Thank you, Mr. Speaker for giving me the opportunity to 

also contribute in this discussion. I would like to support this motion with very good 

recommendations proposed. However, my only concern is the time taken to bring this report to 

the House. If you look at when the Statement was raised, that is almost one year down the line 

and I do not think there is any time I have ever had of any commitment being made for a report 

to be brought back to the House after more than Ten (10) months. 

 

Mr. Speaker, it is my opinion that, we are working backwards because if we talk about FESTAC 

at this point, remember before we had Afri-cities Conference, there are issues that still needs to 

be solved and last year in December, we also had something called MZUQA. I do not know who 

will ever handle this one because if we are now talking about FESTAC today in 2025, what 

about MZUQA? Will it be handled by the next Assembly if we work with this kind of pace?  

 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to encourage this House Committee to pull up their socks and bring 

back reports on time because we cannot take more than Ten (10) months in bringing a report to 

the House. This is so embarrassing. It means someone is not doing their work somewhere. 

Maybe the Chairperson needs to talk about that.  
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Then, from these recommendations, I believe that if the department is presented with these 

recommendations, going forward, I do not believe that we will ever have any other kind of MOU 

that actually puts the citizens of Kisumu in an awkward situation where they cannot account for 

funds that were used for these festivals. That is because, I know this festival is also good for the 

County because they market the County worldwide. However, just like it was recommended that 

the MOUs must be vetted and formally signed off by the office of the County Attorney, well, this 

needs to be done well so that everyone is catered for and everyone goes home happy. Otherwise, 

Mr. Speaker, I support this report.  

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes, Deputy Leader of Majority.  

 

The Deputy Leader of Majority (Hon. Owade, MCA, South East Nyakach): Mr. Speaker, as 

much as I rise to support the report, I want to add on to what Honourable Emily has said; that if 

these reports are going to be brought late, then we will have failed on our responsibility. But 

again, Mr. Speaker, much as our members and Co-Chairpersons are trying to bring reports in this 

House, as oversighting body, we are oversighting the County Executive. The purpose of 

oversighting the County Executive is to safeguard and protect the misuse of public funds and 

bringing it to a stop. I cannot remember whether in this House there has been any report in 

regard to recommendations made saying we have acted on the recommendation that was passed 

in this House. We are almost ending our term and no such report has been made. It seems that 

the County Executive has known our weaknesses and the reports are read and then swept under 

the carpet. It is our duty now to discharge our oversight role properly rather than just coming to 

this House, reading the reports and we go back home. The Chairperson, Select Committee on 

Implementation was changed. He has just brought one report.  

 

Again, there are some reports including recommendations of others to be taken to Ethics and 

Anti-Corruption Commission. We have not even been told as to whether that report to Ethics and 

Anti-Corruption Commission was forwarded to this authority and what is the procedure or 

whether it is still lying with the clerk here. If we do not do a follow-up on these House 

Resolutions, then we are doing nothing in this House. We will be reading these reports, then we 

go home. But at the end of the day, you will be accountable to the people who elected you and 

their judgment and the ruling is harsher than what you are ruling in this House which will be to 

permanently go home. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Yes, Deputy Speaker. 

 

Hon. Okombo (MCA, Manyatta “B”): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Allow me also to air my voice 

on this very report. I want to join HonourableNyaoke in rejecting this it. That is because, a 

Statement sought over one year ago is still coming up with a recommendation that the House 
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adopts and gives this House Committee another one month to furnish the House with detailed list 

of participants yet those are one of the prayers that the Statement seeker sought.  

 

Mr. Speaker, the report is inconclusive and I do not see anything worth adopting by this House. 

If this House Committee is giving us round figures of attendees when the Statement seeker 

sought for a comprehensive list; they are informing this House that participants from Africa were 

34, Europe we had 11 and from South Africa there was one. So, do you think having a list of the 

name of one person from South Africa could not be given by the department? Who were these 34 

guests Africa? From which countries? From Australia was one and we do not even know his/her 

name. Mr. Speaker, the House appropriated Kshs 15 Million towards the event and they are 

informing this House that, the department was only responsible for the provision of the event 

venue and sports facilities. 

 

Mr. Speaker, which were these sporting facilities? Which sporting activities were conducted 

during FESTAC and who were the participants? The venue is sports ground, which is a county 

property. Did we spend any moneys on the venue and if the department only spent on the stage? 

Does it cost a whole Kenya Shilling 14 million to provide a stage? Can they provide the payment 

vouchers? Mr. Speaker, this report is very inconclusive and by adopting this report, Mr. Speaker, 

then I do not think as a House we really understand what we are doing in regards to oversight. 

Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of mischiefs hidden between some statements here. And I expected 

recommendations that required further investigations by more professional investigators. But this 

habit of going forward, that every memorandum be vetted formally, why didn't they do the right 

things at the right moment? Why do we always have to excuse the departments for doing wrong 

things and then come with a ward going forward? What about going backwards? What has 

happened? Is it because they did not know what they were meant to do before? And Mr. Speaker, 

this is our third year and 2025/2026 is our last year of implementation. 2026/2027, Mr. Speaker, 

will be an election period. And most members sitting here, Mr. Speaker, maybe will be out there 

campaigning to come back to this House or go to other places. 

  

So, I believe this financial year, Mr. Speaker, will either make or further destroy the oversight 

responsibility and legacy of this Assembly. So, Mr. Speaker, I want to request this House to ask 

the Chairperson, Honourable Nancy Matara, to go back with this report, do a comprehensive 

work and submit a proper report to the House. But this one, Mr. Speaker, undermines our 

oversight role as an Assembly. Thank you.  

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Dede. 
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Hon. Dede (MCA, Kisumu North):  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity. Let me now 

also raise my sentiments concerning the report which has just been read by the Chairperson, 

Departmental Committee on Sports, Culture and Gender. 

  

Mr. Speaker, the report which has just been read has a lot of gaps that should not be passed in 

this House. To begin with, the issue of allocation which was appropriated for the function, for 

the occasion, we see that it's about Kenya Shilling 15.8 million. And according to the way the 

amount was allocated, it is found that about Kenya Shilling 14.8 million was for the stage, which 

was catered by the home events for the stage. 

  

Mr. Speaker, Kenya Shilling 500,000 which was set for the performing artists, and we are being 

informed that, there were 15 groups which performed. Which 15 groups were these? A block 

figure of 15 groups, they would have been in a position to mention the groups which performed 

during the FESTAC event.  

 

Mr. Speaker, concerning the security, we find that Kenya Shilling 500,000 was spent on security 

issue. Mr. Speaker, we find that in order to engage a security firm, there should have been a 

proper contract engagement, and whereby we find that there was no proper engagement of any 

contract with the security team, and we are being informed that, Kenya shilling 500,000 was 

spent during this event, Mr. Speaker and that implies that we would have been in a position of 

knowing the criteria of which they got the security team which performed, because they would 

have been in a position of giving one security team, they would have requested a number of 

security teams, and indicated to us the way they arrived to the security firm which got the 

contract of Kenya Shillings 500,000, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Mr. Speaker, going with the information we are receiving from the report, we find that they were 

to sign, the MOU was signed by the County Executive Committee Member for Sports. Mr. 

Speaker, procedurally, who was to sign the MOU? It should have been done at the office of the 

County Attorney to at least set us free and not the legal issues which pertained during the 

occasion which took place. With that, Mr. Speaker, it is welcoming to have a recommendation 

that the issue be taken for interrogation by the office of the County Attorney. Why to take it for 

more interrogation, yet they have already misused the funds in the department? So, Mr. Speaker, 

with the few remarks I have, I see it wise for this House Committee to go back and do more on 

the report. Otherwise, if we pass such a report in this House, we are now not executing our 

oversight roles to the best our knowledge. Otherwise, I submit. Thank you, Mr. Speaker and I 

reject.  

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Adega. 
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Hon. Adega (MCA, Kajulu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me this opportunity to 

contribute in the matter before the House. Mr. Speaker, I beg the members to be realistic, 

because in this House Committee, when we wrote a letter to the department to give us the details, 

you see, we have already known that we took almost a year to bring this report to the House. 

  

The reason is the County Executive, whatever they gave us, is what we brought to this House, 

Mr. Speaker. When we wrote a letter, we requested that we be furnished with the names of the 

visitors or guests who attended the event. We were given numbers without the names. 

  

Secondly, you see our recommendation here, even the MOU was neither reviewed nor approved 

by the County Attorney. We brought that to the House.  

 

Mr. Speaker, you see even the disbursement of the vouchers were done without a formal service 

contract which was done and that is the report we brought before this House. And I beg the 

members to approve this report as it is, because we can't go back to the County Executive and 

take the reports without them bringing it after writing a letter to them, Mr. Speaker. I support this 

report, and I beg Members to support this report. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Hon. Nyaoke (MCA, North Nyakach): Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether I would be out of 

order. Mr. Speaker, but this is very necessary point of information. 

  

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): But Honorable Nyaoke you had already contributed. Are you on a 

point of Information? 

 

Hon. Nyaoke (MCA, North Nyakach): Mr. Speaker, I want to inform the House. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Please proceed. 

  

Hon. Nyaoke (MCA, North Nyakach): Thank you Mr. Speaker.. Mr. Speaker, Honourable 

Adega has just confirmed that even the reports, the information that they have put into these 

reports is not substantive. They have just brought to this House things which the County 

Executive were unable to produce as per their questions that they submitted. 

  

Mr. Speaker, and the member goes ahead to plead with the House to approve something even the 

member cannot understands himself. Mr. Speaker, it is only important that Members read the 

contents of this report one by one so that we make an informed decision. Let us not fight for the 

approval of it. There is nothing wrong with rejecting.  
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The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honorable Nyaoke, You want to steal your time back into the 

debate. I will not allow you to do that. If you have given your information, it is already 

conveyed. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable K‟Omudho. 

  

Hon. K’Omudho (MCA, Muhoroni Koru): Many, many thanks, Honourable Speaker. Again to 

my fellow colleagues in the House in the morning session. I rise here to support the report which 

has been presented by this House Committee on Sports in relation to the fiasco. I call it fiasco 

event that took place. I would be very brief in my summary. 

 

Honourable Speaker, a lot of lapses have been mentioned in the report. A number of lapses, and I 

don't want to repeat myself. If anybody was following up the report, the reading of the report 

would have listened to a number of things, including the legal implications and many, many 

things. Honourable Speaker, it is coming out very clearly that as much as we can continue 

blaming this House Committee, they have not brought a report which should have done this and 

that. How far can a House Committee go? This House Committee can only do what they are bid, 

the rest is to be leave to the Select Committee on Implementation. Like my colleague, the Deputy 

Leader of Majority just commented, Honourable Owade. Honourable Speaker, many 

recommendations have been made in this House. But the question is—where do we end up with 

them? What is the role of the Select Committee on Implementation, and can they come back to 

this House and inform us what concrete actions have been taken? 

Mr. Speaker, we have just received a very disturbing report. I call it disturbing because it 

exposes numerous gaps and loopholes surrounding an event that, in my view, was created simply 

to siphon public funds and enrich a few individuals. In fact, as one of my colleagues pointed out, 

by the second day of that event, the exhibitors were already folding up their items and leaving 

the venue. 

 

This tells us that, technically, there was no real event, yet Kshs. 15 million was spent. While the 

report may not satisfy everyone, at least it highlights the gaps. The key question is: what can we 

do with these gaps, and how will the Implementation Committee act on them? 

 

With that said, Honourable Speaker, I support the report so that the few recommendations it 

contains can be implemented. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Omuya. 
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Hon. Omuya (MCA, North Seme): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to make a few observations. 

Looking at this particular department, it is the same one that organized what they called the 

Governor‟s Tournament, which turned out to be an embarrassment. 

 

They then followed it up with this other event, FESTAC, which equally raises concern. It seems 

they have developed a habit, and I believe this is the right moment for us to say, “enough is 

enough.” For that reason, Mr. Speaker, I do not support the report. Thank you. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Wajewa. 

 

Hon. Wajewa (Nominated MCA): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to firmly reject this report. 

After carefully going through both the report and its recommendations, it is evident that the 

department in question was not serious in its work. There are too many gaps, too many 

omissions, and critical information that has been withheld from this House Committee. 

 

It is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, that government resources are being lost in such a blatant manner. 

From what we see, this department is simply taking us for a ride. For that reason, I propose that 

this report be rejected and returned, so that the department can be compelled to provide the 

correct and complete information. We cannot allow ourselves to be misled or to accept 

inaccurate reports. Regarding this festival or event, the gaps are numerous and glaring. We must 

know exactly what happened to the money that was allocated. 

 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I reject this report and demand that the department present a clear, 

transparent, and accountable report at the earliest opportunity. Thank you. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Obonyo. 

 

The Deputy Majority Whip (Hon. Obonyo, MCA, South West Kisumu): Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, I wish to call the mover to reply. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable Matara. 

 

Hon. Matara (Nominated Member): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish once again to thank 

Honourable Members who have contributed to this matter. 

 

Mr. Speaker, we had initially allowed the department one month to furnish us with the correct 

documents. However, we can reduce this period to one week for the CECM in charge to provide 

the required information. Should this not be done, I propose that the matter be referred to the 

Select Committee on Public Investments and Public Accounts for further investigation, and if 
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necessary, even to the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission (EACC), which I am confident 

my able Chairperson of Public Investments and Public Accounts can competently handle. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I must also note—though on a lighter note—that Honourable Okombo rarely 

supports any of the reports I bring to this House. I do not know the reason, but perhaps it is best 

known to her as a senior Member of this Assembly. 

 

On the issue of guests who attended the said event, that was merely for the information of 

Members. The core matter under scrutiny remains the funds allocated to the event, which we 

have already clarified. 

 

As to why this report delayed, Mr. Speaker, the department was indeed summoned. However, on 

the first occasion they were away attending KIKOSCA, and on another attempt they claimed to 

be engaged. Unfortunately, these delays were unavoidable, and we granted them some leeway. 

That said, this must be the last time we allow such excuses. We require the department to furnish 

us with the correct documents without fail. If they fail again, then as I have stated, the matter will 

be escalated to Public Investments and Public Accounts, EACC, or even the Select Committee 

on Implementation. 

 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to specifically request the department to itemize the expenditure of 

the Kshs. 14 million that was allocated for the stage alone. If they can provide a clear 

breakdown, then all will be well. With those remarks, Mr. Speaker, and noting that we had given 

the department 30 days but now we are reducing it to one week, I beg to reply. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable members, the motion adoption of the report by the 

Departmental Committee on Sports, Culture, Gender, and Youth Affairs on the FESTAC 

Expenditure was properly moved by the Chairperson of this House Committee, seconded, 

debated. As per our standing order, it's time that I want to put a question on the adoption of the 

same. 

 

(Question put and negative) 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable members, the report, the motion adoption of the report 

by the Departmental Committee on Sports, Culture, Gender, and Youth Affairs on the FESTAC 

Expenditure have been rejected today, Wednesday, the 24th of September, at 10:07 hours.  

 

Honourable members, the rejection of this report implies that, this House Committee will have to 

look into the whole statement, it will be upon the Select Committee on House Business to make 

decisions on when to maybe give them an opportunity to present it again. But you remember 
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procedurally, as per the provisions of Standing Orders, there is a provision on how such motions 

can get their way back into this House. 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Next order!! 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The Speaker (Hon. Oraro): Honourable members, please be upstanding. There being no other 

business in the order paper, the House stands adjourned until today, Wednesday, the 24th of 

September, 2025, at 02.30 p.m. 

 

(House rose at 10.08 a.m.) 
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